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Executive Summary





EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pakistan and African countries have had close ties before and during
the colonial days. Pakistan which was among the first Muslim countries to
gain independence spear headed support to the struggle for self determination
of African colonies. Pakistan was also one of the first countries to support
Eritrea's independence from Italian colonialism and morally supported Morocco,
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa in their liberation struggles. Many
African leaders have travelled on Pakistani Diplomatic Passports. Moreover,
a large number of students from African countries have studied in Pakistani
Universities.

Pakistan has, on different occasions, contributed peace keeping
contingents to the UN, which were deployed in Ghana, Somalia, Eritrea,
Sudan, Congo and Namibia to assist them in transition to self rule or to
provide relief assistance to famine affected areas. Presently too its troops
are stationed in Sierra Leone to maintain peace between warring factions.
Defence forces officers from African countries continue to be trained in
Defence Academies in Pakistan including NDC and the Staff College Quetta.
Pakistan is also imparting training to officers of the foreign service of some
African countries. Many airlines operating in Africa were established with the
technical support and training facil it ies extended by Pakistan.

A number of eminent Pakistanis have served in Africa on different
assignments. Justice M. B. Ahmed was Chief Justice of Nigeria. Air Martial
Daud Pota was head of the Zimbabwean Air Force. Sahibzada Yaqoob Khan
was special envoy of U.N. Secretary General for Western Sahara and Mr.
Sheharyar Khan was Special Envoy of the UN for Rwanda and Burundi.
However, with the passage of time these links have become weaker or non
existent. Pakistani presence in African countries has become very thin to the
extent that at the diplomatic level an Ambassador or High Commissioner
from Pakistan is accredited to many countries simultaneously. Pakistan's
foreign policy therefore has to be repositioned viz a viz African countries
without disturbing the focus on the West.

A proactive policy would require interaction between the Parliaments
of Pakistan and African countries coupled with constituting friendship groups
for African countries in the Parliament. High level visits by the President of
Pakistan, Prime Minister and Ministers will go a long way in establishing or
cementing close brotherly ties with Africa. Moreover, Pakistan should pursue
an aggressive economic diplomacy so as to reap the abundant financial
benefits as well as investment opportunities that exist in Africa. The setting
up of ministerial commissions with different African countries would be one

7
Pak - Africa Relations

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE



of the steps in the right direction. The Pakistan Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry should penetrate the markets of Africa and exploit
the business opportunities that exist in those countries. It can also benefit
from the experiences of African countries in the field of tourism. Direct air
links between Pakistan and African countries are also very important in every
respect.

Asian and African countries, which account for a 109 votes, need to
speak with one voice at the United Nations or any other international forum
while the 53 Muslim countries in Asia and Africa should support one another
in the OIC. At the WTO Asian and African countries should adopt a unified
policy.

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED
Chairman
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Proceedings
of the Meeting





Proceedings of the Meeting

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Kashmir
Affairs & Northern Areas was held on Wednesday, June 22, 2005 under the
chairmanship of Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed to discuss ways and means
for further improving institutional and bilateral ties between Pakistan and
African countries. Ambassadors and High Commissioners of African countries
based in Islamabad were invited to participate in the discussion.

The meeting which lasted for about two hours discussed in detail the
historical ties that existed between Pakistan and most of the African countries
during and after the colonial period. The meeting also discussed measures
required to be taken for improving relations between Pakistan and the Africa
region, which according to many participants were not as strong as they
ought to be. The discussion was so informative and thought provoking that
it was decided to lay before the Senate the verbatim proceedings of the
meeting.

¥   Opening Remarks

Mr. Chairman (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed): It is my privilege to
have the diplomatic corps from African countries in the meeting of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. I would first like to ask Senator Prof. Khurshid
to recite the Holy Quran.

(Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed recited from the Holy Quran)

Mr. Chairman (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed): It is good to see a
presence from Africa. The format of this afternoon session would be that
first we will have the introductions. I will introduce my colleagues and then
I will request the Ambassadors to introduce themselves. After that I will give
a brief overview of Pakistan-Africa relations to set the ball rolling. Then, I
would request you either singly or collectively to focus on what are the issues
that you would like to highlight with a view to strengthen Pakistan's relationship
with African countries. And we will open the floor for discussion, questions
and comments.

