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Pakistan and the European Union

I am delighted to present the third report of the year 2007. This report is unique as it contains 
record of the two significant issues. The first relates to the visit of an E.U. delegation to Pakistan 
and the other is based on the meeting with the delegation of Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association (UK Branch).

The importance of EU as a significant player in the international politics is obvious to all. Pakistan 
attaches highest importance to forging close relations with EU, which already is PakistanÕs top 
trade partner. EU also has great capacity to bear on the issues of peace on war in our region. 
As more pro-active role on Kashmir by EU can change the political landscape of South Asia. 
EU may already be working in that direction, as is evident from the Emma NicholsonÕs report 
on Kashmir and its adoption by Foreign Affairs Committee of the European Parliament.

The Report on ÒPakistan and the European UnionÓ is equally interesting and important. There 
is not enough documentation available on Pakistan EU cooperation despite its key role in the 
regional politics.

The Committee is happy that it has been consistent in its commitments towards improving 
PakistanÕs image abroad and developing the closest relations with these countries. In a globalized 
world, we have to keep pace with the contemporary trends and develop close and correct 
understanding of the perspectives of different countries on major international issues and seek 
convergence.

Peace and security are indivisible. Development is a global agenda. In pursuance of these 
aims, Pakistan is committed to surge ahead and make its humble contribution.	

I am confident that this Report will be received as enthusiastically as the past ones.	

Wishing you a happy reading,

From the ChairmanÕs Desk

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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A 10Ðmember delegation of the European 
Parliament visited Pakistan and held a meeting 
with the Foreign Affairs Committees of the Senate 
and National Assembly on December 17, 2006 
at the Parliament House. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain welcomed the 
delegation and stated that Pakistan has 
maintained close relations with the European 
Union and in that close rapport, representative 
institutions, democracy and human rights were 
important factors. He focused his talk on two 
areas. Discussing the regional situation, he said 
that the region has become exciting with Pakistan 
being the pivotal player. The confluence of three 
regions, namely China, South Asia and Central 
Asia, was driven by economy and energy. China 
and Japan are observers of SAARC while 
Afghanistan is now a member of SAARC. 
Pakistan, India and Iran are observers at SCO 
which include China, Russia, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgizistan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. A number 
of pipeline projects are in the offing which 
includes the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan 
(TAP) pipeline, the Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) 
pipeline and the Qatar-Pakistan pipeline. The 
region is opening up in a manner not seen in 
the last 50 years. 

Secondly, he touched upon PakistanÕs 
perspective in the international context and 
President MusharrafÕs doctrine of enlightened 
moderation. The President had enunciated the 
doctrine in October, 2003 at the 10th Islamic 
Summit in Malaysia. According to him, there are 
two aspects of the doctrine. One is that there 
are problems of the Muslim world which need 
to be resolved by the Muslims themselves. 
Secondly, there are problems which the West 
and the international community have to resolve 

because there are roots of injustice, deprivation 
and people are denied their fundamental rights 
including the right of self determination. Senator 
Mushahid Hussain said that whenever there are 
talks on terrorism and campaign against 
terrorism, these elements should be included. 
Pakistan hopes that the Europe, being a part of 
the quartet, would play a proactive role in solving 
the Kashmir problem. If the Europe contributes 
to the resolution of these long standing disputes 
like Kashmir and Palestine, it would help in 
ensuring and enduring stability, peace and 
security in the world. 

Dr. Muhammad Farooq Sattar stated that 
Pakistan is keen to see the implementation of 
the third generation agreement between Pakistan 
and the European Union so that hindrances in 
trade relations are removed. He stated that in 
Pakistan most of the political parties were trying 
to rise above party lines to reincarnate the 
Pakistan that was founded by the father and 
leader of this country, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah. A Pakistan which should have been 
progressive, liberal and moderate. The most 
recent example of that is the enactment of the 
women protection bill, which removed some of 
the discriminatory black and anti women laws 
promulgated in 1985. Pakistan will move on to 
continue with implementing the idea of 
enlightened moderation.

