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The current report brings a refreshing report of bilateral relations between Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan. The two countries have consistently supported each other and stood together in the 
days of national crisis. We in Pakistan hold Sri Lanka and its friendly people in high esteem 
and gratitude for logistics and political support to Pakistan during 1971 when India had denied 
its airspace for civilian transport, in a bid to disrupt communication with the eastern province. 
The support was of an extremely critical nature. The resoluteness of then Prime Minister Srimavo 
Bandaranaike was exemplary, in the face of strong Indian pressure.

On its part, Pakistan has in its own humble way helped Sri Lanka overcome intense violence 
and terrorists activities, in the north in 1971 as well as in the recent past.	

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee had a very successful and substantive visit which 
left an indelible impression on the delegation.

Read on the report and favour us with your comments.

From the ChairmanÕs Desk

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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A delegation of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, comprising 4 members and 2 
officials, led by its Chairman, Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Sayed visited Sri Lanka from 13th to 16th 

March, 2008 on the invitation of the Sri Lankan 
Government and the Parliament and held series 
of  meet ings with publ ic and of f ic ia l  
representatives.

The first engagement of the delegation at 
Colombo was a largely attended round table 
discussion at the Regional Centre for Strategic 
Studies (RCSS). 

Senator Mushahid Hussain gave a brief overview 
of the present situation in Pakistan with special 
reference to February 18 elections. Most critics 
had predicted that there would be instability 
following the elections but they have been proved 
wrong and there were no Ôdoomsday scenariosÕ. 
The people of Pakistan have always overcome 
and bounced back after every crisis. The 
democratic process is an antidote to events of 
the recent past. Pakistan is now going to have 
a grand coalition. 

Talking of developments in the region Senator 
Mushahid Hussain stated that there is now more 
growing regional cooperation among countries 
and beyond. There are new developments like 
Afghanistan being made a member of SAARC 
and China and the US are observers of SAARC. 
Iran is about to join the SAARC, either as a 
member or observer. Pakistan, India and Iran 
are observers of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) which includes Russia, 
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan. Then there is IranÐPakistanÐIndia 
gas pipeline project, the TurkmenistanÐ 
AfghanistanÐIndia gas pipeline project and the 
Qatar gas pipeline project, which are driven 

primarily by energy and economy. There is 
rapprochement between China and India, 
between Iran and the Gulf States and peace 
process between Pakistan and India is 
continuing. The overall scenario in the region is 
encouraging. 

Prof. Rifaat Hussain, Director RCSS, commented 
that one positive factor in the region is that 
although there are political problems in Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan the economic growth rate of these 
countries has not been affected.

Dr. John Gooneratne said that he was trying to 
follow events in Pakistan and finding it a bit 
difficult to understand exactly what was 
happening with the recent bombing in Lahore 
and previously the assassination of Benazir 
Bhutto. Senator Mushahid stated that the lethality 
of the terror campaign has intensified and 
escalated. The source is the same as in the 
past. A reason could be the deteriorating situation 
in Afghanistan in the last year and a half. 	

Mr. Murali Reddy highlighted that bombings are 
not a new phenomenon in Pakistan as there 
have been several in Rawalpindi as well. He 
asked Senator Mushahid for reasons of the 
same. He also commented that with regard to 
Pak-US relations, the US has always supported 
Pakistan, to which the Senator replied that not 
just Pakistan but India also has good relations 
with the US, providing the example that India 
voted against Iran in the IAEA whilst Pakistan 
resisted that pressure. He said that it should be 
noted that there is a very fine line between 
friendships, relationships and core interests. 	

Senator Mushahid also commented that the 
military in Pakistan is very clear that they want 
to extricate themselves from politics and the
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Pakistani system has maturity to learn from 
mistakes, the best example being the recent 
free and fair elections.

Mr. Paul Staniland queried as to how it is possible 
to create a more stable political balance in 
Pakistan to which the Senator replied that it is 
now in the hands of the elected civilian leadership 
and they should make sure not to drag the army 
into politics, as has been done in the past.	

