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Afghanistan has, since last three decades, been a major foreign policy concern for Pakistan.
With the Saur Revolution to the Soviet invasion and now the US military action with NATO
forces, Afghanistan has enormously influenced PakistanÕs polity, domestic and foreign policy.
The current phase of bilateral relations is of particular concern as Pakistan is being accused
by Kabul for the instability and violence in Afghanistan. President Karzai has publicly accused
Pakistan of being a Òsanctuary for terroristsÓ.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee decided to have a transparent honest and informed
assessment of Afghan situation and invited 4 experts having unique insight into the Afghan
affairs. They included a former ambassador, an internationally recognized Afghan expert and
journalist and media experts with intimate knowledge of AfghanistanÕs politics and culture. Their
testimonies were revealing and rewarding.

The presentation and the recommendations they made are worthy of serious consideration and
implementation by the governments of both countries.

The verbatim record of their testimonies makes this Report a landmark document laying out
the problem in perspective in a frank manner through public hearings.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is committed to bringing out the truth in dealing with
contentious issues to facilitate a solution and help conflict resolution in the light of facts on the
ground and thus promote better understanding among the two countries.

This Report, the first in 2007 and the 13th in the series of published reports, is an attempt to
link Parliament to policy-making on issues vital to peace, security and stability in our volatile
region.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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Executive Summary

Recognizing the importance of continuing
Afghanistan crisis and its impact on bilateral
relations, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
held a meeting to hear the views of four experts to
speak on the topics mentioned against each:

i. Mr. Ahmed Rashid
Afghanistan: regional and international
dimension.

ii. Mr. Rustam Shah Mohmand
Pakistan-Afghanistan relations: what is to be 
done?

iii. Mr. Rahimullah Yusufzai
Afghanistan: Taliban resurgence or Pukhtun 
resistance?

iv. Mr. Hasan Khan
Impressions of his recent visit to Afghanistan.

Mr. Ahmed RashidÕs talk was divided into three
parts. The first part detailed the reasons of the
Afghan cr is is .  The second deal t  wi th
misrepresentation of the internal affairs of
Afghanistan by Pakistani authorities and finally he
made some recommendations for the solution of
the Afghan crisis. Dwelling on the first part of his
presentation Mr. Ahmed Rashid said that the Afghan
crisis was largely due to:

(i) United States failure to prioritize nation building
after its victory in Afghanistan in 2001;

(ii) Failure of the entire international community
to assist in the reconstruction of Afghanistan;

(iii) Failure of President Karzai in providing good
governance;

(iv) The rising insurgency in Afghanistan and the
radicalization of the border region. Harboring
Taliban leadership inside Pakistan and allowing
them to reorganize and rearm over the last five
years;

(v) PakistanÕs failure to democratize FATA and
give a chance to the people of FATA whether
they want to form a new province or continue
as a federally administered area;

(vi) Failure on the part of Pakistan to overhaul the
Madrassahs;

(vii) Failure of PakistanÕs reconstruction strategy in
Afghanistan. There is no Pakistani landmark
in Kabul or anywhere else in Afghanistan. On
the other hand, India has launched an
imaginative and creative programme to win the
hearts and minds of the Afghans.

Discussing the internal affairs of Afghanistan Mr.
Ahmed Rashid criticized PakistanÕs policies of not
supporting the Afghan government and overplaying
the Pukhtun card; and maintaining that 60%
Pukhtuns have not been given due representation
in the Cabinet etc.; while the fact is that the Ministers
of Defence and Finance are both Pukhtuns. The
Interior Minister and the Foreign Minister are both
non Pukhtuns but have nothing to do with Northern
Alliance. The Northern Alliance warlords were
removed from the Cabinet by President Karzai
during 2004-05. The removal of General Fahim
was a major political event in Afghanistan and
which Karzai did at enormous risk to himself.

Mr. Ahmed Rashid stated that Pakistani statements
constantly portray and over exaggerate the role of
India. There are four Indian consulates in
Afghanistan and not six as is repeatedly said. In

Pakistan - Afghanistan Relations



10

1979, Iran, Pakistan and India, all had four
consulates each in Afghanistan and the Indians
are back to that position.