He also informed that a six-member delegation 
of his party recently visited India to stress the 
point on the Indian Government that the people 
of South Asia have a dream of South Asian 
fraternity. Manmohan Singh reciprocated that 
his dream of this region prospering and becoming 
an economic bloc would come true. And that 
the people of South Asia shared a common
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destiny and a common goal. Secondly, the MQM 
delegation emphasized that the composite 
dialogue should be related to some kind of a 
time frame which would convey a very clear 
message to the people that it was not lip service 
only. Thirdly, the MQM emphasized that after 
the confidence building measures, the 
contentious issue would definitely be taken up 
and at that point in time the two sides would 
have to demonstrate flexibility and if that was 
not possible, at least an interim solution which 
looks like a complete solution should be found, 
thus paving the way for a permanent solution at 
a later stage. The Indian Government agreed 
with this however, there may be some reluctance 
on the Indian side on the track-II diplomacy.	 

Mr. Josef Leinen stated that Pakistan should 
look for closer cooperation in South Asia as 
Europe has done in its region. In the 21st century 
borders are irrelevant and economy and 
technology are the norm. There must be a vision 
that South Asia is an important part of the world 
and it should shape its future together and not 
one against the other. He informed that the 
Germany is taking over the E.U. Presidency next 
month and E.U. will try to have a new approach 
to Middle East peace process. German 
Presidency is keen to play a bigger role for 
Europe in this region and to help to stabilize the 
situation. 

Mr. Phillippe Kamaris stated that the visit was 
very important for the delegation because it had 
to gain better understanding of the situation in 
Afghanistan and relations between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. For this, the delegation visited some 
refugee camps and a Madrassah in Peshawar. 
The European Union was keen to exert pressure 
on SAARC countries to improve their cooperation 
and to tighten their bonds so as to smoothen 
the negotiations in regions where tension exists. 

Mr. Edward McMillan stated that Europe had 
learnt that religion should reform politics but 
should not dictate politics and suggested that 
Pakistan should learn from that experience.	

Mr. Sajjad Karim stated that India was talking 
to the US about nuclear energy while, at the 
same time, it was discussing energy supplies 
with Iran. There were strained relations between 
the US and Iran on the nuclear issue, but the 
common denominator was Pakistan. He inquired 
about PakistanÕs position in that regard. He 
asked why so much private investment was 
coming to Pakistan, as compared to India which 
was a bigger market.

Mr. Robert Evens asked what measures the 
women Parliamentarians in Pakistan have taken 
to engage women in the voting process and to 
encourage them to vote and think independently. 
He also asked if the voting age was being 
reduced to bring more people to the polling 
booth. 

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that since 
2000, the voting age has already been lowered 
to 18 years. Responding to questions on 
Afghanistan, he said that since 1979, Pakistan 
has hosted 3.5 million refugees at the peak level 
of which 2.5 million still remain in Pakistan. One 
aspect which was very positive about these 
refugees was that there is goodwill for Pakistan 
among Afghans who lived in the country. After 
their return, they have an Afghanistan Cricket 
Team and an Afghanistan Cricket Association. 
However, on the political side the situation was 
deteriorating and Pakistan was being used as 
a convenient scapegoat for the mistakes and 
failures of the West and the policies of Mr. Karzai. 
Pakistan was trying to avoid the blame game. 
Pakistan feels that the commitment made to 
Afghanistan, whether in terms of money or 
otherwise, should be kept. If that is not done, it
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will demonstrate that the commitment is wavering 
and that the West will, like in the past, walk 
away.

Responding to the nuclear question, he stated 
that double standards should be avoided. The 
nuclear programme of Pakistan is given a 
religious colour while the Indian, British, French, 
American or the Russian bomb has no flavour. 
If Palestine issue is resolved, 80 percent of the 
cleavage between the Muslim world and the 
West would disappear. He welcomed the coming 
together of Europe, but the Muslim world felt a 
certain sense of camaraderie that was not 
something which was negative or anti-West and 
should not be perceived in that light. Soon after 
the joint Jihad against USSR, Mr. Huntington 
presented his doctrine of the clash of civilizations. 
These concepts were disturbing and showed 
that these are not inspired by religion, but politics. 
Pakistanis, he said, were heartened by public 
opinion in the Europe, before the Iraq war, when 
demonstrations were held in London, Paris, 
Berlin, Madrid and Rome against the war which 
conveyed the message to the Muslims that it 
was not a situation of clash of civilizations. 
Recently, the BJP massacred 2000 Muslims in 
Gujarat but not a single Hindu was touched in 
Pakistan. 