¥   Introduction of Participants of the Meeting

-    Senate Foreign Relations Committee:
This committee is a very distinguished committee. It has very honourable
Members from both the Government and the Opposition, who are experts
in their respective fields. My brother Prof. Khurshid Ahmad is a very eminent
economist, a public figure, a man of letters, who has written a lot. He also
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has a think tank by the name of Islamic Foundation and also the Institute of
Policy Studies in Islamabad. He has been Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission. He is a leader of MMA and Deputy Leader of the Jamaat-i-Islami.
Senator Gulshan Saeed is from the Pakistan Muslim League, the ruling party
to which I also belong. She is a colleague of long standing and has been very
active on political, social and women issues in the Pakistan Muslim League in
the last ten years. She is Joint Secretary of the Pakistan Muslim League and
has participated in Tehreek-e-Nijat. She is Chairperson of the Standing Committee
on Ports and Shipping of the Senate. Senator Latif Khosa is a very eminent
lawyer, a jurist, representing the Pakistan Peoples Party. He has been a lawyer
for Ms. Benazir Bhutto and her spouse Mr. Asif Ali Zardari. Recently when Mr.
Zardari was landing in Lahore from Dubai, I think, he was a 'state guest',
(laughter) a state guest or guest of the Police? He is a barrister and has made
many visits to Europe. He is what I call an enlightened fundamentalist having
very strong views and expertise on legal and political issues. Senator Mehtab
Ahmed Khan is from the Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz Group. He is a former
Chief Minister of the Frontier Province and a former Minister for Kashmir Affairs.
He has also been a state guest as a political prisoner in the past.

I also want to introduce one of our colleagues who just arrived. I do
not think he needs any introduction. There is Maulana Sami-ul-Haq from the
MMA, a person who heads the biggest seminary, Jamia-al-Haqqania at Akora
Khattak in Pakistan. His father was also a Member of Parliament. Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq took part in the Afghan Jehad, which was a joint Jehad, as you
know, for the West and the Muslim world. He has been Member of Parliament
in the past also and is a colleague.

Mr. Iftikhar Ullah Babar is Secretary of the Committee and Ambassador
Tayyab Siddiqui is Consultant to our Committee. He has been Ambassador of
Pakistan to two key African countries, namely, Zimbabwe and Egypt. So, he
is an expert on African issues.

Excellencies, introduce yourselves please. Name and country and how
long you have been here.

-    African Diplomats

Ambassador of Eritrea: First, on behalf of my colleague, Ambassador of
South Africa in Islamabad, I would like to thank Senator Mushahid Hussain
and the House for inviting us here to discuss bilateral issues and collective
efforts by the African Embassies here in Islamabad to enhance the relations
between our Continent and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. So, first allow me
to introduce myself. I am Abdu Mohammed Heggi, Ambassador of Eritrea. I
have been here since August, 2003. Thank you.
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Ambassador of Algeria: My name is Larbaoui Nadir. I am Ambassador of
Algeria. I am here since one and a half years but it seems I am here for a
long time. I arrived in Pakistan on 10th of June, 2004. Thank you.

High Commissioner of Kenya: My name is David Mutui Mutemi. I am High
Commissioner of Kenya. In the immediate past I was my country's Ambassador
to Nigeria and I am enjoying my stay in Pakistan for the last one year.

High Commissioner of Nigeria: I am Senator Umar El-Gash Maina. High
Commissioner of Nigeria.

Ambassador of Sudan: My name is Dafaa Allah El-Haj Ali. I am Ambassador
of Sudan. I arrived in Islamabad on the 15th of July last year.

Head of the Egypt Embassy: My name is Hany Bassiony. I am Councilor,
Head of the Egyptian Embassy. I have been here for about two years. I would
just express the regrets of our Ambassador that he could not attend due to
previous commitments. Thank you.

High Commissioner of Mauritius: Assalam-o-Alaikum. I am High
Commissioner from Mauritius. My name is Rhafic Janhangeer. I am here for
the last nine months. It is my second coming and it is a pleasure to be in
Pakistan again and to see many friends. Thank you very much.

Ambassador of Tunisia: Assalam-o-Alaikum. My name is Zouhaier Dhaouadi.
I am Ambassador of Tunisia and I am here for the last four months only. I
am happy to be here. Thank you.

Acting Charge d' Affaires of Libyan Embassy: I am Abu Bakarshilli, acting
Charge d' Affaires of Libyan Embassy. I arrived here about two years ago
and I will be Charge d' Affaires in next month Insha Allah. Thank you very
much.

Charge d' Affaires of South Africa: Good afternoon. My name is Magen
Govender. I am the Charge d' Affaires of the South African High Commission.
I am here in Pakistan since March 2002. Thank you very much.

Charge d' Affaires of Somalia: My name is Ahmed Abdirahman Sh. Nur.
I am Charged' Affaires of the Embassy of Somalia. I have been here for more
than eight years.
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¥   Brief Overview of Pak - Africa Relations

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Excellencies. I will start
with a brief overview of our relations with Africa. Interestingly we know that
with focus on Western countries like the United States, Europe and also on
South Asia, a very important dimension, the African dimension of Pakistan's
foreign policy is often missed out, and it is a very important dimension. I will
try to trace it very briefly. In 1952-53 Pakistan joined the U.N. Security
Council and at that time we were among the few Muslim countries who were
independent and we spearheaded support for the struggle for self-determination
of African colonies. And if you see the record of the fifties, you know that we
were one of the first countries which supported Eritrea's independence from
Italian colonialism. In Tunisia, the father of the nation, Habib Borguiba used
to travel on a Pakistani Passport. In Algeria, Farhat Abbas, Prime Minister of
the provisional Government and Ahmad Bin Bella used to travel on Pakistani
Diplomatic Passports. We also provided support to Morocco and other countries
including Zimbabwe and the ZANU Patriotic Front of Robert Mugabe. We
supported the liberation struggle in Namibia and South Africa, opposing all
forms of apartheid. I think Ambassador Tayyab Siddiqui was the one who
delivered 300 thousand dollars on behalf of Pakistan to Winnie Mandela, as
Pakistan's support to their struggle, and this support has been consistent
through different governments whether they were military governments or
elected democratic governments. So there has been a consistent pattern in
Pakistan's foreign policy, and we sent peace keeping forces for the election
in Namibia and also helped in the conflict against Ethiopia in 1978. There has
been an active pattern of Pakistani support for liberation movements in Africa,
when it was very rare and difficult to give this kind of support.

Then we also have been providing special training programmes for
the military and of course, some officers later attained prominence as leaders
of their countries. Presidents of Nigeria, Sudan, and Ghana come in this
category. Pakistan also contributed to nation building of newly independent
countries of Africa through the training of officers at the National Defence
College, Pakistan Administrative Staff College, Air Force War College, and
provision of expertise. In Uganda, for example, Mian Riaz Uddin Ahmad was
Cabinet Secretary of Uganda. Then we had Justice M.B. Ahmed in Nigeria,
he was Chief Justice there. First Chief of the Air Force of Zimbabwe was a
Pakistani, Air Marshal Daud Pota. Then Capacity Building Programmes which
we have executed for different countries. Libya for airlines, Kenya, Nigeria
and Sudan, in trade. We also helped in the peace process, for example,
Sahibzada Yaqub Khan was Special Envoy of U.N. Secretary General for
Western Sahara and Mr. Sheharyar Khan was a Special Envoy for Rwanda
and Burundi and also for the decolonization process Pakistan has played a
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key role. Our peace keeping forces, Pakistan Army contingents and police
contingents, have been there in Ghana, Somalia, Eritrea, Congo and Namibia
to assist in the transition and also in Sierra Leone and in the Congo. So, relief
assistance to famine affected areas in Sudan and Niger, and even during the
Darfur crisis, you know, there was Pakistan who played the role of a mediator.

 Because we were in the U.N. Security Council, we did not want things
to spin out of control and a special envoy was sent from Pakistan to Sudan
to defuse the situation. We also helped out in the U.N. Security Council. So
on a host of issues whether they are training programmes, whether they are
support to liberation movements, whether they are capacity building, we had
a strong relationship and, finally, also in training of diplomats. I was told that
we have a training programme for two kinds of African diplomats, one for
the younger ones who just joined the service and the other for mid-career
officers, twenty four slots in each case. So, it is a great pleasure to have all
of you here and we are also keen in our Committee that Pakistan should
have a very close interaction with African countries because the African Union
has a large membership. I think it is the second biggest after the OIC in the
UN. In the UN General Assembly, as we are discovering right now, in the
struggle for the UN Security Council membership, it is one country, one vote.
So each vote matters and we were very keen that this relationship should
be reinforced, not just with European and Western countries and Arab countries
but we reached out to African countries and I understand that certain important
trips are in the offing. Recently we had the President of Eritrea visiting us
and the Prime Minister of Mauritius is also visiting us and of course, Nelson
Mandela came here on different occasions before he became President in
1994 and then as President in 1999. So, we have had this close interaction
with Africa and the people of Africa and so I look forward to this continued
close relationship.

