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The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has been regularly issuing reports on its activities, since 
July, 2004. So far it has published 18 reports, containing details of the interaction of the Committee 
with its counterparts in different countries, both inviting them and also visiting them. These reports 
are a treasure-trove for anyone interested in Pakistan's foreign relations and its perspective on 
regional and global issues. These reports, during last four years, have gained a degree of credibility 
as a useful document of parliamentary exchanges in the realms of diplomacy.	

The current Report, however, is different. Instead of a record of bilateral visits and meetings it is 
a record of the 9th meeting of the Standing Committee of the International Conference of Asian 
Political  Parties (ICAPP), held in Islamabad during March 28-30, 2008.	

The Report is not only a compendium of the Islamabad meeting, but also a useful document giving 
detailed information on the ICAPP, its genesis, Charter, membership and a brief description of 
previous meetings and the success it achieved.

The ICAPP is relatively a young organization and unique in character. It is an association of over 
100 political parties from 45 countries of Asia. Some useful appendices and annexures have been 
included in this Report, giving a comprehensive account of the ICAPP. It includes parties with 
different ideologies belonging both to the government and the opposition. 	

The International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) held its first meeting in Manila 
in 2000, where Pakistan was represented by late Prime Minister, Mohtarma Benazir Bhuttto. Then 
the ICAPP convened in Bangkok in 2002, in 2004 in Beijing and in 2006 in Seoul. After that, a 
number of countries put forward their candidature for the 2008 General Assembly, which will have 
representation from all of Asia, and Pakistan was awarded the honour and privilege of hosting 
this Conference. The 5th General Assembly of ICAPP will be held in Islamabad, Insha-Allah, during 
October 24-26, 2008. The meeting of the Standing Committee held in March was to prepare for 
that momentous meeting, whose theme is ÔTowards an Asian CenturyÕ.

I am confident that this report will be received, as the previous ones, with interest.		

I take this opportunity to place on record my thanks to the Committee staff for preparation of this 
report and the HSF for its publication.

From the ChairmanÕs Desk

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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Meeting of the Standing Committee 
of the International Conference of 

Asian Political Parties (ICAPP)

(Islamabad, Pakistan, March 28-30, 2008)



The 9th Meeting of the Standing Committee 
(hereinafter referred to as Òthe MeetingÓ) of the 
International Conference of Asian Political 
Parties (hereinafter referred to as Òthe ICAPPÓ) 
was held at Serena Hotel in Islamabad, Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan, during March 28-29, 2008.	

The Meeting was presided over by the Co-
Chairmen of the Standing Committee, H.E. 
Jose de Venecia, President Emeritus of the 
LAKAS-CMD Party of the Republic of the 
Philippines and Hon. Chung Eui-yong, Chairman 
of the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
United Democratic Party of the Republic of 
Korea, and attended in total by 12 members of 
the Standing Committee (hereinafter referred 
to as Òthe MembersÓ). The list of participants 
and the program of the Meeting are attached 
as Appendix - I and Appendix - II respectively.	

During the Meeting, the Members discussed a 
wide range of issues pertaining to the following 
topics: (1) significance of the Meeting and 
political developments in the region; (2) 
preparations for the 5th General Assembly of 
the ICAPP (hereinafter referred to as Òthe GAÓ), 
including current state of preparations, main 
theme and sub-themes, thematic meetings and 
elements to be included in the Islamabad 
Declaration, and political parties eligible for 
participation in the GA; (3) issues related to the 
Standing Commit tee,  inc luding new 
memberships, time and venue of next SC 
meetings, and a possibility of holding a joint 
session with the Executive Committee (EC) of 
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA); (4) 
priority projects relevant to the ICAPP objectives; 
(5) amendments of the ICAPP Charter; and (6) 
other related issues. The annotated agenda of 
the Meeting which had been prepared by the

Meeting of the Standing Committee of the
International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP)

Islamabad, Pakistan, March 28-30, 2008
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The 9th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the International Conference of Asian Political Parties (ICAPP) held 
in Islamabad, Pakistan: March 28-30, 2008.



