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From the ChairmanOs Desk

| am delighted to present the 5" Report of the year 2007 on the activities of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. The emergence of 6 independent Muslim states in Central Asia in the
last century was an event of enormous significance. It transformed the political landscape,
creating new geo-strategic factors and enhancing the importance of Central Asia. The availability
of huge sources of energy and small population renders this region an object of intense diplomatic
interest. The creation of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is an illustration of this.

Pakistan has enjoyed very special relations with these neighbouring countries. Besides having
joined SCO as an observer, Pakistan has also set up resident diplomatic missions in all the
capitals and has pursued policy of forging closer economic and political relations. There have
been close rapport between the leadership of these countries and Pakistan.

The visit of a 5-member Parliamentary delegation of Azerbaijan Parliament to Islamabad in
December, 2006 and discussions with them reinforced these relations through better understanding
of mutual perspective on the issues both in bilateral and international context. The discussions
were highly rewarding and laid the basis of further deepening the cooperation between Azerbaijan
and Pakistan.

| trust this Report will be well received and would be a useful document in understanding the
political and geo-strategic issues facing the region.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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Executive Summary

A 5-member delegation of the Milli Mejlis
(National Assembly), Republic of Azerbaijan
headed by Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov, Chairman of the
Standing Parliamentary Commission on Agrarian
Policy visited Pakistan from November 29 to
December 3, 2006 on invitation of the Senate
of Pakistan. A meeting between the visiting
delegation and the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, headed by its Chairman, Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed, was held on
November 29, 2006 to discuss OPakistan-
Azerbaijan relations and the regional scenarioO.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed made three
basic points in his presentation, namely;
Pakistan-Azerbaijan relations, regional economic
cooperation, and regional strategic and political
scenario with reference to issues of extremism
and terrorism. On Pakistan-Azerbaijan relations
he stated that the two countries enjoy a very
close, cooperative and fraternal relationship
which is strengthened by the bonds of history,
religion, culture and geography. He recalled the
visit of President General Pervez Musharraf to
Azerbaijan in 2004, the visit of Mr. llham Aliyev,
President of Azerbaijan to Pakistan in April, 2005
and the visit of Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz to
Baku for the ECO Summit in May, 2006. Both
countries have adopted principled positions to
support each other on major issues.

On the regional scenario, Senator Mushahid
Hussain stated that Pakistan is a strong partner
of the international community in the campaign
against terrorism and extremism. It is among
the leading countries which have sacrificed
immensely for the maintenance of regional
peace, security and stability and for promoting
the cause of anti-terrorism. The situation in the
region has been complicated and destabilized

by the invasion and occupation of Iraq in violation
of the International Law.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
as a Muslim country Pakistan is deeply perturbed
and concerned when attempts are made to link
the issue of terrorism or extremism with Islam,
which is a religion of peace, tolerance and
harmony. Terrorism has no religion. Therefore,
by linking terrorism with Islam the Muslims
perceive the campaign against terrorism as a
war against Islam and a war against Muslims.

Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov recalled his two visits to
Pakistan in 1996 and 2005 when a number of
agreements were signed in the economic,
cultural, sports and other spheres, which helped
in promoting relations between the two countries.
He appreciated the valuable role of Pakistan in
adoption of 4 UN resolutions on Nagorno-
Karabakh. He also reminded the Pakistani side
of the continuing support of Azerbaijan to
Pakistan on the Kashmir situation. He suggested
that political parties of the two countries should
also establish relationship among themselves.
He delivered an invitation from Mr. Samad
Seyidov, Chairman of the Standing Parliamentary
Commission on Foreign Affairs and Inter-
Parliamentary Relations, to Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed to visit Azerbaijan at any
convenient time along with a delegation of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

Mr. Hadi Rajabli recounted the many similarities
and parallels between Pakistan and Azerbaijan.
Pakistan and Azerbaijan face double standard
in international relations but the two countries
are together and support each other. He
suggested that the two countries should move
closer in the context of globalization.

Pakistan - Azerbaijan Relations
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Ms. Rabiyyat Aslanova stated that she has been
teaching the poetry of Dr. Muhammad Igbal at
the University for the last many years but she
had never thought that one day she will be in
his land of birth. Allama Igbal and Jamaluddin
Afghani invited the Muslim world to unite but
unfortunately that could not be achieved and
this is the reason that Islam and terrorism are
being equated today. This is the reason that the
Islamic world is on defensive. Referring to her
research pertaining to Islam, her conclusion was
that the Muslims have to align in tandem to the
changing world scenario.

