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From the Chairman’s Desk

I am delighted to present the 20th Report in the series of the activities
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

The Report is a unique document, as it was the first parliamentary
contact between the two countries since Vietham's independence. The
freedom loving people across the world have the highest esteem for
the indomitable courage of the Vietnamese nation for the sacrifices
they made in defence of their homeland and finally prevented. Looking
at Pakistan today, | find the saga of Vietham's heroism an inspiring
example for our nation.

The delegation was also unique in the sense that it was the first time
that Pakistan delegation was composed of five major political parties
represented in Pakistan's Parliament and thus reflected the unity
across the national spectrum.

The visit was very rewarding. It provided the delegates an opportunity
to see and learn from a Vietnamese experience and share mutual
aspirations and experiences.

I am confident that the Report will be a useful document for policy
makers and those interested in international affairs.

I compliment the Committee's staff and the Hanns Seidel Foundation
for their contribution to the preparation of this Report.

| d AL S

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A delegation of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Senate of
Pakistan, headed by its Chairman,
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
visited Vietnam from 30th June to
5th July 2008. The delegation,
comprising of nine senators from five
different political parties, was the
first ever parliamentary delegation
from Pakistan to visit Vietnam.

The Foreign Relations Committee of
Pakistan Senate, led by Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed, held talks
with the Foreign Affairs Committee
of the National Assembly of Vietnam
onJuly 1, 2008. The Vietnamese side
highly appreciated the first ever visit
of the Foreign Relations Committee
of Pakistan to Vietnam. Both sides
hoped that the visit would lay the
foundation of strong bilateral
relations, particularly between the
two parliaments in the future.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
spoke highly of the achievements
of the Vietnamese nation under the
leadership of President Ho Chi
Minh, and recalled the support
rendered by the people and
government of Pakistan to the
people and government of Vietnam
during their struggle in the past.
The Vietnamese side informed that
Vietnam accords high priority and
great importance to its relations
with Pakistan and would like to
further enhance these relations,
particularly between the two

parliaments and their different
committees.

Both sides agreed to exchange
information on parliamentary
documents so as to share each
other's experience in legislation.
Emphasis was also laid on exchange
of visits of parliamentary delegations
and strengthening coordination at
international parliamentary forums.
They also agreed to work for
enhancing people-to-people contacts
and commercial and economic
relations between the two countries.
An  MoU Dbetween the two
parliaments would be signed when
the Vietnamese delegation will visit
Pakistan during the last quarter of
the year 2008. On this occasion,
invitations to the Vietnamese side
were extended by Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed and other members
of the delegation.

The delegation called on Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
Pham Gia Khiem on July 1, 2008.
He welcomed the delegation and
termed the visit as an important
landmark in bilateral relations
between the two countries and
stressed on the need for vigorous
economic exchanges and trade. The
current turnover is US$ 135 million.
He emphasized that it was still a
very modest volume keeping in view
the potential of the two countries.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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congratulated the Foreign Minister
on assumption of the presidency of
the UN Security Council on the
same morning. The Chairman also
thanked the Vietnamese side for
support to Pakistan in its
membership in ASEM and urged for
similar support to Pakistan's bid for
Full Dialogue Partnership Status
with ASEAN.

The Pakistani delegation called on
Vice President of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, Madam
Nguyen Thi Doan on July 2, 2008.
While welcoming the delegation, the
Vice President informed that the
party and people see with great
interest the development of
Pakistan. Chairman Mushahid, while
briefing the Vice President on the
achievements of Pakistan, observed
that the composition of the
delegation itself is reflective of the
“diversity in unity” of Pakistan. The
Chairman expressed satisfaction at
the increasing relationship between
the two nations. In this context, he
underlined the need for
development of economic relations
and defence relations through
mutual exchange of visits. The Vice
President thanked Pakistan for
support to Vietnam in its entry to
the WTO and becoming a non-
permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council. She
endorsed the need to increase and
continue exchange of visits at high
level between ministries and
agencies for developing investment
and trade relations. Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed also
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briefed the Vice President on the
role of women in Pakistan.

The delegation called on the
President and Chairman of the
National Assembly, H.E. Mr. Nguyen
Phu Trong, who termed the
delegation as a very strong team
and important delegation visiting
Vietnam. Mr. Nguyen Phu Trong
thanked the Pakistani parlia-
mentarians for taking interest in
Vietnam and informed that a new
stage has been set in our bilateral
relationship. Leader of the Pakistani
delegation briefed the President of
the National Assembly of Vietnam
on their discussion and conclusions
reached between the two Foreign
Affairs Committees. He informed
that it has been agreed that the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
would be a focal point for
cooperation between the two
parliaments and both sides would
increase cooperation at international
parliamentary forums particularly at
IPU.

The delegation also visited the
headquarters of Nhan Dan News-
papers, the leading daily of Vietham
and official organ of the Communist
Party.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
stated that because of inter-
national political reasons, facts are
distorted by the media and fiction
is promoted. Sometimes, political
interests influence reporting and
if political interests are not com-
patible with the interest of certain




countries then their media
presents coverage in a different
manner. Currently, the West was
justifying the invasion and
occupation in our region by linking
events with their own security.
This happened in Vietnam 40 years
ago.

Chairman Mushahid briefed the
newspapers’ editors and staff stating
that Pakistani society was very
dynamic and this could be seen in
the struggle of the lawyers, the civil
society, the media, the women
activists and the NGOs. The
dynamism was reflected in certain
kind of freedom which was there
because of Pakistan media
revolution in Pakistan. Pakistan is
happy that peace has returned to
Vietnam and it hopes that our
region, particularly Pakistan, also
achieves peace, since it has been
in the eye of the storm for the last
30 years.

Mr. Thuan Huu informed that
Vietnam has several publications;
some are daily, some weekly, as well
as two electronic publications. “In
Vietnam we have many newspapers
which are published in English,
French and Chinese. There are 100
channels operating in Vietnam.
There are no private TV channels
and when the government grants
permission to a government
sponsored channel only then there
is no checking.”

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq
complimented the hosts on their
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achievements in fighting against
American imperialism as well as
French colonialism and Japanese
aggression. Pakistan wants to learn
from Vietnam’s example which is a
living example of inspiration for all
oppressed people.

The delegation also had a dialogue
with Associate Professor, Dr. Duong
Van Quang, Director, and other
members of the Board of Manage-
ment and faculty of the Institute of
International Relations & Diplomacy,
Vietnam, which is a leading think
tank of the country. Senator
Mushahid spoke on the topic of
"Emerging scenarios in Asia and the
role of Pakistan". A very positive
image was conveyed during these
interactions and misper-ceptions
were allayed by responding to the
questions of the participants. He
proposed to the Institute of
International Relations & Diplomacy,
Vietnam to consider signing of an
MoU for cooperation with the leading
think tank of Pakistan like the
Institute of Strategic Studies,
Islamabad.

A meeting between the delegation
and the Institute of International
Relations and Diplomacy was held
on July 4, 2008. Senator Mushahid
observed the visit as a path breaking
because this was the first Parlia-
mentary delegation since the
establishment of the diplomatic
relations between the two countries
in November, 1972. Pakistan has
been in the eye of the storm since,
1979. There was the invasion and
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occupation of Afghanistan by the
Soviet Union, which resulted in a
huge influx of 3.5 million refugees
from Afghanistan to Pakistan. These
refugees were hosted by Pakistan
and the relationship between the
refugees and the people of Pakistan
was friction free. Pakistan was a
pivotal player in the last big battle
of the 20th century, which ended the
Cold War. Pakistan is again the center
of gravity and Afghanistan faces U.S
and NATO forces instead of the
former Soviet forces. Pakistan is the
partner in the campaign against
terrorism. Pakistanis are worried that
a war in Afghanistan may spill across
into their country and might
destabilize the parts of Pakistan
neighbouring Afghanistan.

Continuing further, Senator
Mushahid Hussain stated that
another important development had
been the nuclearization of the
region, which was started by India
and was culminated on May 28, 1998
when Pakistan tested its nuclear
devices. India went nuclear for its
status while Pakistan went nuclear
for its security, being a medium sized
power. India faced no threat from
any quarter, be it China, USA or
Russia. Pakistan, on the other hand,
faced aggression on three different
occasions in its history. Therefore,
Pakistan went nuclear purely for
defence purposes and deterrence.
Now there is a South Asian version
of the balance of terror, which had
initially preserved peace in South
Asia. Then there was peace a
process between Pakistan and India
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as the people were keen for
rapprochement and normalization of
relations which included the
resolution of longstanding dispute
of Jammu and Kashmir, which was
still part of the United Nations
agenda. The resolutions of Kashmir
should be implemented by the
United Nations like it implemented
the resolution on Kuwait, Kosovo and
East Timor. Since 1989 there had
been popular, indigenous and
widespread uprising in Kashmir.
India has the highest soldier-to-
civilian ratio in the Kashmir valley.
Pakistanis feel that Kashmir should
be treated as a human issue.
Senator Mushahid Hussain reminded
the participants that there were only
two instances after World War-II
where rape had been used as
weapon of war. One is Kashmir and
the other is Bosnia in Europe during
the 90s. He said that this situation
was repugnant to all accepted norms
of civilization, norms of democratic
conduct, and also a violation of the
United Nations Charter and the
International Law.

Senator Mushahid Hussain said that
there was a new positive trend
happening in the region, one on the
domestic front, and the other on
the regional front. On the domestic
front, there was the power of public
opinion which was making itself felt
and was bypassing governments
and established leadership. For
example, in Nepal, there was
victory of the Maoist Party through
democratic elections. In India in
2005, the nuclear agreement




between India and America was
scuttled by the power of public
opinion when the Communist Party
of India and the NGOs and civil
society refused to accept it. In
Pakistan, the longstanding
movement for the restoration of
judiciary was spear headed by
people like Senator Khosa and
Senator Zafar, including Senator
Nilofar Bakhtiar. That movement
involved the people of Pakistan,
media, lawyers, civil society and
NGOs. That power of public opinion
weakened the strong military
president and led a new
environment in Pakistan. In Turkey,
the American forces wanted to use
Turkey as a base to attack Iraq but
the Turkish Parliament did not
accept that. The Turkish army
wanted to prevent the candidacy of
Mr. Abdullah Gul for presidency but
he is now president. So, the power
of public opinion is there, which is
a very healthy development for
Asia.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further
stated that on the regional front
there was regional cooperation
emerging, driven by energy and
economy. There are regional
organizations like the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). Afghanistan is now a
member of SAARC. China was an
observer of SAARC and Iran wanted
to join SAARC. Then there was the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO). Russia, China, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan are members of SCO,
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while Pakistan, India and Iran are
now observers of SCO. Then there
are the pipelines coming up, like the
Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline, and the
Qatar-Pakistan-India pipeline. So
this is a good sign that countries
are cooperating regionally with each
other, based on energy and
economy. Pakistan is a bridge
between East Asia and Central Asia
and Pakistan was the shortest outlet
to sea for Central Asia.

He concluded by saying that
Pakistan is a friend of Vietnam and
wants closer cooperation with it and
in ASEAN. Pakistan seeks the
support of Vietham to become a full
dialogue partner of ASEAN. He
thanked Vietnam for their support
to Pakistan in ASEM. Pakistan
supported Vietnam in the U.N
Security Council and the WTO and
Pakistan has absolutely no conflict
of interest with Vietnam.

Professor Dr. Duong Van Quang
thanked Senator Mushahid Hussain
for his introductory remarks and
responded to the questions.
Professor Quang replied that
Vietnam’s foreign policy has three
main priorities; national security,
economic development and
international status. There is a
dynamic relationship between the
three. From 1968 to 1985, national
security was No.1l, economic
development No.2, and international
status was No0.3. Reason being that
Vietnam was isolated at that time
and had to normalize the relations
with big powers. In 1995, economic
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development became No.1,
supported by national security,
followed by international status.
Since 2000, Vietnam enshrined
economic development, followed by
international status in its foreign
policy. This is why, it was making
the effort to become a permanent
member of the United Nations.
Since, 1998, Vietnam introduced a
policy of having fewer enemies and
more friends. In 2001, it introduced
the policy of being friend of all.
Vietnam had territorial disputes with
China and other countries but they
are being discussed. This does not
mean that it does not have security
concerns. The Communist party was
pursuing the policy of fighting
poverty, which was classified as
enemy No.1l. Mr. Nguyen Hung Son

stated that, from Vietnam’s
perception, there were no
permanent friends and no
permanent enemies. Only the

national interest was paramount and
it tried to minimize the element of
differences with other countries.
Vietnam considered the United

States as enemy which caused
suffering to the people of Vietnam,
but Vietnam could never benefit
without economic cooperation from
the U.S. Therefore, it considered the
U.S. as its friend and it tries to
maximize the area of cooperation
and, at the same time, tries to
minimize the differences with the
uU.S.