Mr. Ahmed Rashid said that Pakistan needs to
register all mobile and satellite phones in the
border region so as to prevent the use of this
technology by the Taliban, both Pakistani and
the Afghan. Pakistan needs to encourage the
MMA and the Intelligence Agencies to allow
moderate Taliban to emerge, who would be
willing to hold dialogue with the Karzai
Government. He recommended that the Senators
and Parliamentarians may visit Kabul to
understand the Afghan hatred for Pakistan, which
is washing all the good that Pakistan has done
to Afghanistan since 1979.

Mr. Rustam Shah Mohmand, former Chief
Secretary of NWFP and former Ambassador to
Afghanistan, stated that Pakistan should be
conscious of the tremendous socio cultural
convulsions of Afghanistan and show a high
degree of maturity and understanding in dealing
with the people whose pride is wounded, whose
country is betrayed, whose land is occupied,
whose future is uncertain and whose destiny is
obscure. He recounted all the good things that
have happened in Afghanistan which include
election of the President, the election of the
Parliament, international support from countries
like USA, EU, Middle East, Japan, China, Russia,
Central Asia and South Asia and the massive
developmental work  but that does not seem to
reflect the aspirations of the people of
Afghanistan. There is an ongoing insurgency
which is getting worse by the day. The insurgency
has now spread to Western Afghanistan while
the writ of the Government extends only to some
cities and highways. Forty three thousand foreign
troops provide security to the Government. A
strong ethnic factor is at work. With breakdown
of the institutions the impact of billion of dollars

of assistance has not been felt on the lives of
the ordinary Afghans.

Lack of a consistent policy has damaged our
credibility in the eyes of most Pukhtuns. Pukhtuns
were hostile because of the support we provided
to Hekmatyar and then to Taliban. Now the
Pukhtuns have turned against us for having
abandoned the Taliban. The refugees are being
asked to return home ensuring that they also
become hostile. The goodwill created in
Afghanistan was destroyed by incompetent
handling, sponsoring individuals in groups,
ignoring the long term goals of PakistanÕs policy,
disregarding IranÕs role and excluding it from the
scheme of things. There is no level playing field
now for Pakistan vis-ˆ-vis Iran and Russia.

Mr. Hasan Khan based his observations on a
recent tour of Kabul and Jalalabad. He stated
that the Afghans are convinced that whatever is
happening in Afghanistan is backed by Pakistan
and is the handiwork of Pakistani agencies.

The Afghans are convinced that the Taliban
have a base in Pakistan and they come from
Pakistan. Taliban and Al-Qaeda are now
interchangeable words. Mr. Hasan was of the
view that one has to agree with the Afghans
because the insurgency is in the Pukhtun areas
bordering Pakistan.

The only chance for Pakistan is the option of
Jirga where Pakistan can play its cards rightly
and agree to stop its activity in Afghanistan.
President Karzai and the members of Afghan
Parliament are awaiting the Jirga as they feel
that it will decide the matter of PakistanÕs
involvement in Afghanistan and the insurgency.

Mr. Rahimullah YusufzaiÕs focus was whether
Taliban resistance is a Pukhtun nationalist
resistance movement or otherwise. He went in
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great details to emphasize that it was not a
Pukhtun movement. He asserted that the nature
of the Taliban movement is very secretive like
that of a communist party. But due to his
interactions with Mullah Muhammad Omar and
the general Taliban cadre, he realized that being
Pukhtuns they are an Islamic movement rather
than a secular Pukhtun movement. Referring to
his meetings with Mullah Omer where he asked
him why Taliban were hosting Osama Bin Laden?
Is it because you are a Muslim or you are a
Pukhtun and following your traditions? Mullah
Omer on every occasion replied that Osama Bin
Laden is being hosted because he is a Muslim
and we have provided him refuge because he is
in trouble the way he supported the Mujahideen
when the Afghans were in trouble. Mullah Omer
on one occasion said that Afghanistan has been
destroyed in the war and if the rest is destroyed
in trying to protect Bin Laden, we are ready to
do that.

The Taliban movement has always been more
disciplined than the other groups. When Taliban
came into power Pashto became the dominant
language in Afghanistan replacing Persian or
Dari. The communication was in Pashto and so
was the language of the newspapers. Despite
their insistence that they are an Islamic
movement, their dress, language, writings and
culture were of Pukhtun tradition. They could not
stop the national dance of the Pukhtuns that
continued to be performed at weddings and other
places during the rule of the Taliban.