Mr. Reddy challenged the SenatorÕs view by 
stating that Pakistan has not necessarily learned 
from the past as they were stable from 1971-76 
but once again reverted to instability thereafter. 
Senator Mushahid reiterated that the new civilian 
leadership is different and the newly elected 
government will follow a different kind of policy. 
He also pointed out that although it has been 
said in the past that Pakistan and Pakistan Army 
did not want peace with India, it was President 
Musharraf who reached out to India to the 
surprise of the Indians. Therefore, this negative 
mindset of the Indians has to change as the 
attitude of the Pakistanis towards India has 
changed considerably.

Ms. Dayani Panagoda compared the resilience 
of Pakistani and Sri Lankan people and said 
that both peoples have the resilience to bounce 
back after a crisis but pointed out that politicians 
of both the countries are impatient and constantly 
need a change of governments. 

Gen. Weerasooriya, following up on DayaniÕs 
comment, said that having lived there for several 
years he has observed several reforms like the 
land policy which could bridge the gap between 
the upper and the lower classes.

Senator Mushahid stated that the shortcoming 
in the political system of Pakistan is that it has 
a very narrow social base and comprises of elite 

from the urban and rural classes. The MQM is 
the only middle class party in Pakistan. India 
chopped off the elite through land reforms in the 
50s and their economic policies added millions 
to the middle class. The Senator also highlighted 
the ÔDubai factorÕ Ð that is of Pakistani workers 
in the gulf - which has contributed to changing 
attitudes and bridging the class gap. He said 
that the argument may not be politically correct 
but the military is a modernizing force in Pakistan 
and is not linked to class background or social 
status issues. 

Ambassador Casie Chetty queried about the 
crisis of the judiciary which President Musharraf 
removed and how it would be dealt with? Senator 
Mushahid replied that there might be a legal 
battle on this.

Gen. Susil Chandrapala wished to move the 
discussion away from Indo-Pak issues to that 
of the whole of SAARC. This regional 
organization was established with lots of 
objectives and expectations but has failed to 
achieve much. The Senator commented that 
SAARC has been held hostage to the Indo-Pak 
crisis but there is hope now as there is an overall 
more relaxed atmosphere in the region. 	

Ms. Dayani Panagoda also noted the link 
between poverty and terrorism and had a query 
on PakistanÕs policy on terrorism. The Senator 
assured that Pakistan has always supported the 
Sri Lankan state as it feels a sense of 
camaraderie with Sri Lanka and it is noteworthy 
that trade has doubled in the last three years. 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka work as a force multiplier 
for each other.

Mr. Balachandran asked about the current 
situation in Kashmir. The Senator replied that 
in the recent overture from Pakistan, a third 
party, namely, the people of Kashmir have gained
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importance. Pakistan supports the decision of 
the people of Kashmir and would go along with 
their wishes. 

High Commissioner Shahzad Chaudhary asked 
about the economic potential of South Asia and 
SAARC, if there was a likelihood that these 
economies will slow down. Senator Mushahid 
stated that there is an inextricable linkage 
between political stability and economic growth, 
therefore ,if there is political stability in the future 
the economies should also benefit.

Ambassador Geetha de Silva referred to the 
expansion of SAARC in the form of admitting a 
new member, Afghanistan, as well as accepting 
several observers both from the east and the 
west, and asked if Pakistan would be in favour 
of making core changes in the SAARC process 
in view of its expansion. She drew attention to 
the SAARC Charter which precluded focusing 
on bilateral and contentious issues and asked 
whether in view of a growing SAARC, Pakistan 
would consider Charter amendments. Senator 
Mushahid responded that it was a fact that 
SAARC was expanding and that changes to the 
SAARC Charter were necessary.

Dr. John Gooneratne commented that he is not 
a SAARC optimist as it has not proved to be 
successful. He wondered whether India was 
keen to include Afghanistan due to the influence 
of the US. He expressed that if the region could 
not manage SAARC in its heyday what optimism 
exists that it will be more productive in future? 
Senator Mushahid was optimistic about the 
inclusion of Afghanistan into SAARC and in 
response to a query if IndiaÕs power will be 
diluted with inclusion of China as an observer 
in SAARC, he said that it will be balanced.	