¥   General Discussion on Pak - Africa Relations

Ambassador of Algeria: Thank you Senators, I just want to say a few
words that as African group in Islamabad, every year we organize Africa Day
on the 25th of May and collectively as Ambassadors here in our Missions we
work together. From this meeting we just want to brief you on our activities
in Pakistan and about our organization, the African Union, and what we are
doing in this organization and especially when it comes to the new partnership
for Africa which is known as NEPAD and about conflict resolution in Africa
and we want to impress on the Africa-Pakistan relations. We had a seminar
a day before in the Institute of Strategic Studies. We talked about the African
Union and the NEPAD and the conflict resolution and African Pakistan relations.
Also, now here in this meeting, we want to talk about and also want to hear
from you what are the ways and the mechanisms that we can create to
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enhance the relations between Pakistan and the African continent and
bilaterally also. So, I will give the floor to H.E. High Commissioner of Nigeria,
my brother Senator Umar El-Gash to say a few words about this issue.

Ambassador of Nigeria: Thank you very much. Honestly, I have been
asked to make comments. I do refer to the call of interest to make my
comments. However, I deem it necessary to talk less so that I can give
opportunity to other members of the diplomatic corps or the Ambassadors
to contribute. Pakistan as you have clearly informed us, contributed immensely
to the liberation movements during Africa's trial periods. We acknowledge
that. Similarly, she rendered military training to the freedom fighters as well
as technical assistance to the African nations, i.e. during war of liberation.
We are also aware and we appreciate the efforts made by Pakistan in
rendering services in peace keeping in the African continent. This is very
commendable and particularly I can talk of Nigeria, over 600 military personnel
were trained by Pakistan so far and we continuously send our people here
for training.

I do not want to say much. Pakistan, to my own dismay (sorry to say
this), is ignorant of the potentials Africa has, especially in term of resources.
It has immense business opportunities but when it comes to the economic
diplomacy they are far left behind. I think the legislative arm of Government
is the most important because it is backbone of democracy. Any country,
which has no legislature, has no democracy. In that way the onus is on you
to take the initiative to visit some selected African countries at your own
level to interact and find ways and means to improve economic relations
between African countries and Pakistan, because we appreciate the
determination of Pakistan, as they do not compromise on standards of their
products. The Chinese rendered us assistance during the liberation struggle
in Africa and India did little but they are aggressively pursuing economic
diplomacy. They make a lot of money. There is the need for you to pursue
aggressively, economic diplomacy, so that you can reap abundant financial
benefits as well as investment in Africa. I also hope that such unique
opportunity would be a routine exercise between us and you and also write
the Foreign Minister to consider Africa as a very important political as well
as economic bloc.

I think there is need to encourage the Federation of Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to visit some of the African countries to assess for
themselves the abundant business opportunities existing there. We have
laid down conducive business atmosphere and business climate in most of
the African countries for would-be serious minded businessmen, particularly
those Members of the South-South and OIC. You should invite our ministers
where you have interest, like in defence and commerce. There must be
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frequent visits between the executive and the legislative arms of both
countries. This is very important and the business Chambers will be encouraged
to visit Africa mainly at the Federation level to interact with their African
counterparts for establishment of joint business ventures. I have visited all
the chambers since my arrival in this country and there is need for the
legislative arm to interact with other African nations. Without wasting too
much of your time, I would like to take my leave. Thank you very much
distinguished Senators.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you, High Commissioner, and
I think your suggestions about the visit of the Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industries is well taken and we certainly will pass it on. I
would also recommend similar interaction from your group with the Chamber
directly, would also be very constructive, I hope. I agree the interaction
between the legislatures of African countries and Pakistan is a weak link in
the chain and I think circumstances permitting may be in 2006 we can
consider a visit of the Committee to certain African countries.

