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    FROM THE CHAIRMANÕS DESK

I am delighted to present the last report of the year 2005 and 9th in
the series. The report is an account of the interaction with Sir Michael Jay,
Permanent Under Secretary, Foreign and Commonwealth Office, who visited
Pakistan on Sept. 27, 2005. He was invited to a special meeting of the Foreign
Relations Committee of the Senate for exchange of views on Iraq, Afghanistan
and the fight against terrorism.

The session lasted more than an hour in an atmosphere of total
candour and honesty, the views were exchanged on the burning issues of
the day. The meeting helped clear the misunderstandings and created a
better appreciation of the perspectives and policies of the respective
governments.

The Committee feels that such an interaction with its counterpart
bodies and officials abroad should be a regular and sustained process. It is
in this context that Foreign Relations Committee delegation is scheduled to
visit East Asia, Japan and South Korea, in January, 2006.

Our earlier reports of the proceedings of Foreign Relations Committee
have generated lot of interest among policy makers and hailed as a useful
document and reference point. We hope to continue this tradition.

I also take this opportunity to thank my distinguished colleagues for
their cooperation and participation, rendering Foreign Relations Committee,
the most dynamic Committee of the Parliament.

Thanks are also due to the staff of the Committee as also to its
Secretary Mr. Iftikharullah Babar and the Consultant, Ambassador(R) Tayyab
Siddiqui as well as Mr. Muhammad Imtiaz, my Personal Assistant, whose
constructive inputs made the reports of the Committee better than the earlier
ones.

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED
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Executive Summary





EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Senate Foreign Relations Committee since its inception has remained
highly active and developed useful linkages with similar institutions in other
democracies. The Committee has to its credit visits to Britain, Belgium and
Germany and very candid and insightful exchange of views with visitors
from abroad, including one with House of Commons Committee.

The Committee was delighted to welcome Sir Michael Jay, Permanent
Under Secretary, British Foreign and Commonwealth Office, as a continuation
of our dialogue with UK with which we have old historical relations and a
shared colonial heritage. The discussions with the visitor were primarily
focused on Iraq, Afghanistan and campaign against terrorism.

Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee opened the discussion
with presentation outlining PakistanÕs perspective on these issues. He explained
that the campaign against terrorism can be successful only if its root causes
Ð injustice, occupation and unresolved conflicts such as Kashmir, Palestine
and Chechnya are addressed. He regretted that in the West, primarily due
to ignorance or misrepresentation of events and misunderstanding of the
text and spirit of the religion, terrorism has been linked with Islam Ð a religion
of peace and tolerance.

Discussing the war against Iraq and WestÕs relations with Iran, the
Chairman highlighted the double standards adopted by Europe. Iran has not
violated any norm or article of NPT and yet is under pressure. The war against
Iraq was illegal and immoral by any standard particularly when viewed against
Western policy towards Israel. On Afghanistan too, the blame game is
continuing in defiance of facts. On these issues a more balanced and
evenhanded approach is needed. The Chairman urged review of the policies
by West and the US on the occupation of Iraq and to take a proactive role
in support of right of self determination.

The Chairman also briefed the visitor on PakistanÕs efforts to serve
as a bridge between West and the Muslim world, in the context of the reform
agenda of OIC. He concluded by expressing the hope that principles and not
real-politik will determine the policies of the West.
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Sir Michael Jay, in his response, emphasized the need for mutual
understanding, and agreed that issues of deprivation, of poverty, of conflict
and sense of alienation need to be addressed to resolve the underlying causes
of terrorism. He informed that Prime Minister Blair has stressed to President
Bush to focus on the Middle East peace process. He appreciated PakistanÕs
role for stability in Afghanistan.