Air Vice Marshall Tennekoon posed a question 
if the US will need to see the nuclear weapons 

in Pakistan and the Senator thought it is possible 
as the US and Pakistan are friendly states. He 
also spoke of the upcoming US election and 
stated that it is heartening to see a potential 
candidate like Barack Obama, which is a 
manifestation of pluralism and showcases a 
more tolerant US.

Mr. Reddy said that the results of the recent 
elections in Pakistan unanimously indicate that 
President Musharraf should step down; however 
Senator MushahidÕs view was that the people 
do not want another election. Mr. Balachandran 
asked Senator Mushahid if he foresees an Indo-
Pak war, the Senator responded that nuclear 
capability of both the countries would act as a 
deterrent.

The delegation during its stay in Sri Lanka called 
on the President and the Prime Minister and 
held meetings with, the Speaker of the National 
Assembly, the Foreign Minister and Leader of 
the Opposition of Sri Lanka. A very significant 
statement was made by the President of Sri 
Lanka when he said, Òhad it not been for 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka would have lost Jaffna in 
2002Ó.  

The Leader of the Opposition stated that SAARC 
is important but it has to decide what minimum 
it can do as there are fetters on its working 
concerning bilateral contentious issues. He said 
that Pakistan is very crucial to pipelines coming 
to South Asia. 

The Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka stated 
categorically that Pakistan should continue in 
Commonwealth. He said that although Pakistan 
is facing problems pertaining to terrorism, it is 
helping Sri Lanka in fighting that menace.	  

The Speaker of Sri Lankan Parliament stated 
that there is meeting of minds of Buddhist and
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Islamic scholars and referred to writings of Ibne 
Batuta, which provide empirical evidence of the 
same. The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka views 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka relationship as very 
special. 

On its way to Sri Lanka the delegation stopped 
over in Doha, Qatar for logistic reasons. During 
its stay at Doha the delegation called on the 
Deputy Chairman of the Advisory Council (Majlis-
e-Shoora) of the State of Qatar and discussed 
with him matters of bilateral interests, especially 
relations between the Parliament of Pakistan 
and the Advisory Council of the State of Qatar. 

The Pakistani side showed keen interest in 
importing gas from Qatar and suggested that 
Pakistan should be queued up for gas supplies 
from Qatar after 2011 when Qatar would lift 
moratorium on export of gas to additional 
countries. 

The delegation also visited the Headquarters of 
Aljazeera TV Network and was shown around 
the studios and other facilit ies at the 
Headquarters. The delegation showed keen 
interest in the state-of-the-art facilities at the 
studios and asked questions about the 
functioning of the Network.

Visit to Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka is a tropical country situated in the 
Indian Ocean to the south of the Indian 
Subcontinent. As Sri Lanka is located between 
the sea routes to the east and the west, it has 
been exposed to a wide cultural and political 
influence throughout its history. The Island was 
well known to the travelers of many nationalities 
from ancient times and its reputation for spices, 
precious stones and scenic beauty is 
documented in the tales of Greeks, Romans, 
Arabs and Chinese. The main Island of Sri Lanka 
has a maximum length of 435 km in the north 
south direction and a maximum width of 240 km 
in the east west direction. The land area is 65525 
sq. km together with the internal waters of 1570 
sq. km. India and Sri Lanka have signed a treaty 
agreeing to the maritime boundary between the 
two countries in the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Strait 
and Bay of Bengal. 

Sri Lanka has a history spanning a period of 
over 25 centuries. From 483 BC to 1815 AD Sri 
Lanka was ruled by local kings and rulers. From 
1506 AD to 1658 AD the Portuguese ruled the 
maritime provinces of Sri Lanka except the 
Kandyan provinces. From 1658 to 1796 the 
country was ruled by Dutch rulers except the 
Kandyan provinces. The British ruled Sri Lanka 
from 1796 to 1815 except the Kandyan provinces. 
In 1815 AD the British captured the Kandyan 
provinces. Thereafter, it ruled the entire country 
till 1948. 