Co-Chairmen and circulated among the 
Members prior to the Meeting is attached as 
Appendix - III.	

Strong support for the new government in 
Pakistan:
At the beginning of the Meeting, the Co-
Chairmen and the Members recognized with 
great admiration the results of the general 
elections in Pakistan on February 18, 2008 and 
welcomed the courageous decision taken by 
the three mainstream political parties in 
Pakistan, i.e. Pakistan Muslim League (PML), 
Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians 
(PPPP) and Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-
N) to co-host the 9th SC meeting and the 5th 
GA of the ICAPP. In particular, Co-Chairman 
Jose de Venecia mentioned that both 
developments well confirm our belief in pluralism 
and harmonization of ideologies as essential 
components for strong and sustainable 
democracy. The Members also expressed 
special appreciation to Hon. Mushahid Hussain 

Sayed, Secretary-General of the PML and 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, for his dedication and commitments 
to the success of the 9th SC meeting and the 
5th GA.

In addition, the Members noted that the vote 
of confidence for the new Prime Minister of 
Pakistan was to be conducted on March 29, 
the same day of their Meeting, and 
unanimously agreed to extend their strong 
support to the new Prime Minister and the 
government of Pakistan. Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Sayed expressed his appreciation 
to the Members on behalf of the new 
Pakistani Parliament for their unanimous 
support and mentioned that such strong 
endorsement by the SC of the ICAPP is a 
very encouraging message to the 
government and the people of Pakistan. 
Senator Sayed further said that the Meeting 
was being held at a very significant moment, 
during the democratic transition in Pakistan
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Presiding the meeting: Co-Chairmen of the Standing Committee, H.E. Jose de Venecia, President Emeritus of the 
LAKAS-CMD Party of the Republic of the Philippines and Hon. Chung Eui-yong, Chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee of the United Democratic Party of the Republic of Korea.



after the most fair and transparent elections 
conducted in the history of Pakistan. He 
particularly emphasized that, for the first 
time, all political parties, both ruling and 
opposition, had simultaneously accepted 
the official results of the general elections. 
He also welcomed the Members to 
Islamabad on behalf of the Pakistani hosts 
and reiterated their commitments to further 
promoting ICAPP objectives.

New Members and replacements of Members 
of the SC:
As the first business of the Meeting, the 
Members  accep ted  by  consensus  
representatives of the United Russia Party of 
the Russian Federation and the Justice and 
Development Party (AKP) of Turkey as new 
members of the SC, as had been agreed at the 
7th SC meeting. In this regard, they welcomed 
the participation in the Meeting by Hon. 
Konstantin Kosachev, Deputy Secretary for 
International Policy and Interparty Relations, 
Presidium of the General Council, United Russia 
Party, and Hon. A. Emin …nen, Member of 
Parliament who participated on behalf of Hon. 
Egemen Bagis, Vice Chairman in charge of 
Foreign Affairs, Justice and Development Party 
of Turkey. The Members also noted that the 
SC has become more regionally balanced and 
inclusive by their participation.

The Meeting endorsed the application from the 
PeopleÕs Power Party (PPP) of Thailand, which 
had emerged as the governing party in the 
country after recently held general elections, 
for the membership in the SC, replacing the 
Thai Rak Thai Party which had been dissolved. 
The application letter from Hon. Dr. Surapong 
Suebwonglee, Secretary General of the 
PeopleÕs Power Party of Thailand, dated March 
21, 2008, is attached as Appendix-IV.	

The Meeting also noted new nominations for 
representatives in the SC from two political 
parties. First, Hon. Azat T. Peruash, now 
Chairman of the Atameken Union and Member 

of the Political Bureau, was replaced by Hon. 
Adilbek R. Jaxybekov, First Deputy Chairman, 
to represent PeopleÕs Democratic Party ÒNur 
OtanÓ of Kazakhstan. Second, Hon. Hiroshi 
Takano, former Chairman of the International 
Affairs Committee, was replaced by Hon. 
Kazuyoshi Akaba, new Chairman of the 
International Affairs Committee, to represent 
the New Komei Party of Japan. The Members 
expressed their appreciation to the two outgoing 
members of the SC for their contributions to 
promoting ICAPP objectives.