Sir Michael Jay disagreed with the statement that war against Iraq
was illegal and immoral and the aim now was to ensure that peace process
in Iraq succeeds. He admitted the process of dŽtente on Kashmir and extended
full support. Rejecting the proposition of double standards, British Foreign
Secretary maintained that British foreign policy is to support those who are
against the oppressor. He noted the importance of bilateral relations mentioning
that there are 800,000 people of Pakistan origin in England and 80,000 British
nationals in Pakistan, providing a great strength to this relationship.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed appreciated balanced approach of the
guest and briefly touched upon the issue of terrorism stating that because
of wrong focus we are playing in the hands of what terrorists want to achieve.
The fallout also is in the form of neglect of international law and violation
of human rights. He also referred to discriminatory action against Pakistan
in the wake of 7/7. He regretted Prime Minister BlairÕs statement equating
terrorism with KashmiriÕs struggle for self-determination.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq underlined the importance of dialogue
between the policy makers of the West and the Muslim world for better
appreciation of mutual viewpoints. He observed that if terrorism was Islamic,
the Muslim countries would not have been its victims. He also explained the
role of Muslim seminaries and rejected any connection with 9/11 or 7/7.

Senator S.M. Zafar informed Sir Michael Jay that despite many CBMs
between India and Pakistan the human rights condition in Occupied Kashmir
has remained the same. He asked UK to assume its responsibility and play
a positive role for solving the Jammu and Kashmir issue.

Senator Nisar Memon asked the UK Government to take a position
on Durand Line and also the Indian information centres in Afghanistan
bordering Pakistan that may start a new cold war.

Senator Wasim Sajjad drew attention of the visitor to the apprehension
that because of 7/7, Pakistani students would be less than welcome in
England. He supported the comments made by Maulana Sami-ul-Haq and
asked if Britain feels any responsibility towards Kashmir or not.
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Sir Michael Jay responded to various issues raised by the members.
On Palestine, he reiterated British policy of opposing settlements, and Òa real
Palestinian State with attributes of statehood, besides State of IsraelÓ. On
Kashmir he accepted UKÕs responsibility as an ex-colonial power and urged
both parties to reach a solution. On Durand Line he restricted his comments
to saying that we want to see stability along the border and donÕt have a
firm position on fencing the border.

The British High Commissioner, at the conclusion, informed the
Committee that 5000 visas were issued to Pakistani students this year and
they remain welcome in Britain.

The session concluded with the consensus on both sides that it was
an extremely useful interaction that needs to be continued.

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED
Chairman
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Proceedings of the Meeting
(Verbatim Record)





A meeting of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Kashmir
Affairs and Northern Areas was held at 3:00 pm on September 27, 2005 in
Committee Room No. 1, Parliament House, Islamabad to exchange views
with Sir Michael Jay, Permanent Under Secretary, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, on issues like Iraq, Afghanistan and the fight against terrorism.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed was in the Chair.

The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:

1. Senator Wasim Sajjad. Member
2. Senator Nisar Ahmad Memon Member
3. Senator S.M. Zafar Member
4. Senator Mrs. Gulshan Saeed Member
5. Senator Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Member
6. Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed Member
7. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq Member

H. E. Mr. Mark Lyall Grant, British High Commissioner to Pakistan was
also present at the meeting.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING (Verbatim Record)

Mr. Chairman: (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed): I begin with the
name of Allah, the Most Gracious, and the Most Merciful. I welcome Sir
Michael Jay and members of the British delegation to the Pakistan Parliament
and Office of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. You have just met
our colleagues from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee which has very
high powered and distinguished representation as you will see from our sixth
report which is before you. Before I start todayÕs proceedings, I will request
Prof. Khurshid Ahmad to recite from the Holy Quran.

(Prof. Khurshid recited a few verses of the Holy Quran)

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you. This special meeting was
convened at the request of Mark Lyall Grant, the British High Commissioner,
who is a friend from the past and we welcome you very warmly to Pakistan.
I would like to just briefly read out the CV of Sir Michael Jay. Sir Michael Jay
is a Permanent Under Secretary and Head of the Diplomatic Services. He
has been educated in Magdalen College in Oxford and in London University.
He has also studied at the School of Oriental and African Studies and was
a voluntary teacher in Zambia. He has also served in London, Washington
and in the British High Commission in New Delhi. So he has had South Asian
experience in the past and he was also Ambassador in Paris, before he took
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over his current assignment as Head of the Diplomatic Service in January,
2002. He had also listed certain issues that he wanted  to discuss with the
Committee. So what we will do is that I will give you a brief overview of how
we see things and my personal perspective on certain issues, then you can
make a presentation and then we can have comments or questions from our
side. We hopefully will finish in sixty minutes.