Sri Lanka is a multi ethnic and multi religious 
country. Hospitality is one of the remarkable 
qualities of the Sri Lankan people and whether 
they are urban or rural, greet any visitor to the 
country with a charming smile and would always 
be ready to help without any consideration. The 

majority of the people are Sinhalese, constituting 
74% of the population. The Tamil population 
amounts to a total of 18.1% of which Indian 
Tamils are 5.5%. Indian Tamils are the 
descendents of the workers brought from India 
to Sri Lanka by the British in the 19th century to 
work on the plantations. The Muslims comprise 
7.1% of the population. All other minorities 
including Burghers (descendents of Dutch and 
other Europeans), Malays, Chinese, etc. account 
for 0.8% of the population.  The annual population 
growth rate is 1.1%. In Sri Lanka 72.2% people 
live in the rural areas while 21.5% and 6.3% live 
in the urban areas and Estates respectively. The 
literacy rate for age 5 years and above is 90% 
while life expectancy is 74 years (males 72 years 
and female 76 years).

A Westminster model was introduced by the 
Soulbury Commission in 1944. The Parliament 
consisted of the Queen (represented by the 
Governor General) and two houses namely the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. The 
House of Representatives consisted of 101 
members and the Senate consisted of 30 
members, of whom 15 were elected by the 
House of Representatives and 15 nominated by 
the Governor General. The Senate was abolished 
on October 2, 1971. From 1978 onwards the 
National Assembly, which is now called 
Parliament, has 225 members. 

The Parliament meets in two alternate weeks in 
each month commencing after the first Sunday 
and meets on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays of the first and third of 
such weeks. But the Parliament can meet on
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other days as well, with the consent of the House 
by moving a motion for this purpose. However, 
the Parliament shall meet for 26 days to consider 
the Appropriation Bill. These days may be 
reduced with the consent of the House on a 
motion moved for this purpose. The hours of 
sitting of the Parliament are from 9.00 a.m. to 
12.00 noon and 1.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. However, 
at present, the sittings of the Parliament 
commence at 9.30 a.m. and the lunch interval 
has been reduced to 30 minutes by resolution 
moved at the commencement of each session 
of the Parliament. Such resolution is valid only 
for that particular session. Since 1997, 
adjournment time of the House on Fridays has 
 been altered to 1.00 p.m. and there is no lunch 
interval. Though the Standing Orders specify 
the hours of sittings, they can be altered with 
the consent of the House on a motion moved at 
the commencement of public business by the 
Leader of the House or by a Cabinet Minister. 

The Committees in the Sri Lankan Parliament 
handle about 70% of the work of the Parliament. 
The work is delegated to the Committees to 
ensure that it is done with reasonable care and 
responsibility. Most of the specialized time-
consuming work of the Parliament is referred to 
the Committees and when nominating Members 
for the different Committees the two whips are 
expected to be taken into consideration - the 
qualifications/interests and experience of each 
Member. On average, each Member of the 
Parliament holds membership in about five 
Parliamentary Committees. The Committees 
should also reflect the party composition in the 
House and each Committee should have 
members from each party represented in the 
Parliament. 

The Public Accounts Committee is the most 

important Committee in the Parliament and its 
tasks are: 

a.	 To probe whether the allocated funds have	
been used by the respective ministries,	
departments, local authorities etc. with the	
maximum efficiency and whether the	
financial regulations have been duly	
complied with. 

b.	 If any excess has taken place, to find out	
whether it was done with proper authority	
and whether it can be justified. If over	
expenditure is justifiable, then the Committee	
can make suitable recommendations to the	
Parliament to allow the same. 

c.	 If excess cannot be justified, then the	
Committee would make recommendations	
regarding action to be taken to prevent such	
occurrence in future. 