Dr. Farooq Sattar responded to the energy 
question and stated that, unfortunately, the 
legacy of the past and the given bitterness 
between Pakistan and India is going to haunt 
any of the two trying to acquire energy in any 
form. There could be a possibility of misuse of 
that kind of energy. This could create some kind 
of imbalance between the two countries. Our 
Foreign Office has not reacted strongly to the 
India Ð US energy deal. It is only the 
Parliamentarians who came out with their 
concerns about imbalance in the region. Pakistan 
will look to China or some other country for 

meeting its energy requirements. Regarding 
misperceptions about Pakistan, he said that 
investors had come to value the policies of 
Pakistan, though these may not have filtered 
down through the media to the people who are 
in the services sector of the European Union. 	

Dr. Donya Aziz, while responding to the question 
related to women issues, stated that Pakistani 
women never had to struggle for their rights 
because the Constitution of Pakistan has been 
protecting their rights since 1947. Unfortunately, 
some problems do arise in terms of some specific 
cultural and social limitations that women face. 
The cause of their comparatively restricted 
mobility in the elections may be due to the non 
possession of a National Identification Card 
which was a prerequisite for registering a vote. 
The present government of Pakistan has 
empowered women in the political field as 33 
percent of the seats at the local level and 17 
percent in the provincial as well as the National 
Assembly have been reserved for women, which 
are filled by proportionate representation. Women 
empowerment was awarded by our religion 1500 
years ago. Muslim women have the right to vote, 
have the right to inheritance and have the right 
to divorce and to actively participate in society 
at large. The social customs which have restricted 
women on many counts have been removed by 
the Women Protection Bill passed by the 
Parliament very recently. Moreover, in the past 
4 years there has been a mushroom growth of 
private TV channels which cover political issues 
and young people, including women, because 
their interaction with media are becoming more 
and more interested and involved in politics.	 

The meeting concluded with exchange of 
mementoes.
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Participants of the Meeting

December 17, 2006

Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting with a 10 member 
delegation of the European Parliament to discuss relations 

between Pakistan and the European Union

A meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with a 10-member delegation of the European 
Parliament was held on Sunday, December 17, 2006 at 8.30 p.m. at the Parliament House, Islamabad 
to discuss relations between Pakistan and the European Union.

The following attended the meeting from Pakistan side:-

1.	 Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed		 Chairman
2.	 Senator Wasim Sajjad				 Member
3.	 Senator Jan Muhammad Jamali			 Deputy Chairman Senate
4.	 Dr. Muhammad Farooq Sattar			 Member, National Assembly
5.	 Dr. Donya Aziz					 Member, National Assembly
6.	 Ms. Fiza Junejo					 Member, National Assembly
7.	 Mr. Sher Akbar					 Member, National Assembly
8.	 Malik Zaheer Abbas Khokhar			 Member, National Assembly
9.	 Mr. Ijaz Chaudhry				 Member, National Assembly
10.	 Ms. Afshan Imran				 Member, Provincial Assembly of Sindh

1.	 Mr. Sajjad Karim					 Alde (UK)
2.	 Mr. M. Jaromir Kohlicek				 Greek Rep.
3.	 Mr. Jim Nicholson				 Pre De UK
4.	 Mr. Roberk Evans				 PSE UK
5.	 Mr. Edward McMillan Ð Scott			 PPE De UK
6.	 Mr. Josef Leinen					 PSE Germany
7.	 Philippe Kamaris					 Administrator delegation
8.	 Ms. Claudia Schwendenwein			 Administrator Assistant
9.	 Mr. Jan De Kok					 E.U. Ambassador to Pakistan

The following members of the European Union attended the meeting:-
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Chairmen of the Foreign Relations Committees and MPs of Pakistan Parliament with the EU Parliamentarians.

Delegates of the European Parliament.



Proceedings of the Meeting

Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting
with the delegation of the European Parliament

(Verbatim Record)

November 17, 2006
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Vebatim Record

Proceedings of the meeting

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: In my 
opening remarks, I will just say; a very warm 
welcome to the delegation of the European 
Parliament! We want to have very close relations 
with the European Union and I am glad that, in 

this rapport and relationship between Pakistan 
and Europe, representative institutions, 
democracy and human rights are important 
factors, because you are talking to the elected 
members of the Pakistan Parliament and we are

ÒÉ.even the European public opinion is opposed to a war in Iraq which is illegal and immoral and unjust because it was without 
UN sanction and, of course, also shows that extremism and terrorism have no religionÓ. (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed)

Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting with the delegation of the
European Parliament (December 17, 2006)
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talking to the elected members of the European 
Parliament. We, of course, want a very close 
relationship in the fields of politics and economy 
with the EU, which we have already discussed 
yesterday. I just focus on two or three areas, 
because I do not want to repeat what I said 
yesterday and Dr. Farooq Sattar has just come 
back from a very high profile, important visit to 
India and I think you would like to hear to what 
he has to say. He was leading a delegation of 
his party and he met the Indian leadership at all 
levels on the peace process and relations with 
India. I think he would be the right person to 
brief you on that.

I want to focus on two or three basic areas. 
Number one; this region is a very exciting region 
today and Pakistan is a pivotal player in the 
region. You have seen the confluence of three 
regions; China, South Asia and Central Asia; 
and this regionalism is being driven primarily by 
economy and energy. China, today, is an 
observer of the SAARC (South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation) and so is Japan. 
Afghanistan is a member of SAARC. Pakistan 
is a member of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) which includes China, 
Russia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan 
and Tajikistan while India and Iran are observers 
of SCO. This area is opening up, which was 
demonstrated by the recent visit in the last month 
by President Hu Jintao of China. 

A number of Pipeline projects are in the offing: 
TurkmenistanÐAfghanistanÐPakistan(TAP), 
QatarÐPakistan, and IranÐPakistanÐIndia(IPI). 
In fact, there is so much talk of pipelines that 
now people are jokingly referring to them as 
Pipelinistan in the offing. So, this is a very exciting 
area and Pakistan is a pivotal player. We are 
the shortest route for the Central Asian Republics 
and we also want to be the energy corridor for 
ChinaÕs import of energy from Africa and the 

Middle East. So, this is very positive 
development. Pakistan is also playing a good 
role with India, Afghanistan and the region itself. 
So, the region is opening up in a manner it has 
never opened up in the last 50 years. This is 
one very good development.

The second aspect, I want to touch upon, is the 
issue of PakistanÕs perspective in the international 
context and President MusharrafÕs worldview 
vis-ˆ'e0-vis enlightened moderation. On your 
desk, you will see two reports of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. One is Report 
No.11, which is our recent dialogue with the 
Dutch Foreign Minister, Dr. Bott, who visited 
Islamabad, and with the Russian Duma, our 
counterparts there. The other Report is on 
ÒEnlightened ModerationÓ. President Musharraf, 
in October 2003 at the Malaysia Islamic Summit, 
enunciated his doctrine of enlightened 
moderation where he said that there are two 
problems of that. One is that there are problems 
of the Muslim world which we need to resolve 
ourselves as Muslims, but secondly, there are 
problems which the West, the Europe, the USA 
and the international community have to resolve 
because there are roots of injustice and 
deprivation. This is because the people are 
denied their fundamental rights, the right of self-
determination; like the people of Kashmir, despite 
UN Resolutions; the people of Palestine, and 
frankly, we even feel that Iraq is currently under 
military occupation and there have been 
elections, but there has to be a resolution of 
those issues. So, the West has responsibility 
also. When you talk of terrorism and the 
campaign against terrorism, it should include 
these elements. So in that context, we feel that 
there is collective responsibility of the West 
because you know otherwise it becomes a Ôthem 
vs. usÕ scenario and we were very heartened by 
public opinion in Europe, specially before the 
Iraq war the stand that was taken by



21
Pakistan and the European Union

demonstrations in London, Berlin, Madrid, Rome 
and Paris against the war which conveyed the 
message to the Muslim masses that it is not a 
clash of civilizations that even the European 
public opinion is opposed to a war in Iraq which 
is illegal and immoral and unjust because it was 
without UN sanction and, of course, also shows 
that extremism and terrorism have no religion.

I was recently in London and I was being 
interviewed by the BBC and, as I have mentioned 
earlier, one of the Indian retired Generals was 
there and he said to me, ÒOh! You Pakistanis, 
you have the Islamic bombÓ. I said, ÒGeneral! I 
never realized that bombs also have religions 
because by that reckoning you should have the 
vegetarian bombÓ. So, we feel that on the whole 
the Europe, being part of the quartet, is playing 
a role and we hope that it will play a more pro-
active role in Kashmir also. This would be one 
of the force multipliers in PakistanÕs relationship 
with Europe and if Europe contributes to the 
resolution of these longstanding disputes, like 
Kashmir and Palestine, it would help in ensuring 
the enduring stability and peace and security 
there. So, I will like to close on that and I would 
like to pass on the mike to my colleague Dr. 
Farooq Sattar.