We had an interaction with British friends in the past. Last year we
had a very detailed one hour interaction with the UK House of Commons
Committee headed by Mr. Anderson, the then Chairman of the Committee,
on the post 9/11 scenario and report on that discussion has been published.
As I have mentioned it is the one Committee which is publishing regular
reports on its deliberations. Another report is based on hearings regarding
elections in India. Then we have published a report on enlightened moderation.
Another one on the visit of Pakistani journalists to occupied Kashmir and
another one on our visit to Europe, which we undertook earlier this year to
Britain, Belgium and Germany and next month the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee will be visiting East Asia, Japan and South Korea (postponed due
to earthquake). So we have had perspective from Europe and now we will
have an Asian perspective.

As you know Pakistan is playing a very pivotal role in the campaign
against terrorism. I think the war against terrorism is a misnomer because
then it will become unwinable war without end against an enemy which is
unique; nameless, faceless and stateless. We ourselves have been victim of
terrorism and were very concerned despite the role of Pakistan and other
Muslim countries in campaigning against terrorism, that sometimes in the
West, certain elements, the media, the think tanks and occasionally even
policy makers, particularly in the United States slot, link terrorism with our
great religion Islam, which is a religion of peace and tolerance. I think this
is a problem that creates difficulties for us in Pakistan and for other governments
in the Muslim world.

Secondly, we feel that in this campaign against terrorism, the root
causes of terrorism ought to be examined and analyzed and those root causes
are linked with issues of injustice, issues of occupation and unresolved conflicts
where Muslims happen to be at the receiving end. Whether it is Palestine,
whether it is Kashmir, even Chechnya and that reinforces the image in the
mind of Muslims that there are double standards prevalent on those issues.
When it comes to the issue of East Timor, there is certain application of U.N.
Resolutions but when it comes to other areas, U.N. Resolution are held in
abeyance and occupation and injustice continue unabated. 
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Thirdly we also feel that there is, at the same time, sort of a blame
game, that countries are not able to take responsibilities for their actions
and there are consequences of those actions. Take the example of Iraq. The
Iraq war was and is illegal and immoral. Whatever one may say about the
Saddam Regime, which I personally think was a fascist regime and deserved
to be overthrown because in 1980 he oppressed his own people with the
support of Western countries. So, in that context, I think it is important to
understand that the issues that we face, as I said, were due to double
standards. These double standards are also prevalent in the case of Iran.
For example, there are nuclear programmes of other countries like Israel,
but they are never given the kind of scrutiny that Iran is subjected to,
although Iran has not violated any norm or rule of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, which certified last year that they were following those rules.
So, we feel that on a whole lot of issues, there is this element to shift the
blame to Muslim countries. Pakistan and the Muslims all over the world have
condemned the 7/7 bombing in London which we as civilized members of
the international community, have condemned as these were crimes against
humanity. Your High Commissioner here would testify that I was among the
first as Secretary General of Pakistan Muslim League to organize a condolence
meeting at the Pakistan Muslim League Headquarters where Mark Lyall Grant
came personally and we were very heartened by the fact that he made two
very clear statements; he said that those who were engaged in those crimes
against humanity in London, they are Britishers, they are not Pakistanis in
respect of origin. Wherever because I have mentioned to the BBC when they
interviewed me, I said blaming Pakistanis for the attacks is like when ever
the mafia commits a crime in Chicago, New York and Washington, you blame
Italy for that because their ancestors came from Sicily. You cannot do that.
And secondly he had mentioned that it is not Islamic terrorism. This is
terrorism (period) because an initial statement from Mr. Blair had tried to
give it a certain religious label.