The Committee can also make recommendations 
relating to under utilization of funds as well as 
over expenditure on extravagance. The reports 
of the Public Accounts Committee are usually 
not debated in the Parliament, though they may 
sometimes be referred to in the course of other 
debates. However, the recommendations 
contained in such reports are considered to be 
directions to the Parliaments. In many countries 
the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee 
would be from the Opposition benches. In Sri 
Lanka too, on numerous occasions the Chairman 
has been drawn from Opposition benches but 
it is not an established convention.

The Parliamentary Privileges Act was passed 
in 1953 as Act No. 21 and was based on the 
practices and procedures of the British 
Parliaments. This Act, in Clause 7, states that 
the House and the Members shall, in addition 
to the privileges, immunities and powers
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conferred by the Act, enjoy the following 
privileges for the time being enjoyed by the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom. 

-	 Freedom of Speech
-	 The Right to Attend
-	 Right to take exclusive cognizance of its 		

proceedings. 

Part (b) of the schedule contains a list of 
contempts which can be punished under the 
Act. These include:

a)	 Refusal to respond and give evidence.	
b)	 Perjury.
c)	 Boisterous behaviour in the House.	
d)	 Obstructing Officers in the House.	
e)	 Causing disturbance within the premises.	
f)	 Disrespective conduct within the House.	
g)	 Wrongful publication relating to matters 		

in the House. 	 

Parliamentarians in Sri Lanka have a role to play 
in redressing the grievances of citizens against 
administrative injustices and violation of human 
rights. 

Any citizen can send a petition to the Parliament 
for the redress of a grievance. The popularity of 
Public Petitions is evident by the large number 
of petitions received by the Speaker. The petitions 
have to be presented to the Speaker by a 
Member of Parliament through the Secretary 
General of Parliament. However, only private 
Members (those who do not hold ministerial 
portfolio) can move public petitions. The petitions 
should be in respectful language and devoid of 
irrelevant statements. They should be clear and 
legible and conclude with a request mentioning 
the relief sought. The petition has to be duly 
signed by the petitioners and their full names 
and addresses should be included.

Public Petitions:

Colombo, March 13: Meeting with the Information Minister of Sri Lanka on arrival at the Airport.
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The diplomatic relations between Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka were established in 1948. Since then, 
the two countries have consistently maintained 
close, cordial and mutually supportive relations. 
At various times in their history, they have come 
to each otherÕs help and assistance. Apart from 
traditionally friendly relation with Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka is also aware of PakistanÕs significance 
as a counterweight to Indian hegemony in the 
region. Pakistan-Sri Lanka relations are irritant-
free. Pakistan has extended assistance to Sri 
Lanka in various fields including defence. The 
President paid a landmark visit to Sri Lanka from 
July 31 to August 1, 2002. This was the first 
Head of State level visit from Pakistan to Sri 
Lanka since May 1993. The visit was also 
significant as it took place against the backdrop 
of tense security situation between Pakistan and 

India. This visit led to the signing of the following 
agreements/MoUs: 

Framework Agreement on a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA).

A Cultural Exchange Programme for the 
years 2002-2006.

MoU on cooperation in tourism and 
archaeology. 	

In spite of significant Indian pressure on Colombo, 
successive Sri Lankan governments have taken 
a middle course on the Kashmir issue. If the 
Kashmir issue is raised at international forums,

Sri LankaÕs position on Kashmir:

Pakistan - Sri Lanka Relations

Colombo, March 13: Senator Mushahid Hussain replying to media on arrival at the Airport.
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such as the Human Rights Commission or the 
UN General Assembly, the Sri Lankan position 
is to abstain from voting. Sri Lanka supports a 
peaceful settlement of the Kashmir issue through 
bilateral negotiations. Seen in the perspective 
of the critical need of Indian support to the Sri 
Lankan governments on Tamil issue, their 
reluctance to annoy India is understandable. 

Both countries have so far signed the following 
main economic and trade related Agreements 
and MOUs:

Agreement on Protection and Promotion 
of Investment Ð December 1997.

Free Trade Agreement Ð August 2002, 
Operational since June 2005.

Memorandum of Understanding for 
Technical Assistance in the field of 
Gemology and Jewelry Ð February 2005.

Bilateral Economic Cooperation:




