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From the Chairman’s Desk

The Report on Senate Foreign Relations Committee visit to Azerbaijan
is of special significance. Azerbaijan emerged as an independent
country in 1991 with the breakup of Soviet Union, along with five
other Central Asian states. Pakistan recognized it shortly after its
independence and opened diplomatic relations with resident
ambassadors in the two capitals.

Azerbaijan is the largest of the Trans-Caucus states in size and
population. It is endowed with rich mineral and energy resources. It
is a member of all the regional organizations as well as UN and the
OlIC.

Pakistan has pursued a policy of close and fraternal relations with all
the states in the region. Its membership of SCO is motivated by its
desire to forge close economic and political relations and work for the
stability in the region.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee visit to Baku was in return
for an Azerbaijan parliamentarians visit to Islamabad in December,
2006; and reflected the mutual desire to promote and deepen bilateral
relations.

I trust, the report, as the previous ones, will constitute a useful

addition to literature on Central Asia, and welcomed by analysts,
researchers and those interested in the affairs of the region.

| i L A

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A delegation of 9 Senators of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
visited Azerbaijan from 6th to 10th
July, 2008, on the invitation of the
Azerbaijan Parliament. During its visit
the delegation called on the
President, the Prime Minister and the
Chairman of Milli Mejlis of Azerbaijan.
The delegation held meetings with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Minister of Industry and Energy, the
Permanent Commission of the Milli
Mejlis for International and Inter
Parliamentary Relations of Milli Mejlis,
Members of the Pakistan-Azerbaijan

Friendship Group, Permanent
Commission of the Milli Mejlis for
Social Affairs, Permanent

Commission of the Milli Mejlis for
Security and Defence and Vice
Chairman of the New Azerbaijan
Party.

The first meeting of the delegation
was held with Pakistan-Azerbaijan
Friendship Group. Its Chairman, Mr.
Eldar Ibrahimov, welcoming the
delegation recalled that Pakistan was
one of the first countries to recognize
Azerbaijan after its independence.
After the earthquake of October 2005
in Pakistan, President Ilham Aliyev
was the first leader to offer
condolences to the President of
Pakistan and the first Vice President
of Azerbaijan visited Pakistan. Lady
Mehrban Aliyev, the First Lady of
Azerbaijan, donated a school in the
earthquake affected area of Azad
Kashmir. The people of Azerbaijan

will always remember Pakistan's offer
of military assistance for the
liberation of Azerbaijan’s occupied
lands and its support in the UN on
the Nagorno-Karabakh issue. The
President hoped that the visit of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
delegation would further strengthen
relations between the two countries.
He invited Pakistan to send a
delegation to monitor the Presidential
Elections in Azerbaijan scheduled for
15th October 2008.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
leader of Pakistan Senate delegation
stated that coming to Azerbaijan was
like home coming. The two countries
had consensus on many issues and
Pakistan-Azerbaijan solidarity was a
source of strength. In spite of the
changes of governments in Pakistan,
the position on Nagorno-Karabakh
would not change. He said that
countries which have visionary
leaders like Quaid-e-Azam and
Heydar Aliyev were successful in
breaking the shackles of imperialism.
He invited the New Azerbaijan Party
to the International Conference of
Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) to be
held in Islamabad on 24-26 October
2008. He also thanked the First Lady
of Azerbaijan for financing the
building of a school in the earthquake
affected area of Azad Kashmir.

Senator Sardar Muhammad Latif
Khan Khosa conveyed greetings of
Pakistan parliamentarians to the
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Azerbaijan Parliament. He said that
he was impressed with the 99%
literacy rate of Azerbaijan and asked
as to how it was achieved. Senator
Wasim Sajjad thanked for the warm
welcome and hospitality extended to
the Pakistani delegation and referred
to the commonality between the two
countries in terms of their struggle
for freedom. There was some
commonality between the culture
and the language as well as common
interests and shared values.

The meeting between the Pakistan
delegation and the Permanent
Commission of the Milli Mejlis for
International and Inter Parliamen-
tary Relations was held at the Milli
Mejlis. Professor Samad Seyidov,
Chairman of the Commission,
thanked Pakistan for supporting
Azerbaijan on the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue. Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed thanked Azerbaijan
for supporting Pakistan’s principled
stand on Kashmir while Pakistan
supports Azerbaijan on the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue. He said that both
the countries were in complete
cooperation on all issues and since
March 2004, Pakistan has posted a
military Attache in Baku. Mr. Asim
Mollazada stated that on 14th March,
2008, India voted against Azerbaijan
at the UN on the Nagorno-Karabakh
issue.