On the issue of Afghanistan, for example, Pakistan has gone the
extra-mile. Pakistan has sent its troops to the Frontier Region but the failure
of the United States, the failure of the NATO Forces to control, curb and
crush the insurgency in Afghanistan is unfortunately blamed on Pakistan just
as in Iraq the blame is attributed to Iran on occasions, Syria on occasions
and some time even Saudi Arabia. We feel that on these issues there has
to be a more balanced, a more even-handed approach. Also at the international
level, we are quite concerned that the rule of law ought to prevail. After 9/11
there has been a proclivity on the part of the United States to use force to
resolve long standing political issues. We feel that this is not right. This is
wrong. Might is right is not an acceptable option any more in the international
community and Britain ought to play a role to support that process, which
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restores the right of self-determination to the people of Iraq as well as the
people of Palestine and Kashmir because Britain,  historically, has had a close
rapport and interaction with Muslim peoples with  people of the Middle East.
In Pakistan particularly, we feel a certain camaraderie with Britain given our
colonial heritage and we are also very grateful for BritainÕs support in the EU
on trade matters. We know that your posts in South Asia are among you
principled, F.C.O, Posts as your white paper in 2003 mentioned also and you
have recently given some financial support to our poverty alleviation
programmes which we appreciate but finally I would like to say that in this
battle of ideas between the West and the Muslim world it is important that
we all work to avert this clash of civilizations because that would be something
which would be having dangerous consequences for the region, for the
Western policies and we also feel that Britain and America should review
their policies on Iraq and we hope that occupation can end so that peace is
restored. Perhaps an OIC/UN peace keeping force can be inducted into Iraq,
so that the Iraqi people can have their rightful position restored.

I would also like briefly to mention the Muslim vanguard role to serve
as a bridge between the Western and Muslim world and also to promote
policies that bridge the gap between the West and Muslim world. In this
regard, Pakistan, in October, 2003 at the Putrajaya Islamic Summit, presented
an initiative which was laid by President Pervez Musharraf, promoting
enlightened moderation as a path forward which was unanimously endorsed
and accepted by the gathering of Muslim leaders. As a consequence of that,
a Commission of Eminent Persons was established to work on a reform
agenda of the OIC and also to prepare an action plan for the Muslim countries
and a strategy where Muslims countries can reverse wrongs and also achieve
their rightful place in the comity of nations. There were five representatives
from Asia, five from Africa and five from the Arab World and I have been
entrusted to represent Pakistan on that Commission of Eminent Persons. We
have had two sessions already. We had a meeting earlier this year in January
in Malaysia. Then we had a follow up meeting in May in Islamabad where we
completed our recommendations and some of those recommendations have
been presented to a meeting which was held in the second half of September,
where myself and Prof. Khurshid were representing Pakistan among other
people, at this Conference of Muslim Scholars and Intellectuals in Makkah,
Saudi Arabia and finally these recommendations will go to an extra-ordinary
special summit of the Muslim leaders, InshAllah in December, 2005 again in
Makkah. So, we are very clearly embarked on a reform agenda and we feel
that we have to move forward, as some of these recommendations are very
important, for example, we have proposed that one of the major challenges
for Muslim countries is political, the challenge of democracy and that challenge
means that the chasm, the gap, the gulf between the ruler and the ruled has

18
Pakistan - UK Relations

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE



to be bridged by giving more voice to our people by having a democratic
process in place in Muslim countries. So, we have not skirted issues, we have
been very frank and forthright in discussing issues, and these recommendations
have been unanimously presented. So, we feel that Britain has a very
important role to play; the role which Mr. Blair had mentioned, before the
Iraq invasion, at Labour Party Conference, that he would be putting pressure
on America to resolve Palestine. That promise has not yet been followed up.
We feel that on Palestine and Kashmir, Britain has to play an important role,
otherwise there would be, I think, a serious gap and unless there is this kind
of follow up, issues of peace, security and stability either in the Middle East
or in South Asia, would remain in abeyance. We hope that real politik will
take a back seat and principles will take a front burner approach on issues
like Palestine and Kashmir because the destiny of our people in South Asia
and Middle East and the Muslim world is linked to the resolution of those
issues.  Thank you.