President Hamid Karzai is a Pukhtun. Most of
the Governors are Pukhtuns and most of the top
positions are held by Pukhtuns. Initially there
was dominance of the Northern Alliance but that
has been gradually undone by President Hamid
Karzai. He concluded by saying that Taliban
movement is still a religious movement but is
gradually taking the shape of a Pukhtun

movement because all the military operation are
taking place in the Pukhtun belt.

Senator Nisar A. Memon raised the questions
on the reasons for PakistanÕs inability to reach
out to Uzbeks, Tajiks and the Turkmen and the
position of the Afghan Government on the
Turkmenistan-Pakistan pipeline and Iran-
Pakistan-India pipeline.

Mr. Ahmed Rashid responded that most of the
projects detailed in the working paper have not
been completed or have taken a long time to
complete. Importantly, there has been no
projection of these projects the way other
countries have projected theirs. The Foreign
Office has never taken a team of journalists to
Afghanistan to project and highlight PakistanÕs
projects. He agreed with Senator Memon that
historically Pakistan has backed the Pukhtuns to
the detriment of having good relations with the
other ethnic groups in Afghanistan. Given the
security situation in Balochistan the Gwadar Port
will be a non-starter. No Central Asian country
will trade through southern Afghanistan as long
as there is an insurgency there. On the one hand,
we are housing the Taliban leadership but we
are not talking to the Baloch for peace in
Balochistan. Mr. Rahimullah was of the view that
roads, hospitals and clinics are coming up and
hoped this will bring a positive impact in
Afghanistan. According to him the point of concern
was that the Afghans arrested in Karachi or
Quetta and delivered to the Afghan authorities
at Spin Boldak and Chaman are released. The
Afghans argue that Pakistani authorities are
arresting ordinary Afghans and not the real people
required by them.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed regretted that the
Committee was discussing the Afghan issue so
late. He suggested that the Committee should
meet in camera to discuss this issue and come
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up with an honest assessment and some
guidelines on which the Afghan policy should
be reformulated as the President, the
Government and the agencies have played a
role in creating a mess in Afghanistan. The
Taliban movement is an indigenous movement
and attributing everything to the agencies is over
exaggeration. Secondly, he said the role of Iran
is very important and that is one of the major
failures of Pakistan policy that instead of having
a bipartisan policy in cooperation with Iran it has
taken a solo flight.

Senator Wasim Sajjad stated that the
Government of Pakistan has made a proposal
to fence the border with Afghanistan, which the
Afghans are opposing. He asked whether this
could be a solution and the reasons for Afghan
opposition to that idea. Is there any way the
Afghan Government can be persuaded to accept
this proposal by any arrangement? Will this help
in solving the problem of Pakistan being
accused?

Senator Latif Khan Khosa stated that Pakistan
has borne the maximum brunt of the Afghan
crisis since 1979 as it was the frontline state
unfortunately used by the Americans for
disintegrating USSR and at that time America
in fact created Osama Bin Laden and the Taliban.
He asked what the Americans have gained in
the last five long years in Afghanistan. Have
they installed or restored democracy in
Afghanistan? We may not agree with the Taliban
form of government but nobody has the right to
erase an Islamic government just because you
do not like their system of governance.

Mr. Khalid Khattak, Additional Foreign Secretary,
stated that PakistanÕs policy is that it has no
preference for any ethnic group, for any kind of
government and ideological or ethnic composition
of the government in Afghanistan. We want an

Afghanistan which is a friend of Pakistan.
PakistanÕs assistance to Afghanistan is not to a
particular regime but to a neighbouring country.
He was of the view that the real situation is
characterized by three major failures. The
Government policy is aware of the limitations of
our influence on the Afghan people. At the same
time, the Government policy is taking into account
the factors which directly impact Pakistan and
on that score, like any other responsible
government, it will have to take actions to
minimize the negative fall out of what is happing
in Afghanistan and in Pakistan itself. The Jirga
proposal was made by the Afghan side and we
want to be helpful and cooperative. It is difficult
for Pakistan to differentiate between a refugee
and a Talib, who is crossing the border. He said
that Afghanistan will have to take back the
refugees for which Pakistan will help in their
repatriation with honour and safety.