High Commissioner of Mauritius: Senators and dear excellencies, it is a
pleasure for me to be here and in the presence of such an important gathering
to talk about Africa-Pakistan relations in the framework that we perceive it
from the African point of view. Senator Mushahid Hussain has given us a
background of the linkages that have existed between Africa and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan right from the colonial days and I think this is a very
important background for us to build upon. This is an important step on
which relationship could have been upgraded. I said it could have been
upgraded because I find some vacuum from my point of view. May be Africa
is the last continent which has gained independence in the 60s and afterwards
some of our countries have just been out of apartheid type of regimes. So,
we are very young nations in terms of independence and we are taking
destiny in our own hands. This is why we have evolved the OAU which was
mostly a political organization in contrast with the African Union which is
more economic oriented. With globalization setting in, realizing that economy
and trade is pre-dominating in all the regions of the world when we look at
what is happening at the EU, the ASEAN and NAFTA. You know, there has
been consolidation of blocs, economic and trading blocs. We think that Africa
has to evolve into this type of an entity.

The African Union is an organization which focuses mainly on the
building of Africa into a very solid economic and trading bloc. We are conscious
that we have many drawbacks. We are conscious that we have a lot of
grounds to cover because Africa is only two percent of world international
trade. We are rich in mineral resources. We are 54 countries in Africa, so
you can see the complexity of this situation to bring the whole continent to
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move as a unified force. We are evolving institutions and making linkages
with other organizations in order to evolve the economic infrastructure so
that Africa can become an important player into the globalization process.

Maybe it is also interesting for you to know that we have been
collaborating on one way or the other in different institutions besides the
U.N. family. We and some other countries have been collaborating in the
Commonwealth, in the OIC, in the Non-Aligned Movement. So, we have many
instances in which we are collaborating either bilaterally or collectively, but
we find that, may be Pakistan should be more proactive. We have evolved
the NEPAD, the New Economic Partnership for Africa's Development. There
are instances where companies have made special economic relationship
with Africa. Under the NEPAD, as you know, we have a privileged partner,
the G-8, where we are having interaction and collaboration so that we can
evolve and get the funding and the G-8 has actually taken a decision to write
off 14 billion debts for mostly African countries. 18 worldwide heavily indebted
countries, 14 of which are from Africa. Individually, the NEPAD has also
evolved linkages with; let's say Japan, under the TICAD and with China. We
have the China-Africa Forum. We have also India and the SAARC countries.
So, we have the framework under which we can have linkages, especially
for projects. This is one idea which can be explored further.

Besides the NEPAD, we have sub-regional organizations, like the
COMESA, the SADC and the ECOWAS where linkages have been established
between countries or sub-regional organizations with African groups. So, this
is another type of linkage which can be established either in a sub-region
or at the continental level. At the continental level like AU (the African Union),
we are now building capacity and Pakistan is very good in capacity building
and they have always been extending help to Africa at the AU level either
for peace-keeping or peace-building. We are still in the process of putting
in place most of institutions. This is where also Pakistan can come in and
help us in the continental level. Build some of the institutions either financially
or technically. This also offers linkages.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much. Mr. Rhafic is
an old friend because he was here twenty years ago when I was Editor of
'The Muslim', he was a young diplomat from Mauritius and I am glad, now
he is the big boss.