Sir Michael Jay: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Can I say first of all
that it is a great honour to be here. It is a great pleasure to be here. I have
to say after many years of appearing before Parliamentary Committees of
one kind or another, it is always an honour but it is not always a pleasure.
But I do feel today so pleasure as well as an honour and I am delighted to
be here and have a chance to discuss issues which are fundamental to Britain
and fundamental to Pakistan, and, indeed fundamental to all of us, who do
believe in peace and security in this rather troubled world.

Perhaps I will not make a presentation of my own but what I would
like to do is just to go through some of the points which you made and give
my comments on those, which  means perhaps getting a discussion going.

Let me say, first of all, that I very much agree with you about the
need to talk about the campaign against terror and not a war against terror.
I think war against terror is a misnomer but I think a campaign against terror
is exactly what we are both engaged in. Let me also say that I very much
agree with you about the need to separate out the word terror or terrorism
from Islam or indeed any other faith. We are not talking about terrorists of
a particular faith, we are talking about terrorists of whatever faith or no faith.
That is what our campaign is against and I think indeed that in waging that
campaign we need to do so on the basis of engaging in dialogue at the same
time with all faiths and I think that is a fundamental part of encouraging
mutual understanding and avoiding the risk of the kind of clash of civilizations
or clashes of religions which many speak of  which I am a little myself
skeptical about.
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I agree with you too about the importance of examining the root
causes of terror. I do not agree with those who argue that the root causes
of terror or terrorists, of course, in a naive rather simple sense that is true,
but terrorists are there for reason too and some times those are indeed
issues of a sense of alienation, deprivation, of poverty, of conflict and I think
that those of us who do in the long term to rid ourselves of the scourge of
terrorism, need to address ourselves to those underlying causes, as well as
working together to get rid of the terrorists that we know are amongst us.

Except the point that you make that there are links between extremism,
between terrorism and at least, perceptions that can put it that way of foreign
policy issues. I achieved a certain notoriety a few weeks ago because of the
leak in the British Press of a letter I wrote, which made the rather un-
contentious statement that Muslim extremism or radicalism in Britain was
linked to perceptions of British foreign policy towards, in particular the Middle
East and Iraq. I do not regard that is, in any way, a surprising statement and
I think it remains true but it, therefore remains true that we need to resolve
the underlying causes of terrorism including those which stem from underlying
conflicts. It is very much the wish of the British Government to continue to
work hard for the solution to the tension between Israel and Palestine. We
have long believed in and worked for a two state solution to the Middle East
peace process. We take comfort from the Israeli disengagement from Gaza
but see that as the first step and not the final step, the first necessary step
towards completing the road map and completing a two state solution. I
agree with you that the discussions with pressure on Mr. Bush, has not
succeeded in producing that outcome yet but I would not want to leave you
with the impression that the Prime Minister has not, in almost all of his
contacts with President Bush, been stressing to him the crucial importance,
despite all else that has been going on in the world, of continuing to focus
on the solution to the Middle East peace process as one of the key issues
which the world faces. Not only because it is important in its own right both
for the Palestinian and the Israeli people but also because if that were
resolved, it would remove, at least the justification for quite a lot of the
perceived justifications, quite a lot of extremism around the world. Then I
have to say that I have been present in a number of meetings and I can
assure you that there are some direct conversations between the two of them
on this subject.

May I just say a word on Afghanistan and this is the point that I have
made in my talks with the Foreign Ministry and with the President today that
we in Britain very much appreciate what Pakistan is doing in order to create
zones of stability around the border. We regard that as hugely important in
supporting our own efforts with those of our allies in Afghanistan. I believe
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we both share a common objective of a stable Afghanistan, as from next
spring when Britain will increase its military presence focused in Southern
Afghanistan, it will be even more important to be working very closely with
Pakistan over the border in between, in particular Balochistan and Southern
Afghanistan.