Mr. Hadi Rajabli, Chairman of the
Permanent Commission of the Milli
Mejlis for Social Welfare, informed
that Azerbaijan faced many
problems after its independence. 70

Visit to Azerbaijan

percent of its population was below
the poverty line and 20 percent of
its population died in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. After indepen-
dence, President Heydar Aliyev
started his reform programme
through the Milli Mejlis, which
passed 30-50 laws each year. He
said that the work of this
Commission was supervised by the
Chairman of the Milli Mejlis.

The meeting between the Pakistan
delegation and the Permanent
Commission of the Milli Mejlis for
Security and Defence was also held
on 7th July 2008 at the Milli Mejlis.
The Chairman of the Commission
stated that Pakistan and Azerbaijan
were tied together in a strategic
partnership besides many agree-
ments on bilateral relations. He
recalled resolutions including one in
the Council of Europe asking for
withdrawal of Armenian troops from
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan desired to
resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh issue
by peaceful means and requested
Pakistan to raise the issue of
Nagorno-Karabakh at the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly meeting to
be held in November 2008.

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated
that Pakistan does not recognize
Armenia because it was an
aggressor and Pakistan supports

Azerbaijan on the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue. He stated that
defence  cooperation between

Pakistan and Azerbaijan would be
reinforced since a fulltime Defence
Attache had been posted in the




Pakistan Embassy in Azerbaijan.

In a meeting with Mr. Ogtay Asadov,
Chairman of Milli Mejlis of
Azerbaijan, Mr. Ogtay Asadov stated
that Azerbaijan delegation that
visited Pakistan in 2006 came back
very satisfied and happy. The
relations between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan were very deep rooted.
He also recalled the speech of
President Musharraf to the Milli
Mejlis in 2004 where he said that
Pakistan was ready to provide even
military assistance to Azerbaijan. He
thanked Mr. Mohammedmian
Soomro, Chairman, Senate of
Pakistan for visiting Baku in June
2008 for the 19th Independence Day
celebrations of Azerbaijan. He also
thanked Pakistan for supporting
Azerbaijan and not recognizing
Armenia. Senator Mushahid Hussain
complimented Eldar Ibrahimov for
being the architect of Pakistan-
Azerbaijan relations. He informed
the Chairman that a Conference on
Pakistan-Central Asia and Caucuses
is likely to be held either in
Islamabad or Baku.

In the meeting between the
delegation from Pakistan, Vice
Chairman of the New Azerbaijan Party
Mr. Ali Ahmedov, Chairman of the
Party stated that Pakistan and
Azerbaijan enjoyed fraternal relations
based on commonalities, which would
be further cemented by this visit. He
reiterated Azerbaijan’s unequivocal
support for Pakistan on the Kashmir
issue. Azerbaijan wanted relations
between the two countries not only
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in the political field but also to extend
to economic and trade relations.
Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that
the two countries had three
similarities. Both Pakistan and
Azerbaijan were victims of foreign
aggression. Both democracies were
economically vibrant and believed in
the supremacy of the ballot box. Both
countries had leaders like Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Mr.
Heydar Aliyev, who trans-formed their
respective countries. Mr. Ahmedov
said that in these times, justice was
based on the power of force but
Azerbaijan was trying to solve the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue peacefully.
Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that
it was due to oil politics. The West
had double standards, the UN
resolutions on Kashmir and Nagorno-
Karabakh had not been implemented
while those on East Timor and Kuwait
were implemented.

In their meeting with Mr. Natig Aliyev,
Minister of Industry and Energy, the
Minister stated that the 21st century
was going to be a difficult century
from the point of view of energy, food
and environment. He informed that
last year Azerbaijan exported
843,000 barrels of oil while this year
the figure would touch 1 million
barrels. Azerbaijan was self sufficient
in energy resources, including
electricity. There was longterm pro-
gramme for transporting energy
resources to other countries for which
there are diversified supply routes.
This year, gas production was more
than 1 billion cubic meters and the
total gas reserves of Azerbaijan are
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2.3 trillion cubic meters. He offered
cooperation between Azerbaijan and
Pakistan on energy projects. Senator
Mushahid Hussain thanked the
Minister for offering technical support
on oil exploration.