Ambassador of Kenya: Thank you Mr. Chairman. I want to raise only two
issues. The role that Pakistan has played in many areas in Africa has been
highlighted. The issue is that Pakistan still remains very thin in Africa. You
are very thinly represented in terms of diplomatic missions. Like I come from
Kenya and your High Commissioner in Kenya is accredited to almost ten
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other African countries. It is almost difficult to cover all that area. So, if you
really want to take advantage of the opportuhities that are there in Africa,
this committee will have to impress upon the Pakistan Government to increase
its diplomatic representation in Africa. Secondly, the South - South Cooperation,
which I think should be the answer to many of our problems that are facing
us economically, have to be taken seriously and in order to take them seriously
there are things which we have to do, for instance, air links. South-South
Cooperation still remains an illusion because if you have to go most cities
in Africa you have to go to Europe. So, this is a major challenge for us in
the South-South countries. We will have to evolve a communication link that
will solve the issues that we are trying to put across in terms of attaining
that kind of cooperation. I want to mention specific areas in which Pakistan
and Africa can really relate very well. Take for instance, tourism. Tourism
is one area or one sector that Pakistan can exploit. Pakistan has very good
places where people can visit. And I am sure there are very many African
countries, which have a very developed tourist industry. We can form a
linkage to be able to help each other not only in developing that particular
sector but in terms of exchange of tourists. If Pakistanis of means can move
to Europe and or America, they can instead go to Kenya to South Africa and
other places. I think this is one area on which we should really focus. Then
take the issue of UN reform. If we look at the issue of votes, votes held by
various continents. Asia has about 56 countries or states. Africa as a Continent
has 53 countries. If you put all together you get 109, against 191 votes. So
we have a full representation that we can be able to use if only we can
develop a linkage that we can work together. Take for instance, the WTO
which has been a grouping as far as my personal view is concerned, has not
been to our advantage in the South-South Cooperation. The WTO has been
developing a tendency where European and American countries have wanted
to isolate the countries in the South-South Zone and paint them individually
but not collectively. We should be able to evolve a mechanism that can enable
us to talk as a united front facing the common problem. I want to stop there.
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you High Commissioner from
Kenya, I think you have given some very substantive and serious suggestions
regarding tourism. I know some people who go for Safaris in Kenya but that
is not good enough because Africa has a tradition of tourism and infrastructure
also and we can learn from that. And also, as you said, lots of Pakistanis
instead of going to Europe can go to Africa to see beautiful places and secondly
UN reform, I totally agree with you. It is one country one vote and we need
those votes. I think there is a camaraderie and solidarity between Asia and
Africa regarding South-South Cooperation. And I agree that we are very thin
in Africa because of the focus we have only in Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Senegal, South Africa, Zimbabwe, I mean 7, 8, 10 missions all told.
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Ambassador of Sudan: I begin with the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent,
the Most Merciful. Thank you again distinguished Senator Mushahid,
distinguished Senators. I will not indulge in micro managing the aspects of
relations between Africa and Pakistan. I will try to concentrate on overall
policies and I will pick on what has been said by Senator Mushahid that
Africa dimension in Pakistani foreign policy is often missed out. In this
connection I would like to reiterate our keenness to see Africa-Pakistan
relations flourishing and enhancing instead of declining, in order to serve
the best interest of our friendly countries. In my intervention I would like
to speak about policies mainly because I am addressing distinguished
Senators who are policy makers, I am sure we will pronounce this in other
appropriate fora with our brothers in Foreign Affairs which will help in
formulating Pakistan foreign policy vis-a-vis Africa. I will start by saying,
may be as Senator Mushahid said the graph of the relations is declining. I
am not talking about Sudan because Sudan and Pakistan have maintained
and are still maintaining excellent relations, but I am talking about Pakistan
and Africa as a whole. We should not dwell on the past, the past has gone.
We should strive and do our utmost to cement, to strengthen these relations
to meet the challenges of this globalizing world. I will give some examples
because if we look at the interaction between Africa and Pakistan or Pakistan
and Africa for the last two years we can hardly trace visits of high officials
from Pakistan to Africa. We all hope that visits be activated and we fervently
look forward that H.E. President Musharraf visit Africa in the near future.
Africa could be a very important partner for Pakistan economically and
politically.

We have great respect for Pakistan, which is stemmed from the
common denominators which link us with Pakistan. We look forward to see
Pakistan present in Africa and I would like to recommend in this connection
presidential visit, visits of high level officials, ministers and Parliamentarians
to Africa, on one hand, and we as African Ambassadors in our turn will
encourage officials from our countries to visit Pakistan.

Another recommendation which is of mutual concern to both Africa
and Pakistan is that recently we have encountered a lot of strange concepts
like humanitarian security; humanitarian intervention and I think we in Africa
have managed to establish mechanisms for resolutions of conflicts not
managing conflicts. So we need the moral support of Pakistan in this regard.
I am not talking about materialistic assistance, what is needed is the moral
support of Pakistan to Africa to enable it to resolve these conflicts within the
African House as the threat of humanitarian intervention may face any
country; be it in Africa or in Asia. I am going to stop here, hoping that more
attention should be given to Africa in Pakistan foreign policy and I will have
a chance to meet may be individually with different distinguished Senators

20
Pak - Africa Relations

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE



and we can speak at length about, these aspects. Thank you very much.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much, for your very frank
comments and I would totally agree with you that we have a strong constituency
in Africa for Pakistan and we have not frankly devoted enough attention and I
agree with you that visits at the highest level by the President, Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister should be undertaken on a regular basis otherwise we are
leaving the field open for lot of other rivals or competitors to which you just
alluded. By the way, on a personal note, I would like to add that I was in Jeddah,
yesterday, for a meeting of the Commission of Eminent Persons, and Sudan
was represented by the President of Shoora Council, Mr. Rahim and it was a
very good meeting and Pakistan is cooperating very closely with Sudan and
other countries along with Saudi Arabia, Tu rkey and Malaysia for a Conference
of Islamic Scholars preceding the Islamic Extraordinary Summit in Saudi Arabia
in end December. So, Sudan's contribution is very notable there. I think in 2006
Insha Allah we will plan a visit from our side. Excellencies you mentioned about
different things, for your information whatever is being discussed and said here
will Insha Allah be put in a report form. I plan to takeout a special report on
PakistanÕs relations with Africa. That is why I have asked them to take a special
photograph of each of you and we will like your bio-data and one of you should
contribute an article from your side. Our side will also contribute at least one
or two articles. If all of you cooperate, give your nice photographs with your
bio-data and also what are the proposals. It is not just a social meeting for tea
and other things it will have a fall out. Thank you.

Ambassador of Algeria: Thank you distinguished Chairman and thank you
distinguished Senators and other colleagues. I completely agree what my
brother Ambassador of Sudan said but I would like to add and in this case I
would like to hear our brothers and sisters and Senators also. I would like
to focus on the cooperation between Parliamentarians between Pakistan and
Africa and what is the best way to maintain, to enhance and to develop and
to promote the cooperation between Parliaments because we have official
relationship through diplomatic relation. Official meetings and official relations
would improve but how can we find the best way to develop cooperation
between Parliaments from Africa and Pakistan. I would like to give one
example. It's not for Algeria but all African countries. We received in Algeria
in 2003 Chairman of Senate, who led an important delegation to Algeria and
this year, in April, we received the Speaker, National Assembly with very
important delegation in Algeria. So, in Africa we believe in this kind of
cooperation but after the visit, and I am speaking with brothers and sisters,
after the visit and after creating a friendship group nothing has happened.
So, please tell me what we can do because we really believe in this kind of
cooperation because now in Africa there is civil society and parliaments and
may be they can help and support the official relations between Africa and
Pakistan. Thank you.
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Senator Mushaid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much, I will check up
on this friendship group and it should have regular meetings and, by the
way, one of my favourite movies is ÒBattle of AlgiersÓ. So, the Algerian
revolution has a lot of impact and I remember when I was Abdul Aziz
Boutaflika, Foreign Minister of Algeria. He was the President of the UN General
Assembly in the historic session o 1974. He had long hair and was a radical
then and I had met him in the UN on the occassion. He was spearheading
the struggle for Palestine and also for the new international economic order
in 1974. He is now President of Algeria. Thank you.

Ambassador of Algeria: It is just a recommendation. I feel if your good
self  recommend to the Foreign Ministry to reinvigorate, to re-activate the
mechanism already existing between all our countries, like joint committees,
joint commissions and bilateral memorandum of understanding between
different ministries, it will enforce interaction between our countries.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: I will appreciate a paper from your
Excellencies later on, which will be included in our report listing some of
those proposals and recommendations in writing which are important for
follow up for implementation because this is not just a visit and that you
forget about, you have got to follow it up as well.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad:  Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim. First of
all let me place on record my personal regard and my deep appreciation for
all the frank talk that we have had. I compliment the Chairman of the
Committee for convening this first meeting between the Foreign Relations
Committee and the diplomats from African countries. This represents a very
promising beginning.

There is no time to go into history but the fact is that relationships
between Asia and Africa go far deeper. In fact the colonial period represents
an intervention and an interruption. Otherwise, there have always been close
relationships, cultural, religious, educational, economic and political. In the
post colonial period a new wave of relationships has emerged. I am happy
that Senator Mushahid has given a very good summary of developments in
the recent past. But I would like to add at least one more point. I happily
recollect that from the 1960s we had a regular flow of students in Karachi
University from the African continent, particularly from Nigeria, South Africa,
Kenya and Uganda. It was a pleasant experience to meet in 1970s and 1980s
some of my students occupying important positions, including ministerial
positions, in Nigeria and Kenya. Presently in the International Islamic
University, Islamabad we have students from over 20 African countries.
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