I want to say a word, if I may, about Iraq. I do not want to go now
into all the causes of the war in Iraq. I would, as you would expect, disagree
with your statement that it was both immoral and illegal, that is not our
assessment though I accept the question of the legality of the war in Iraq
is one that will trouble jurists and indeed probably policy makers for a long
time to come. I do agree with you that the regime that was overthrown was
an exceptionally nasty regime. It was not operating in the interest of the
Iraqi people. I would say that our aim now is to work with our friends and
with the Iraqi Government and I was talking to the Iraqi Prime Minister in
London last week, in order to ensure that the political process succeeds;
heads down and creates the conditions under which we and our allies can
handle the security to the Iraqi authorities, I do not for one moment, pretend
that is going to be easy but it remains the goal.

May I say on Kashmir, that we are full of admiration for the process
of dŽtente, which has been shown by the President and Prime Minister of
Pakistan and of India since what was to us a very dangerous period in June,
2002, when there was a real chance of conflict and I think that the process
of detente since then has been extremely important for all of us and Britain
remains willing and determined to do all it can to try and continue that
process.

I would like just to say a word also about the response to the terrorist
attacks in London in July. I, as it happened, was with the British Prime
Minister in Gleneagles at the G-8 Summit, when the terrorist attacks happened,
was with him when he received the first news of them and spent the first
part of that day and in the last part of that day, with him and so his own
reaction to that, which was a mixture of determination to campaign against
the terrorists and to strengthen our own defenses against the terrorists but
in equal determination to work with different faith communities and particularly
in the circumstances, the Muslim communities to ensure that we did that
together and that the implications for our own society particular were discussed
and agreed with the leaders of the Muslim communities in Britain and that
is what the government has been doing since then. There has been a strong
and protracted series of meetings between different Muslim leaders and
British government in order to ensure that the reaction to those attacks is
one which strengthen, as it were, toward the cohesion of British society and
does not lead to fissures within it.
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I would just like to make one other point which perhaps goes back to
what I was saying earlier on about the point that you made about double
standards. I do not entirely agree. I do think that the foreign policy issues do
lie behind the sense of alienation, which can lead to terrorism. One example,
I think of this which I do cite some times, is that we and our coalition partners,
were not defending and protecting Kosovians against Milosevic because they
were Muslims and Milosevic was Christian but because they were being
oppressed. What matters is supporting those who are being oppressed against
those who are oppressing them regardless of the religion or the faith and I
think that is a very point to hold on to and that certainly is a point which is
important for our foreign policy. There is, as far we are concerned, no sense
that any part of our foreign policy or domestic policy is directed against any
particular faith.

I will stop there, if I may Mr. Chairman, except to add one point which
has come out of the conversation  I have had today, which I think is also a
point, you mentioned, that there are huge common interests at the moment
between Britain and Pakistan and the way in which we react to many of the
troubles this world faces. We do, of course, have a very strong history, which
I believe is a strength between us and I think that kind of degree of mutual
understanding between us that gives us a very good base for trying to work
together to resolve a number of the issues within our own societies and
foreign policies issues which we face. There are 800,000 people of Pakistani
origin in the United Kingdom and 80,000 British nationals in Pakistan. If I
were to give a newspaper interview in Islamabad in whatever language, I
could be quite certain when I go back to London the following day members
of the Pakistani community there would be in touch commenting on it, in a
sense that relations are indivisible because the communities are indivisible
and I think that gives a great strength to our relationship.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much. The first speaker
from our side would be Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad.

Senator Prof.  Khurshid Ahmad: Thank you Mr. Chairman and thank you
very much Sir Michael for a very frank and I must say considered and a
balanced response. The issues, the Chairman raised were really tricky but
you have handled them with, I think, great sagacity. My first observation is
that in all Senate Committees, particularly this one, we have never operated
as members belonging to Government or Opposition. I belong to the Opposition
but I must say that what the Chairman has said in his initial statement reflects
the thinking of the Pakistani people and the Parliament in general. One may
differ with some words or the way things are presented but I think on the
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whole, he has correctly represented the concerns of all of us. Having said
so, I want to raise three issues very briefly:

First, I think terrorism, which somehow has become issue No. 1, in
the world today, particularly if you look to the recent session of the General
Assembly, it seems as if this is ÒThe IssueÓ. But I think after four years, after
9/11, time has come to seriously reflect as to where we are going and
whether we call it war or campaign or with any other word, it is dragging
us. And two particular issues;  that is the current phase of terrorism and its
relation to policies, not events, policies that have been pursued in which
there is a persistence and a kind of a gloss is being put by suggesting that
as if it is the war of ideas and values. I think nobody is for terrorism,  even
those who have committed it. I have read some very important observations
by those who had been involved, that it is regarded to be evil. Yet they
resorted to it for certain over riding considerations. So, I think unless we
address those issues and change the focus because it seems that the world
has become more insecure during these four years. We are playing in the
hands of what the terrorists wanted to achieve. It is Bin Ladinism that is
gaining currency. That is one issue that I would like to reflect upon.

Secondly, I am deeply concerned about the fall out of all risks in two
fields; one is whatever was achieved during the last two hundred years in
the field of International Law, certain norms of behavior, certain codes of
conduct, certain expectations from civilized countries of the world, the role
of the UN and respect for its Charter and Human Rights, everything is under
threat. It seems we are re-writing International Law and this is a very serious
challenge. Similarly its consequences for even the values we so cherish;
democracy, human rights, freedom, privacy, all these areas are extremely
important and of concern to all of us.

Thirdly, I would like to express my concern about another fall out of
9/11 as well as that of 7/7 on the Muslim community in general and Pakistan
community in particular and I am not informing at least your good self that
the reports in U.K. do suggest that discriminatory actions against Pakistanis
have increased  six times in the post July situation. So, this is a very important
issue for us both from human view point as well as from PakistanÕs.

Finally, I would just make three very short observations. First of all
Palestine; yes, two states solution, but we all are paying a lip service to it.
We should be definite about what we mean by State. Palestinian State should
mean state and not just a fragmentation, a kind of borderisation of the
region. And one may welcome the Gaza withdrawal but I think you have to
go deeper to see whether it is part or has any linkage with the road map.
Whether the whole idea of the unilateral withdrawal is a de-linking from the
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whole concept of road map? And what is happening after that and what is
the state of Gaza, a  prison with airport, with sea links, with road links, with
attacks, it has to be seen.

About Kashmir also, I would like to say that I was disappointed by the
statement of the British Prime Minister made in India, where differentiation
between state terrorism and terrorism by the oppressed and the question
of right of the people to resist oppression and occupation was confused. I
think, in earlier statements, particularly I must say the 1996 Labour Party
Convention, if I remember correctly, which passed a resolution reaffirming
the original principled position on Kashmir. I look towards that as a greater
departure from that by the Labour Party resolution.

And finally I would only say that yes, we have very much appreciated
what you and  others did in Bosnia but it should have been done much earlier,
much earlier. I would invite you to go through, the autobiography of Alija
Izzat Begovich which has been published in English from U.K, which reveals
the whole story and we find how after playing havoc with the lives of the
people, some response and that too in a very mutilated form was given. Yet
whatever was done, we appreciate it but Europeans are seen in that context.
Thank you very much.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Prof. Khurshid. Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq would like to speak and I will do the translation. Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq is also from the MMA and he has the largest seminary in Pakistan,
which was once very notorious because a number of Taliban leadership was
educated there but not trained,  only educated.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq: In the name of Allah, the most
compassionate, the most merciful. It is a great pleasure to be addressing
such a distinguished audience. I have been saying from the last four/five
years that we can remove misunderstandings with  Western countries through
a dialogue with the intellectuals and policy makers of Muslim countries. This
is the need of the hour. My experience shows that after this kind of interaction
at a broad level, a lot of misunderstandings and misconceptions can be
removed. This is an auspicious beginning and we want dialogues through
your good selves. Mr. Chairman, you should come here and we should go
there and through the media also we should interact. And if we do not do
this dialogue, there might be grave consequences for all of us. I will briefly
say that terrorism is a universal problem and if it was an Islamic one then
the Muslim countries would not have been victims of terrorism. We are the
biggest victim of terrorism, specially Pakistan. Our biggest crime within quotes
is Òwe fought in the war of liberation against the Soviet Union in the cold
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