Pakistan - Afghanistan Relations
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 1. Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed Chairman
 2. Senator Wasim Sajjad Member
 3. Senator Nisar Ahmed Memon Member
 4. Senator Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi Member
 5. Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani Member
 6. Senator Professor Khurshid Ahmad Member
 7. Senator Sardar Latif Khan Khosa Member
 8. Senator Jan Muhammad Khan Jamali, on special invitation

Deputy Chairman, Senate 
 9. Senator Dr. Muhammad Said on special invitation
10. Senator Prof. Muhammad Ibrahim Khan on special invitation
11. Ex-Senator Murad Ali Shah on special invitation
12. Dr. Attiya Inayatullah, MNA on special invitation

Participants of the Meeting of
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
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December 14, 2006, Parliament House, Islamabad.

Afghanistan with reference to
relations with Pakistan and the region.

Chairman and Members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Other parliamentarians also attended the meeting
as special invitees.
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The following distinguished experts were also invited who spoke on the topics mentioned against
each:

1. Mr. Ahmad Rashid Afghanistan: regional and international dimension.

2. Mr. Rustam Shah Mohmand Pakistan-Afghanistan relations: what is to be done?

3. Mr. Rahimullah Yusufzai Afghanistan: Taliban resurgence or Pukhtun resistance?

4. Mr. Hasan Khan Impressions of his recent visit to Afghanistan.

Pakistan - Afghanistan Relations

From left: Mr. Ahmed Rashid, Mr. Rustam Shah Mohmand, Mr. Hasan Khan and Mr. Rahimullah Yusufzai, the experts
who briefed  the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on various dimensions of the Afghanistan situation.



Proceedings of the Meeting

(Verbatim Record)

Opening remarks by Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed, Chairman, Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

Briefing by experts on Afghanistan situation.

Question - Answer Session.



Proceedings of the Meeting
of Senate Foreign Relations Committee

Vebatim Record

December 14, 2006

Afghanistan with reference
to relations with Pakistan and the region.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Ladies and
Gentlemen, the meeting will now come to order.
We are very grateful to all the honourable
members of the Committee and the distinguished
participants for their participation. Today we have
arranged this special hearing on Afghanistan.

The experts who have been invited have
independent view and not an official view. They
write independently and know the areas well.
The way we will go about it is that first there will
be presentations by the experts present here,
starting with Mr. Ahmad Rashid followed by Mr.
Rustam Shah Mohmand, Mr. Hasan Khan and
Rahimullah Yusufzai. Presentation will not exceed
twenty minutes and after that we will have
questions and comments. I would also like to
welcome Mr. Khalid Khattak, Additional Secretary
and Mr. Abrar Hussain, Director General from
the Foreign Office. I just want to add on a personal

note that when I came back from America after
completing my education, I joined a teaching
position at the Pakistan Administrative Staff
College, Lahore and there was a course for new
entrants into the Foreign Service and Mr. Khalid
Khattak was one of those distinguished young

officers in the course. Welcome Mr. Khalid Khattak
Sahib. Murad Ali Shah Sahib, most welcome sir.

There are some special invitees here. From the
National Assembly, Dr. Attiya Inayatullah, who
is a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee,
Murad Ali Shah Sahib, he is ex-Senator and has
remained our colleague. Regarding the Afghan
policy, he is one of the most well informed
persons. This is a hearing which is open to
everybody, the media and others also. I first
request Senator Professor Khurshid Ahmad to
recite from the Holy Quran.

The Foreign Relations Committee has set the tradition of involving media, public opinion experts and intellectuals for
creating better understanding of regional and international issues.

Opening Remarks:
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Mr. Ahmad Rashid, we will start with you. Mr.
Ahmad Rashid needs no introduction. He is one
of PakistanÕs eminent experts on Afghanistan.
He has written a very famous book which was
read avidly by everybody immediately after 9/11
and his views have often varied with the officially
certified truth due to which he has come in for
criticism. At times, he is persona non grata with
the establishment but he is a distinguished
scholar, writer, journalist and academic in his
own right and he is also writing for several
newspapers in the UK and the West. So, over
to you, Mr. Ahmad Rashid, you have up to twenty
minutes.