Mr. Asim Mollazada stated that Azeris share the
ideas of enlightened moderation and reforms
enunciated by President Musharraf of Pakistan.
He said, Owe support him because extremism

and terrorism are not a MuslimOs traitO. Pakistan

and Azerbaijan are on a path of development,
education and high technology as is required of
any country.

Mr. Isa Habibbayli highlighted similarities between
the two countries and stated that Pakistan is
considered to be the ancient cultural civilization
in South Asia while Azerbaijan has confirmed a
similar position in Central Asia. Azerbaijan has
the Caucasus Mountains while Pakistan has the
Himalayas. He stated that Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, Heydar Aliyev and President Pervez
Musharraf are held in high esteem in Azerbaijan.
He suggested that an Azeri corner should be
established in the Lok Virsa Museum in
Islamabad. He also stated that an agreement
between the National University of Modern
Languages, Islamabad and Nakhchivan
University, Azerbaijan would be signed during
this visit which will further strengthen relations
between the two countries.

Senator Nisar A. Memon welcomed the
delegation. He thanked the visiting delegation
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for the support that was provided by Azerbaijan
during the earthquake of October 8, 2005 and
for the consistent and continued support of
Azerbaijan on the Kashmir issue in the United
Nations. He invited the Defence Committee of
the Azerbaijan Parliament to visit Pakistan and
suggested that the arms requirement of
Azerbaijan can be met by Pakistan as it is
producing most of the hardware required by that
country.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq stated that the
Muslim Ummabh is one body, but the world
powers have separated them from one another.
He said, Othe Muslim countries must unite. There
is no concept of terrorism in Islam nor do the
seminaries preach terrorismO.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed stressed the
importance of enhancing relationship between
the two countries at the political, economic,
educational and media levels. He said the
agreements between the two countries should
be effectively implemented. Since the Muslims
believe in Islamic unity it will come with the
Muslim civilization and the Islamic identity. In
this age of globalization, Muslims cannot live in
isolation. There has to be dialogue while
maintaining Muslim identity. The Muslim countries
should join hands to seek final liberation from
colonialism. Instead of following the agenda
given by America the Muslims should have their
own agenda and they should co-exist in such a
manner that all are benefited.

Concluding the meeting, Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed said that he was heartened to
learn that the philosophical and intellectual impact
of the great national poet and philosopher, Dr.
Allama Muhammad Igbal, is felt not just in South
Asia but in the Central Asia, the Arab world,
Iran, Turkey and wherever there is thinking about
the orient. OThe discussion of today has




strengthened relations between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan and the parliaments of the two
countries. However, cooperation between
Pakistan and Azerbaijan in energy, economy,
security, politics and defence is equally important.
The root cause of instability in the region is the
use of military might. The use of force has
resulted in occupation of Nagorno-Karabakh by
Armenia, the Indian occupation of Kashmir, the
Israeli occupation of Lebanon and Palestine and
the Western occupation of Irag and also the use
of force in Afghanistan. The basic lesson from
this scenario is that all countries, big or small,
have to defend themselves with their own
meansO.

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
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Participants of the Meeting

Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting with the delegation
of the Milli Mejlis (National Assembly) of the Republic of Azerbaijan

November 29, 2006

A delegation of the Milli Mejlis (National Assembly) of the Republic of Azerbaijan headed by Mr.

Eldar Ibrahimov, Chairman of the Standing Parliamentary Commission on Agrarian Policy, visited

Pakistan from November 29 to DecemberE3, 2006 on invitation of the Senate of Pakistan. A meeting
between the Azeri delegation and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee headed by its Chairman,

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, was held on Wednesday, November 29, 2006 at the Parliament

House, Islamabad to discuss OPakistan-Azerbaijan relations and the regional scenarioO.

The meeting was attended by the following members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee:

1. Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed Chairman
2. Senator Nisar A. Memon Member
3. Senator Gulshan Saeed Member
4. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq Member
5. Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad Member

Member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee who attended the meeting.
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The Azeri delegation included the following:

1. Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov Leader of the Delegation

2. Mrs. Rabiyyat Aslanova Member

3. Mr. Isa Habibbayli Member

4. Mr. Hadi M. Rajabli Member

5. Mr. Asim Mollazada Member

6. H.E. Mr. Eynulla Madatli Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan

Delegation of the Milli Mejlis (National Assembly) of Azerbaijan.
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Pakistan - Azerbaijan Relations and
the Regional Scenario
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Senate Foreign Relations Committee meeting with the delegation of the
Milli Mejlis (National Assembly) of the Republic of Azerbaijan

November 29, 2006

Proceedings of the meeting

Vebatim Record

Introduction of the meeting participants:

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: | warmly

welcome the delegation of Azerbaijan and hope
that you have had a good flight and that you are
now well settled in Islamabad. You have come
at a very good time in terms of weather and
generally otherwise also. Let me first introduce
the members of my Committee. On my left is
Senator Nisar Memon, he is Chairman of the

Senate Defence Committee and is also a former
Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas.
On my right is Senator Gulshan Saeed,
Chairperson of the Senate Ports and Shipping
Committee. She is a prominent activist and
leader of the ruling party, Pakistan Muslim
League. Prof. Khurshid Ahmad is an honourable
member of the Committee from the OppositionOs

A warm welcome to H.E. Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov, Leader of the Delegation of Milli Mejlis (National Assembly) of Azerbaijan.

Pakistan - Azerbaijan Relations
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religious parties alliance B the MMA and is a
leading intellectual, thinker and economist and
the former Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission of Pakistan as well. Maulana Sami-
ul-Hagq is also from the OppositionOs religious
parties allianceE(MMA) and he heads a very
famous seminary (Madrassah) in the Frontier
Province. He is a good friend of mine and |
always refer to him as a friendly fundamentalist.

First of all, | would request you, Excellency, to
introduce the members of your delegation and
the format would be that | will make a few opening
remarks and then we can have a discussion.

Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov: | would also like to express
my sincere gratitude for the kind invitation to
visit your country and also for sharing with us
your valuable time. Unfortunately, the Chairman
of the Standing Parliamentary Commission on
Foreign Affairs and Inter-Parliamentary Relations,
Mr. Samad Seyidov was not in a position to visit
your country but has sent a letter which | will
later submit. And as you are aware, | will replace
him here as the Chairman of the Pakistani-
Azerbaijani Working Parliamentary Group. | am
also Chairman of the Agrarian Policy Committee
of the National Assembly and Chairman of the
Social Policy Committee. | will also like to mention
that very influential and honourable persons are
included in our Parliamentary delegation.

My honourable colleague, Mrs. Rabiyyat
Aslanova, is Chairperson of the Parliamentary
Commission on Human Rights and Professor
of Philosophy. Mr. Isa Habibbayli is a member
of the Standing Parliamentary Commission on
Science and Education. He is also an
academician at the National Academy of Science
of Azerbaijan and also a Rector of Nakhchivan
State University. You are well aware of Mr.
Eynulla Madatli, our honourable Ambassador,
who is well-known for his activities.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: He is a
good friend of the people of Pakistan.

Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov: Mr. Hadi Rabiyyat is a
member of the Parliamentary Commission on
Social Policy. He holds a Doctorate in politics.
The next colleague is Mr. Asim Mollazada. He
is a member of the Standing Parliamentary
Commission on International Inter-Parliamentary
Relations. He is also a member of the Azerbaijani
delegation to the Council of Europe. He is also
a Doctor of Medicine.

Discussion on agenda
of the meeting:

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank

you, Excellency, and friends from Azerbaijan. It
is indeed a privilege and pleasure for all of us
to interact with you. | would like to make three
basic points in my presentation. The first would
be on Pakistan-Azerbaijan relations, the second
would be on regional economic cooperation and
the third would be on the regional strategic and
political scenario as we see it in Pakistan B with
reference to issues of extremism and terrorism.

On Pakistan B Azerbaijan relations, we are happy
to say that the two countries enjoy a very close,
cooperative and fraternal relationship which is
strengthened by the bonds of history, religion,
culture and geography. President Mr. Ilham
Aliyev is personally known to the people of
Pakistan and to the leadership of Pakistan,
specially President Pervez Musharraf and Prime
Minister Shaukat Aziz and he is held in high
esteem as a young, dynamic and articulate
leader of the region. We have fond memories
of his visit to Pakistan in April, 2005 and of
course Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz was in Baku
for the ECO Summit in May, 2006. Both countries
have adopted principled positions to support
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Members of the delegation in discussion with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

each other on major issues B Azerbaijan on the
issue of Kashmir and Pakistan on the issue of
Nagorno-Karabakh. This relationship has been
reinforced in the field of security as well because
Pakistan is training members of the Azeri armed
forces in Pakistan and | hope you know that
Pakistan has no diplomatic relations with
Armenia.