Senator Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan
Khosa stated that he would request
the Prime Minister of Pakistan to send
a delegation to Azerbaijan for talks
on oil, gas and electricity since it had
surplus production of all three.
Senator Nisar A. Memon stated that
Pakistan had defence production units
and Azerbaijan could benefit from
those. Senator Talha Mahmood stated
that the offer of sharing exploration
expertise was very important and
Pakistan should consider it. Senator
Wasim Sajjad asked the Minister if,
as an oil producing country, he was
in favour of oil prices going up.
Mr. Ali Ahmedov responded that high
oil price was not due to any economic
reason but was due to fight for
resources and energy between the
big powers. The current price of $ 140
per barrel was not the real price and
would stabilize between $ 110-120
per barrel. He was of the view that
the increase in price of oil was not
helping the producers because they
also faced higher prices for other
goods that they imported and
consumed.

The delegation from Pakistan also
called on Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Senator
Mushahid Hussain thanked the
President for providing the delegation
an opportunity to meet him. He
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conveyed greetings from the
President and the Prime Minister of
Pakistan to President Aliyev. He also
thanked the President for building of
a school in the earthquake affected
area of Azad Kashmir by the First Lady
of Azerbaijan, Madam Mehrban Aliyev.
He wished success to President Aliyev
in his election scheduled for 15th
October 2008 as Azerbaijan and the
region needed him. He reiterated
Pakistan’s stand on Nagorno-
Karabakh and said that Pakistan had

strategic bond with Azerbaijan.
President Aliyev  stated that
Azerbaijan supported Pakistan’s

principled position on the Kashmir
issue. He said that the voting on the
UN Resolution on Nagorno-Karabakh
showed who are friends of Azerbaijan.
He felt that if OIC was strengthened
the two countries would also be
strengthened. Senator Nisar A.
Memon suggested that Azerbaijan
could send more officers for training
to Pakistan’s defence training
institutions and invited Azerbaijan to
the next Defence Industrial Exhibition.
Senator Mushahid Hussain thanked
the President for his valuable time.
President Aliyev stated that Pakistan
was one of Azerbaijan’s closest allies.

The delegation also held a meeting
with  Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov,
Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan. He
said that political relations were very
strong but economic and trade
relations were not satisfactory.
Senator Mushahid Hussain agreed
that the relationship was lopsided.
There was also scope for oil and
energy cooperation. He said that




Pakistan was unfairly blamed for
developments taking place in
Afghanistan. Pakistan was fighting
the war on terror in which it had lost
more than 1000 Pakistani soldiers
while Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto was
the victim of terrorism. Problems
started when the US left Afghanistan
and went to war in Irag and out-
sourced the Afghan war to NATO.
After five years, they discovered that
Afghanistan was the leading exporter
of narcotics and the Afghan
Government was confined to the city
of Kabul only. Moreover, Pukhtuns in
Afghanistan had been left in the
lurch. The United States blames
Pakistan for the West’s failure in
Afghanistan and wants Pakistan to
do more. Afghanistan was important
to the US because it borders Russia
and China. Indians on the other hand,
have a string of consulates along the
Pakistan border in Afghanistan. He
suggested that Afghanistan should
have a broad-based government
after elections next year. Talks should
be held with Gulbadin Hekmatyar and
other likeminded people. The NATO
allies have no comprehensive policy
on Afghanistan and they only act as
a fire brigade. Corruption was
endemic and the Afghans are
involved. Militarily the war was not
winnable. There had to be some new
thinking. The policy of the United
States after 9/11 has created more
enemies for it.

Mr. Mammadyarov asked whether
Senator Mushahid was suggesting
that NATO should leave Afghanistan.
Senator Mushahid said that there
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should be new allies including Muslim
countries or some Arab countries to
look into the Afghan problem.
Senator Latif Khosa stated that NATO
forces were being looked upon as
occupying forces and not as liberating
forces. Senator Mushahid cautioned
Azerbaijan to be careful as it was in
a volatile neighbourhood.

The delegation also called on Mr.
Artur Rasizade, Prime Minister of the
Republic of Azerbaijan. The Prime
Minister welcomed the delegation and
informed that he had worked with
late President Heydar Aliyev for 35
years. He recalled the visit of
President Musharraf to Azerbaijan in
2004 and President Ilham’s visit to
Pakistan in 2005. He expressed
gratitude to the people of Pakistan
for expressing solidarity with
Azerbaijan on the Nagorno-Karabakh
issue. He also talked about
Azerbaijan’s support to Pakistan on
the Kashmir issue. He said that the
two countries had a Joint Ministerial
Commission and the fourth meeting
of that Commission would be held in
Baku which should be instructed to
achieve progress. He was of the view
that only strong countries are taken
seriously by the world community
and the stronger Pakistan and
Azerbaijan are, the more political
weight they would have. He said that
the main problem of Azerbaijan was
the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh. 20
percent of Azeri territory was under
the occupation of Armenia and there
were one million refugees out of a
total population of 8 million.
Azerbaijan was endeavouring to solve
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this problem by peaceful means but
the destructive attitude of Armenia
did not allow this.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
stated that it was a pleasure to meet
a senior leader who helped in building
a modern state in the Caucuses. He
informed the Prime Minister that all
the political parties of Pakistan were
united and supported Azerbaijan on
the Nagorno-Karabakh issue. He
thanked Azerbaijan for its support
to Pakistan on the Kashmir issue. He
agreed that states need to
strengthen to protect national
security. The mutual cooperation
between the two countries was also
a source of strength. Mr. Rasizade