Briefing by Experts on
Afghanistan Situation

Mr. Ahmad Rashid: Thank you very much,
Mushahid Sahib. It is a great pleasure to be here.
It is certainly the first time that I have ever been
asked by a Government body and elected body
to address it. I have addressed many institutions
abroad, the United Nations, the Security Council,
the NATO Headquarters, Parliaments in Holland,
Norway and also other places but this is the first
time that I have the chance of addressing my
own parliament and I am very grateful. My talk
is divided into three parts. I want to just briefly
depict, why is Afghanistan in crisis today and
why has there been a Taliban resurgence?

The first point I want to make is that the
Afghanistan crisis is largely because of the US
failure to prioritize nation building right after the
victory in 2001. Almost immediately after that
the US went to Iraq. It was totally distracted by
Iraq and Afghanistan suffered as there were not
sufficient numbers of American troops in
Afghanistan and there were not sufficient
resources devoted to the country.

The second point is the failure of the entire
international community to reconstruct
Afghanistan, to provide basic funding which
would have at least rebuilt the infrastructure. In
Kabul today, provision of electricity is less than
it was under the communists. Only 6% of Afghans
have electricity. Now five years on after 9/11,
that is a disgrace for the international community,
for the Americans and for everybody else. And
of course, the lack of infrastructure has led to
the fact that there has been no investment in
agriculture, which has resulted in the increase
in the drugs epidemic. There was a very late
start to rebuilding the security forces, the Afghan
Army and the Afghan Police, and the crisis today
has not been faced up by NATO which is also
unfortunately not providing enough troops or
money for reconstruction.

Thirdly, there have been major successes in
having an elected president, an elected
parliament and forming a new constitution but
unfortunately there have been failures on the
part of President Karzai for not being proactive
and more decisive in dealing with areas where
he does have authority such as good governance,
the appointment of honest officials, dealing with
drugs and dealing with corruption. These are
internal issues where he did have capacity to
change things and there has been a failure on
his part.

The fourth issue is dealing with the Taliban
resurgence and the role played by Pakistan. The
Taliban resurgence is certainly linked to all the
failures in Afghanistan that I have outlined above
but there is another determining fact for the
insurgency and the radicalization of the border
region which is the harboring of the Taliban
leadership inside Pakistan and allowing them to
reorganize and re-arm over the last five years.
The Taliban are today being allowed to draw
from 40 million Pukhtuns in Balochistan, NWFP
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and FATA as well as Afghan refugees, who are
potential recruits for radicalization of the border
region inside Pakistan. I do not need to tell you
that a Talibanized belt is being created in FATA,
NWFP and all the way down into the Pukhtun
belt in Balochistan. Now, I say this on my own
personal authority, my personal investigation
and also because this is what the NATO
Commander in Afghanistan, the Foreign Ministers
and Defence Ministers of 14 NATO countries
who have been through Afghanistan and
Pakistan, have also surmised that the Taliban
leadership is based in Pakistan. The US and
other world bodies believe this, not to speak of
Afghans themselves. Now, the current insurgency
created this summer something like 7 to 8
thousand heavily armed Taliban were able to
launch offensives in Qandahar, Hilmand and
Zabul provinces. Several thousands were
slaughtered in the heavy bombardment by NATO
and during next spring it is feared that the Taliban
will launch even bigger offensives. I do not think
that there is any doubt in anybodyÕs mind in
Afghanistan that this kind of reorganization and
offensive could happen without a safe sanctuary.
We should know about sanctuaries because we
provided sanctuaries to Afghan Mujahideen in
the 1980s, and we provided sanctuaries to
Kashmiri resistance in 1990s. I think we and the
military know perfectly well what a sanctuary
can provide and what it cannot. And let me just
say finally that this policy is leading to enormous
anti Pakistan feeling inside Afghanistan. It is not
just the government that is accusing Pakistan it
is the whole Afghan population including the
Pukhtuns who remain very adamantly opposed
to these policies.