On the second aspect of economic and regional
cooperation, we have a Joint Economic
Commission which has met three times. We are
both members of the OIC and the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO). We are also
very keen to join TRACECA, the straight corridor
between Europe, Caucasus and Asia, because
this would be reviving the old Silk Route. We
hope that Azerbaijan will support PakistanOs
membership of this organization because it will
be another instrument to strengthen our good
neighbourly relations and regional cooperation.
We are well aware of the pivotal role that
Azerbaijan plays on the issues of energy, oil
and gas, especially with the new pipeline from
Baku to Jeyhan in Turkey via Thilisi.

The third area, | would like to briefly focus on,
is the regional scenario. We feel that the regional
scenario has become complicated because of
the recurrence of the use of force especially in
Irag and Lebanon. Pakistan is a strong partner
of the international community in the campaign
against terrorism and extremism and perhaps |
would say without any shadow of doubt that we
are among the leading countries which have
sacrificed a lot for the maintenance of regional
peace, security and stability and to further the
cause of anti-terrorism. We feel that the invasion
and occupation of Irag, which was a violation of
the International Law, has contributed to
destabilizing this region. Similarly, the Israeli
aggression against Lebanon also contributed to
the destabilization of the region. We feel that,
because of the situation in Iraq, Afghanistan was
again neglected as it was in the past. Pakistan,
which has played a pivotal role to stabilize
Afghanistan, was further undermined because
attention was drawn away from Afghanistan to
Irag. We also feel that in Afghanistan, as in Iraq,
there is need for opening a political dialogue
and this use of force should be avoided and

Pakistan - Azerbaijan Relations
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there should be a resolution of issues through
dialogue, debate and discussion, including
dialogue with those who are in the resistance.

Another point that | would like to mention is that,
as a Muslim country, we are very concerned
when attempts are made to link the issue of
terrorism or extremism with the great faith of
peace, tolerance and harmony b Islam. Terrorism
has no religion and is a universal enemy of
mankind. If there is an attempt to link terrorism
with Islam then the Muslims will perceive this
campaign against terrorism as a war against
Islam and as war against Muslims. So, we have
always been warning our friends in the West to
avoid and to desist from this linkage because
this linkage does not exist.

A final point: in the imagination of most people
in South Asia and in our literature in Urdu or in
Persian (Farsi), there are a lot of references to
Koh Qaff (the Caucasus) and especially the

OKoh-Qaff ki PariyanO, b the fairies of Caucasus

or the beauty of the Caucasus. It is good that
you have brought this beauty here to Islamabad
also, a great pleasure.

Thank you, Excellency, and may | request you
to say a few words before we open the floor for
discussion. If there are any comments or
guestions or whatever from your side, you are
always welcome.

Mr. Eldar Ibrahimov: Thank you very much Mr.

Mushahid, for your statement. | would like to
add something to it. Let me point out that this
meeting of today is routed through 1996 when
our national leader of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Mr. Heydar Aliyev visited Pakistan. | was
honoured to accompany him during his visit. |
should mention that during that visit, 8
agreements were signed in economic, cultural,
sports and other spheres, which are further
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promoting relations in all spheres. | was honoured
again in April last year to accompany our
President Mr. Illham Aliyev. During these
meetings we also signed some documents which
are of benefit for our countries. | should also
mention the visit of the President of Pakistan in
2004 to Azerbaijan as well as his speech
delivered at the National Assembly of Azerbaijan,
and his valuable thoughts regarding the
Karabakh conflict.

I am honoured to underline that the friendly and
sincere relations between the President of
Pakistan, Mr. Pervez Musharraf, and the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr.
llham Aliyev, are so deep that they trickled down
to the people of Azerbaijan. It so happened that
both nations, Pakistan and Azerbaijan, have
similar problems. Pakistan has the Kashmir
problem and Azerbaijan has the Karabakh
problem. Pakistan has always been supporting
the position of Azerbaijan on that issue. We
have always appreciated the valuable role of
Pakistan in the adoption of UN Resolutions
No0.822, 853, 884 and 874 during the presidency
of Pakistan in the United Nations, and no doubt
as a Muslim country we have always been
supporting PakistanOs position on the Kashmir
issue and we are always together with the
Pakistani people.

Let me remind that in the 2005 earthquake in
Pakistan, our President Mr. [lham Aliyev made
a phone call to the President of Pakistan, Mr.
Pervez Musharraf, to offer assistance and
condole with Pakistan. Azerbaijan also sent
assisting staff to Pakistan. | do not want to
underline our support in this regard because we
are both Muslim countries and it is normal for
Muslim brothers to be close to each other during
difficult moments.