stated that whatever party came to
power in Azerbaijan it would have
the same strong relations with
Pakistan. Senator Nisar Memon
congratulated the Prime Minister for
the high economic growth rate
achieved by Azerbaijan. He said that
Pakistan had a strong defence
including nuclear capability which
was controlled by a capable
Command and Control Authority.
Pakistan had developed JF-17 Aircraft
in collaboration with China which
would subsequently be sold in the
world market. He extended defence
capabilities to Azerbaijan. The Prime
Minister thanked the delegation for
the offer of cooperation in the
defence and economic fields.
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Members of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Delegation to Azerbaijan

A delegation of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee visited the Republic
of Azerbaijan from 6th to 10th July 2008 on the invitation of Azerbaijan
Parliament. The delegation which was led by Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed spent four busy days and held meetings with various dignitaries
of Azerbaijan which included the President of Azerbaijan, Prime Minister
of Azerbaijan, the Chairman of Milli Mejlis, the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Minister of Industry and Energy, Permanent Commission of the Milli Mejlis
for International and Inter Parliamentary Relations, Members of the Pakistan-
Azerbaijan Friendship Group, Permanent Commission of the Milli Mejlis
for Social Affairs, Permanent Commission of the Milli Mejlis for Security
and Defence and Vice Chairman of the New Azerbaijan Party.

The following were the members of the delegation:

1. Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
(Leader of the delegation)

Senator Wasim Sajjad

Senator Syed Tahir Hussain Mash'hadi
Senator Nisar A. Memon

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq
Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood
Senator Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa

Senator Naeem Hussain Chattha

© © N o g &~ WO N

Mr. Iftikharullah Babar,
Secretary Committee/Additional Secretary
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Verbatim record of the
meetings held in Azerbaijan

Meeting with Pakistan-Azerbaijan Friendship Group
Meeting with Permanent Commission of the Milli
Mejlis for International and Inter-Parliamentary
Relations

Meeting with Permanent Commission of the
Milli Mejlis for Social Affairs

Meeting with Permanent Commission of the
Milli Mejlis for Security and Defence

Meeting with Chairman of the Milli Mejlis
(National Assembly)

Meeting with Vice Chairman of New Azerbaijan Party
Meeting with Minister for Industry and Energy
Meeting with President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Meeting with the Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan

Meeting with the Prime Minister of Azerbaijan
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Meeting with Pakistan — Azerbaijan Friendship Group

Eldar Ibrahimov: Welcome to you
on my behalf and on behalf of the
members of the Pakistan — Azerbaijan
Friendship Group. In 1995, the then-
President  Mr. Heydar  Aliyev
instructed me to develop relations
with Pakistan. The first high level visit
from Azerbaijan to Pakistan was in
April, 1996 under President Heydar
Aliyev. A number of agreements were
signed between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan during President
Musharraf’s visit to Azerbaijan from
8th to 10th June, 2004. Pakistan was
the first country to recognize
Azerbaijan. Pakistan has not
recognized Armenia nor established
diplomatic relations with that country.
In March, 1993 when Pakistan was
the President of Security Council it
got a resolution passed on Nagorno-
Karabakh. In April 2005, Ilham Aliyev
paid an official visit to Pakistan. In
December 2006 our parliamentary

July 7, 2008

delegation paid an official visit to
Pakistan on your invitation. | would
like to thank you for that visit and
for arranging meetings with
dignitaries of Pakistan. After the
earthquake of October, 2005
President Ilham Aliyev was the first
leader to offer condolences to
President Musharraf and the first Vice
President of Azerbaijan visited
Pakistan. The President of Heydar
Aliyev Found-ation, wife of President
Ilham, initiated construction of a
school in the earthquake affected
area of Azad Kashmir and 1 visited
Pakistan with her for the opening of
that school.

Pakistan and Azerbaijan have so
many similarities. We are Muslims
and support each other in different
forms. The people of Azerbaijan will
always remember the speech of
President Musharraf in the Azerbaijan

July 7, 2008: Meeting with Pakistan-Azerbaijan Friendship Group.
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