Now, specifically what has been PakistanÕs policy
and role after 9/11?  The US priority in
Afghanistan was to catch Al-Qaeda and not
Taliban nor rebuilding the country and,
unfortunately, I see PakistanÕs strategy as

startling in that role in the sense that we were
helping the Americans deal with Al-Qaeda. We
caught over 700 Al-Qaeda which of course led
to a lot of problems for us in FATA but we have
not been apprehending Taliban at any level. No
senior Taliban leader has ever been handed
over or even arrested in Pakistan or held by
Pakistan. The fear is that there are various
elements in Pakistan who have been helping
the Taliban Ð active or retired members of the
intelligence services, the MMA, the Governments
of the NWFP and Balochistan, the drug mafia
based in Pakistan and extremist Kashmiris and
Pakistani groups who had trained and fought
previously with the Taliban in Afghanistan. The
key element in all this was the state policy, I am
not saying the state was involved but I am saying
that the key element was the state policy not to
prevent any of this from happening and
unfortunately that has led to this escalation.

The fifth point is PakistanÕs failure to democratize
the FATA. Immediately after 9/11, the extremists
were demoralized and there was a great deal
of realization in the FATA that a referendum was
needed. The FATA people should have been
given a choice whether to be part of Pakistan
or to form a new province. That was denied
them and instead we have seen radicalization
of the FATA with both Pakistani and Afghan
Taliban and Al-Qaeda playing a role there, to
the extent that now there is no discussion of
political alternatives and instead we are seeing
what the Taliban now call the Islamic Emirate
of Waziristan. This is a very dangerous situation
for Pakistan.

The sixth point is failure to overhaul the
Madrassahs which remain, unfortunately, the
main sanctuary and recruiting base for Afghan
and Pakistani Taliban in Quetta, in Chaman and
in FATA itself. Unfortunately, we saw the bombing
recently of the Madrassah in Bajaur which only
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tends to show that the Madrassah reform
programme has really not been carried out in
the last five years.

Lastly, PakistanÕs reconstruction strategy in
Afghanistan has been a miserable failure and I
will repeat Òa miserable failureÓ. We gave a
hundred million dollars to Afghanistan but it has
had absolutely no impact. It has taken us four
years alone to build the 70 km Jalalabad Ð
Torkham Road which was supposed to be the
part of our reconstruction. We took four years to
build that road. There is no Pakistani landmark
in Kabul or anywhere else in Afghanistan. There
is no Pakistani constructed college, university,
school, hospital, orthopedic centre or and any
other kind of center. However, India has launched
a massive and I would say a very imaginative
and a very creative programme to win the hearts
and minds of the Afghans. That programme has
affected all Afghan ethnic groups, including the
Pukhtuns, the minorities and all classes both the
poor and the rich. Now clearly there is battle of
influence in Afghanistan between India and
Pakistan but we have declined to compete at
the economic level due to a complete lack of
strategy and due to our limited resources. The
fact is that India is giving $ 600 million and we
are giving $ 100 million does not mean that we
should not use that hundred million dollars more
effectively to win hearts and minds.

Now, I want to get on to a more sensitive topic.
Unfortunately, a great deal of misrepresentation
of the internal affairs of Afghanistan is being
done by the Pakistan Government, by the
Parliament, by the President, by the Foreign
Office and by the Foreign Minister. The first issue
is that we have since 2001 talked about helping
moderate Taliban emerge and of helping forces
like the MMA, who are close to the Taliban, to
persuade them to create moderate Taliban who
would be willing to hold dialogue with Mr. KarzaiÕs

Government. Unfortunately that has not
happened. Even five years on, there is still a
crying need for this so-called moderate Taliban
emerge and talk to Karzai.

Secondly, the Afghans themselves have started
a national reconciliation process with the Taliban
in 2003 and unfortunately the Government of
Pakistan did not support it. I have personal
knowledge of many Taliban who were prevented
by the Pakistani intelligence agencies from
returning to Afghanistan, even though they
wanted to and they were being summoned by
them. Pakistan, unfortunately, has never
endorsed the Afghan reconciliation process which
is now headed by Sibghatullah Mujaddadi. This
process, if it has the support of Pakistan, I think,
could go a long way in helping a joint Pakistan
Afghan effort to get these Afghan-Pukhtuns who
are still living here as refugees to go back under
peaceful conditions.

Thirdly, there have been disparaging ethnic
remarks made by the President of Pakistan in
particular, by the Foreign Office, by the Foreign
Minister, which have inflamed Afghans and
inflamed the situation in Afghanistan. The
President and others have constantly remarked
on the internal ethnic situation in Afghanistan,
for example, claiming a much higher percentage
of Pukhtuns in Afghanistan. Now, what are the
facts on the ground? The fact is that there has
been no census in Afghanistan since 1977.
Nobody knows the percentage of Pukhtuns. The
President has repeatedly said that 60 percent of
Afghans are Pukhtuns. Without census, the UN
has determined, because it organized the
parliamentary and presidential elections, that
Pukhtuns are not a majority group but they are
the largest ethnic group. There is a difference.
The President of Pakistan has defined them as
the largest ethnic group at 60 percent. I do not
know from where he has taken that figure. He

Pakistan - Afghanistan Relations
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has been unfortunately misinformed. Anyway,
if Karzai was to talk about Punjabis, Sindhis and
Baloch in this manner, there would be uproar.
I think honourable Senators themselves would
complain about this. I think we should give the
Afghans due consideration that this kind of
interference is avoided. The ethnic situation in
Afghanistan is very tense; we know that
comments by outsiders certainly do not help.

Fourthly, the constant reference by Pakistani
leaders that there are not enough Pukhtuns in
the Afghan Cabinet shows how uninformed
Pakistani leaders are about the real situation
and unfortunately I go back to that and ask; who
is misinforming the President, who is
misinforming the Foreign Ministry, from where
this information is coming? Let me just say and
make it very clear; all major ministries in
Afghanistan are held by Pukhtuns. The Defence
Minister is Pukhtun and Finance Ministry, that
is to deal those who have money under their
control, is held by a Pukhtun. The only non
Pukhtuns are the Interior Minister, who is a Tajik
and who is probably about to be replaced and
the Foreign Minister who is a Herati Ð both are
loyal to the President. Both had nothing to do
with the Northern Alliance and in fact they were
abroad and opposed to the Northern Alliance.

The second part of this has been the constant
statements by Pakistani leaders that the
Panjsheris, Tajiks and the Northern Alliance
warlords are still in control. In fact the Northern
Alliance warlords were removed from the Cabinet
by Karzai in 2004 and 2005. It is unfortunate
that General FaheemÕs removal, which was a
major political event in Afghanistan and which
Karzai did at enormous risk to himself, was never
appreciated by Pakistan. The last Panjsheri, the
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdullah Abdullah was
removed last year.

So, I think, there has to be some recognition
that the ethnic format of the Cabinet has changed
but we seem to be harping on what was existing
in 2002 and 2003; nobody seems to be informed
about the correct situation.

Fifth, the President likens all Pukhtun Taliban
and there have been statements by several
responsible members of the Government. I think
this fact is resented by the Pukhtuns. Not all
Pukhtuns like Taliban. The Taliban do not
represent Pukhtun culture or Pukhtun traditions.
It is not in the Pukhtun traditions to carry out
suicide bombing. It is not in the Pukhtun tradition
to kill women and children as we saw two days
ago in Kabul, in Kunarh Province where two
women teachers were killed by the Taliban. I
think there has to be a clarification. The fact is
that the statement by the Foreign Office and the
President is that the Taliban are an indigenous
movement in Afghanistan. That is not correct.
The Taliban are a cross border movement. They
were based both in Pakistan and in Afghanistan.
If you remember, in 1994, the first move to
overthrow the government of the warlords in
Qandahar was carried out by Mullah Omer and
he was immediately supported by Afghan Taliban
who came from Chaman and Quetta. So let us
be realistic. The Taliban are a cross border
movement and they are as much a problem to
us today as they are a problem to them. We
need a joint strategy to deal with this. We cannot
lump it all to Afghanistan. On the one hand, the
President is saying that we have a Taliban
problem in Waziristan and on the other hand,
he is saying the Taliban are completely in
Afghanistan. So, let us get our policies straight,
let us get our facts right.

The personal attacks against President Karzai
and vice versa, I think, are totally uncalled for.
I think, for the President of Pakistan, the ruler
of a country of 116Êmillion people, to call the