Now that you have touched upon the theme of




terrorism, | would like to mention the terrorism
of Armenia which has occupied 20% of the
Azerbaijan territory and, at the moment, we have
more than one million refugees and internal
displaced persons. Being a victim of the terrorism,
we have always been condemning terrorism,
but now the political, economic and other spheres
are clear for everyone. The meeting between
Pakistani Senators and the MPs of Azerbaijan,
both representing their peoples, will bring the
two countries closer on these issues. Both being
Muslim counties, | see our force in unity and we
can respond to terrorism and to other problems
that we face only when we are united. As far as
| know or as far as | was informed, you are a
leading figure in the ruling party in Pakistan. |
myself and majority of my colleagues are
representing a new Azerbaijan party and this is
a party which was established by the national
leader, Mr. Heydar Aliyev, in 1991. We were
among the founders of this party, and taking this
opportunity, | would like to express my views
that in the future we can also establish an inter-
party relationship. A few weeks ago we
participated in the congress of the ruling party
in Turkey. | invite you to establish more close
cooperation on the party level to deepen our
relations further.

And finally, | will stop because my colleagues
also want to make some points. | am pleased
to convey the best regards of the Chairman of
the National Assembly of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ogtay
Asadov to you. As | mentioned before, | will
convey a letter of my colleague Mr. Samad
Seyidov to you. This is an invitation to visit
Azerbaijan at any convenient time and it is not
just an invitation, we kindly request you to please
accept this.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank
you.
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Mr. Hadi Rajabli: Thank you very much, Mr.
Ibrahimov. | just want to point out that | am very
interested in Pakistan and Azerbaijan relations
and as a assistance. | am following all news in
this regard.

There are many similarities and parallels in
relations between the two countries. Pakistan
experienced a very difficult situation and | will
mention just the Kashmir problem with, of course,
many refugees and internal displaced persons
(IDPs). Similarly, Azerbaijan experienced the
Nagorno-Karabakh problem where, out of a
population of eight million, one million are
refugees. Azerbaijan suffered seventeen
thousand casualties in these wars and today we
have seventeen thousand victim families.

Azerbaijan appreciates the moral and financial
support to our country rendered by Pakistan.
Like Pakistan, we also faced double standards
and, maybe, like Pakistan, we were given a push
to the corner. But one thing is true that today,
Pakistan and Azerbaijan are close to each other
and they support each other. As far as | know
the leadership of your Parliament as well as
Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, Mr.
Mushahid Hussain, always supports position of
Azerbaijan at international institutions. We feel
that it is necessary to be closer to each other in
the context of globalization. Apart from other
Muslim countries, we always feel the closer
position of Pakistan and its support to Azerbaijan.
| again want to express my sincere gratitude to
the Pakistani leadership and | hope that we can
promise to do our best to strengthen and to
deepen mutual relations.

Ms. Rabiyyat Aslanova: Thank you. | am happy

to be here today. Long ago, when | taught the
poetry of Allama Muhammad Igbal, | never
thought that some day | will be in his land. | think
that Muhammad Igbal and Jamaluddin Afghani

Pakistan - Azerbaijan Relations
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed hosted a banquet in honour of the Parliamentary delegation of Azerbaijan.

invited the Muslim world to be closer to each
other. Unfortunately, today we are not in a
position to unite the Muslim world, which is the
reason for our warning regarding Islam and
terrorism today. We in the Islamic world are
blamed for every step and we are always in a
defensive position.

| devoted 30 years of my activities to the Islamic
works. My research and my books are devoted
to this theme and | came to the conclusion that
we have to keep aligned to the changing world.
Therefore, we have to change together with the
global changes. Today, we can strengthen our
close relations as close relations between nations
start from the close relations between the
presidents and the ruling circles of the two
countries. So, it is the obligation of everyone to
do his best with regard to close relations. Today
we feel some kind of threat from the Christian
world. That threat is rooted in the immigration
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towards the West. It is like being diminished in
respect of the Islamic morality. It is some kind
of a threat to the Islamic intellectuals. The most
sensitive point today in the West is Central Asia.
From one side, it is rich in gold and on the other
side there is poverty. | think that today we have
to do our best to establish unity among Muslim
Ummah as well as aim to protect rights and to
give no way to violation of rights of anyone.

| will also mention that all my life is devoted to
the protection of human rights. | wish to express
my best wishes to Pakistani people through you
and | hope and | wish prosperity to the Pakistani
people and | hope that relations between our
two countries will deepen further.

Mr. Asim Mollazada: Thank you for giving me
the floor. Yes, it is true we are in opposition, but
fundamentally in democratic opposition. | am
Chairman of the Democratic Reforms and our