On the issue of Kashmir, Mr.
Ngyuen Hung Son said that it was
very unfortunate that this issue

had not been resolved and
Vietnam shared the same
sympathy with both India and
Pakistan. He showed little

knowledge about the Kashmir
issue but said that they share the
concerns of the delegation on the
humanitarian aspects of the
conflict and whatever initiative
Pakistan takes to resolve the
human rights crisis it would be
supported by Vietnam. Professor
Quang stated that he was sure
that unipolar moment for the U.S.
has passed.
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Members of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Delegation to Vietnam

A delegation of the Foreign Relations Committee, Senate of Pakistan visited
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam from 30th June to 5th July 2008 on the
invitation of Vietnam Parliament. The delegation which was led by Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed spent five busy days in Hanoi and held meetings
with various dignitaries of Vietnam which included the Vice President of
Vietnam, the President of the National Assembly, the Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister, the Foreign Affairs Committee of Vietnam
Parliament, the Deputy Editor of Nhan Dan daily and scholars of the Institute
of International Relations & Diplomacy.

The following constituted the delegation:

1. Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
(Leader of the Delegation)

2. Senator Syed Tahir Hussain Mash’hadi
3. Senator S.M. Zafar

4. Senator Nisar A. Memon

5. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq

6. Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood
7. Senator Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa
8. Senator Naeem Hussain Chattha

9. Senator Nilofar Bakhtiar

10. Mr. Iftikharullah Babar,

Secretary Committee/Additional Secretary
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Verbatim record of the
meetings held at Vietnam

Meeting with the Foreign Affairs Committee of
Vietnam Parliament

Meeting with Deputy Prime Minister & Foreign
Minister

Meeting with Vice President of Vietnam
Meeting with President of the National Assembly

Meeting with Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Nhan Dan
Newspaper

Meeting at the Institute of International
Relations & Diplomacy, Vietnam
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Meeting with Foreign Affairs Committee of the

of the National Assembly of Vietham

Mr. Nguyen Van Son, Chairman
Foreign Affairs Committee: The
Foreign Affairs Committee of the
National Assembly of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam extends to you
a warm welcome on your visit to
Vietnam. | know that you bring a very
strong team, both members of your
Committee, as well as various chairs
of the committees in the Senate. It
is indeed my great pleasure to meet
you again after our meeting in
Islamabad en route to Europe with
a delegation of the National
Assembly. I am confident that your
visit will further promote cooperation
between our two countries and
parliaments.

Before we start our discussion, |
would like to introduce my
delegation to you. Mr. Ngo Anh
Dung, is Deputy Chairman of the
External Affairs Committee, Mr.

Hanoi, July 1, 2008

Luong Phan Cu, is Deputy Chair of
the Social Affairs Committee, Mr. Ha
Minh Hue, is Member of the External
Affairs Committee, Member of South
Asia-Vietnam Parliamentarian
Caucus, Mr. Nguyen Lan Dung is
Member of the External Affairs
Committee, Ms. Pham Thi Loan is
member of the Committee of Finance
and Budget, Mr. Le Nhu Tieu is
member of Council and Education
Committee and Vietnam-South Asia
Caucus. Also present in my
delegation is Ms. Vu Thi Hong Ngoc,
Deputy Director General of External
Affairs Department of the National
Assembly Office, Ms. Nguyen Tuong
Van, Chief of Asia-Pacific Division of
the External Affairs of National
Assembly Office and other officials
of the National Assembly.

Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed: Thank you very much Mr.

Assemby of Vietnam.

July 1, 2008: Meeting with the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National
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