Dr. Muhammad Farooq Sattar: Thank you very 
much, Mushahid Hussain. I would also like to 
accord a very warm welcome to all the members 
of the European Union Parliament to this joint 
meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committees of 
both the Upper and the Lower Houses of 
Pakistan Parliament. I have a few words to say 
on the relations of Pakistan with European Union. 
The importance cannot be overstated, as all of 
us know that the European Union is our largest 
trading partner. It is also the largest direct foreign 
investor. Also in Pakistan, with the increasing 
role of the European Union in the global 
economy, Pakistan looks forward to further 

strengthening and consolidating its relations with 
the European Union. In this regard, the people 
of Pakistan are very keen to see the 
implementation of the third generation 
agreement, so that we are able to remove any 
hindrances. There have been reports that in the 
next couple of months we are going to overcome 
these hindrances and impediments. So I think, 
this will be a very good development, particularly 
in the backdrop of a political scenario, where 
Mushahid has already emphasized that this 
region is in the worldÕs focus.

In Pakistan, I think most of the political parties 
are trying to rise above party lines and are trying 
to be more and more assertive to reincarnate 
the Pakistan that was founded by the father and 
Leader of this country, Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah that Pakistan, which 
should have been a progressive, liberal, 
moderate country, founded on the basis of a 
welfare Islamic state, and not that of a 
conservative, rigid and extremist Islamic state. 
So I think, people are assertive more than ever. 
The most recent example of that, is that with the 
complete support of the people of Pakistan, the 
moderate, liberal and progressive State of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, which was 
derailed in 1985 through the enactment of some 
discriminatory black and anti-women laws, finally 
showed courage and audacity and a major step 
in that direction was taken.  The rudderless boat 
now, finally, has a direction and the Women 
Protection Bill was passed by the Parliament 
and our religious right was politically marginalized 
and democratically marginalized, on the basis 
of the count in the Parliament. So I think, this is 
a very exciting moment in our history and we 
also really have a feeling that now there is no 
looking back and we are going to continue with 
implementing the idea of enlightened moderation.

In this regard, where we have embarked upon
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political reforms on the internal policy front, the 
external policy fronts are equally important. In 
this context, three different political parties, on 
an earlier occasion, had paid official visits to 
India on the Indian GovernmentÕs invitation, and 
the MQM Ðmy party, was the fourth one. A six-
member delegation has recently concluded its 
five-day visit to New Delhi and Mumbai. The 
issue that we were able to lay stress on was 
that people of South Asia have a dream to 
evolve, a South Asian fraternity. Manmohan 
Singh reciprocated in very categorical words, 
that he also has a vision that this region, one 
day, will become an economic bloc. This region, 
one day, will become prosperous, will progress 
and have a durable and long lasting peace and 
the people of South Asia will have a common 
destiny, a common goal. His statement released 
today is also the same. So, what do we 
emphasize? We emphasize three things; the 
first one is that the composite dialogue has to 
become an irreversible one. The India Ð Pakistan 

friendship, relationship and dialogue process 
has to become an irreversible one and for that 
whatever measures are required should be taken 
so that the two countries and the two 
governments keep on retaining the confidence 
of the people. 

The second thing that we emphasized is that 
this composite dialogue should also be related 
to some kind of a timeframe, and that only will 
convey the very clear message to the people 
that this is not just a lip service. It is not going 
to have a short life and this time, the 
Governments of the two sides, with complete 
support of the people, mean business. 
Manmohan Singh also was very categorical and 
he reciprocated that he himself as well as the 
Government of India have complete confidence 
in President Musharraf and that they can do 
business with him. So I think, that was very 
heartening, and was very encouraging for us. 
The recently concluded agreement, after the

ÒÉ.if Europe contributes to the resolution of these longstanding disputes, like Kashmir and Palestine, it would help in ensuring 
the enduring stability and peace and security there.Ó     (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed)



23
Pakistan and the European Union

third round of talks, on combating terrorism 
jointly, has given immense confidence to the 
Indians and now they are ready to enhance the 
pace of this process also. This was another 
message that we have brought back home. 	

The third thing that we emphasize is that, at 
some point in time, after these confidence 
building measures, through a composite dialogue 
and in tandem with different issues being tackled 
and settled, one day the most contentious issues 
will also be on the table of negotiation. So, at 
that point in time, the peace activists and 
moderates, who are in majority in both the 
countries, cannot afford to be bitten by a snake 
only to meet a steep fall. We cannot afford to 
see it becoming a ÔladderÐandÐsnakeÕ pattern 
because that will be then too disastrous at that 
point in time. After we have been, through 
different initial stages, taking up the contentious 
issue, there has to be an Ôout-of-boxÕ approach. 
The two sides will have to demonstrate flexibility, 
but if they do not have the statesmanship of the 
kind that is required at that point in time, if they 
still lack the courage, and there is still something 
which is holding them back, like the legacy of 
the past, the domestic compulsions, the 
pressures of the hawks and the religious right, 
then they have to find a political, at least, an 
interim solution, which should be one complete 
solution in itself, paving the way for a permanent 
solution at a later stage. So, the two sides have 
an obligation to at least try and find out a very 
complete and intact interim solution and, I think, 
in that regard, the recent proposals by President 
Musharraf on the autonomy and self rule, the 
demilitarization, softening of the border and then 
some kind of a joint control, are reasonable. I 
think, only today we are able to have a feedback 
on that, though there is a cautious response 
from the Indian side, but I think, in any way, that 
it is also a good sign. So, some progress has to 
be made and some timeframe also has to be 

set and the third thing that this process has to 
become is irreversible.

So, there was no issue disputed by the Indian 
side. Mr. Parnam Mukharjee and Mr. Lal Krishan 
Advani, who is a Leader of the Opposition, were 
in complete agreement to what we were saying. 
So, we do not see what we talk in private, we 
do not see any problem. Though there may be 
still some reluctance, more so, on the Indian 
side that they may not be coming through on 
track-II diplomacy and through other sources. 
They are talking to Pakistan on Kashmir. So I 
think, this is the time where friends like the 
European Union, the North American countries 
and other important countries of the international 
community, have some kind of a role in trying 
to see this region becoming more stable so that 
our common goal of attainment of a global peace 
is also duly guarded and protected. I think, we 
all have a responsibility and obligation towards 
this. This was the thing which actually Mushahid 
has also asked me to highlight. I think, on 
enlightened moderation, he has spoken a lot. 
We are very clear on this. We do not believe 
that there is any thing like clash of civilizations 
and this is an era of political economy where 
economy dictates politics and not the other way 
around. So, this has to be understood by all and 
we have to work towards attaining the global 
goals. The global peace is one thing for which 
we can all work together and I am extremely 
grateful for your visit to Pakistan and we have 
very good hopes through this visit that this will 
enable change in perception. Perception is 
stronger than reality but reality, one day, has to 
overcome perception. What really Pakistan is 
from inside, I think, the real taste of pudding is 
in its eating and seeing is believing.	

So you have been to Peshawar today, you 
survived Peshawar, you survived Madrassahs 
and Maulana Sami-ul-Haq also. Thank you very
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much and if there are any questions, we will be 
glad to answer, before we go for dinner hosted 
by Mushahid Hussain.

Mr. Sajjad Karim: Can I, on behalf of my 
colleagues and myself, first of all, thank you for 
a very kind welcome to your Parliament and 
indeed for all the arrangements that you and 
through your colleagues have put in place to 
facilitate our delegation. We indeed have had a 
very interesting couple of days since we have 
been here and there is so much that all my 
colleagues have picked up through the visits 
that we have had in the last couple of days that 
will, I hope, contribute towards the discussion 
we have today. There is one point that I would 
like to raise but Senator Mushahid Hussain is 
not here presently. Although I do notice that you 
have your secret trade weapon, Dr. Donya Aziz, 
sitting right across the table from me, and trade 
is my area, so there may be something that I 
can discuss with her.

I would like to move, I think at this stage, 
immediately to Mr. Josef Leinen, my colleague. 

He has a question and then my colleague from 
the Czech Republic, as Vice Chair, will take over 
chairing the meeting. Thank you very much.	

Mr. Josef Leinen: Many thanks for the 
presentation you have done. We had a very 
good impression of Pakistan already in the last 
two days and I must say we are the SAARC 
delegation. In European Parliament, we have 
formed the delegation to SAARC and, in fact, 
we are coming back from India. We would 
encourage you as much as possible to look for 
closer cooperation in South Asia because that 
is the future. As we have done in Europe, you 
have to do in your region, and as you say 
economy and energy are the driving forces. I 
am living exactly on the German Ð French border 
and we have done three wars over this border 
and after the last war we have discovered that 
there is another method Ð cooperation instead 
of confrontation, and today there are no more 
borders, we even have the same money. So, 
let us say the future is in the making; borders 
are irrelevant and in the 21st century economy 
and technology are the norms. We have so
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