Support for successful Olympic Games in 
Beijing:
The Members of the SC expressed their strong 
support for, and confidence in, the success of 
the Olympic Games to be held in Beijing, China 
this August. They agreed that the Beijing 
Olympic Games will be a great event not only 
for the people of Asia, but also for the people 
of the whole world. They further agreed to exert 
whatever support they can render to ensure 
the success of the Games.

Political situation in the region and new 
challenges for the ICAPP:
Some Members briefly commented, in their 
opening statements, on the political and 
economic developments in their respective 
countries, emphasizing the need for political 
solidarity among political parties to secure 
sustainable democracy throughout the region 
and the need for collective efforts to deal with 
new challenges faced by developing countries 
in particular, recently soaring prices of food and 
fuel, among others. In this regard, the Members 
once again agreed to continue their efforts to 
develop the ICAPP into a more institutionalized 
organization with clearly focused mandate to 
more effectively cope with the newly arising 
challenges and take more concrete actions in 
concerted manner.

The Members took note that the general 
elections are due on April 9 and April 10 this 
year respectively in the Republic of Korea and
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Nepal and expressed their hope that the results 
of the elections will contribute to further 
strengthening democracy in the two countries. 
In particular, they demonstrated their solidarity 
with the people of Nepal in their efforts to form 
a democratically elected Constitutional 
Assembly. They also hoped that democratic 
institution will be restored in Bangladesh in a 
near future as agreed upon among political 
leaders in the country.	

Preparations for the 5th General Assembly 
of the ICAPP:	

Dates and Venue:
Hon. Mushahid Hussain Sayed of Pakistan 
Muslim League made a general report on the 
current state of preparations for the 5th GA. He 
once again confirmed that the three mainstream 
political parties in Pakistan, i.e. PML, PPPP 
and PML-N, will co-host the 5th GA and the 
institutional and logistic support will be provided 
by both the Senate and the government of the 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan. He further reported 
that, after close consultations among the three 
co-hosting parties, it was decided to hold the 
5th GA meetings from Friday, October 24 to 
Sunday, October 26, 2008 at the National 
Convention Center in Islamabad, Pakistan.	

The Members highly commended the decision 
by the three parties in Pakistan to co-host the 
event, noting that a tradition of co-hosting the 
GA between the governing and opposition 
parties is being established since the 4th GA in 
Seoul, and endorsed the dates and venue as 
suggested by the Pakistani co-hosts.	

Main Theme and Sub-themes:	
The Members agreed to the proposal by 
Pakistan and adopted ÒTowards an Asian 
CenturyÓ as the main theme for the 5th GA and 
Ò(1) regionalism driven by energy and economy, 
(2) promoting reconciliation and rapprochement, 
and (3) combating radicalismÓ as sub-themes. 
In this regard, they noted the earlier statement
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made by Co-Chairman Jose de Venecia that 
Òthe center of global gravity is tilting from the 
West to the  East.Ó They further noted the 
phenomenal political and economic resurgence 
of Asia through progress in political process 
that is more inclusive and democratic, and 
through advances in science, technology, and 
education.	

In addition to the three sub-themes, the following 
topics were suggested for other special 
programs during the GA:

-	 role of young political leaders.
-	 role of women and other minorities.	
-	 foreign policy initiatives.
-	 education.
-	 environment.
-	 transparent elections and sustainable		

democracy, etc.

However, in view of the need to attract broader 
and more interactive participation by delegates, 
and also in consideration of the difficulties faced 
by smaller delegations, the Members agreed 
to continue its discussions on how to effectively 
structure the GA meetings, including thematic 
meetings and other special programs aside 
from the plenary session.

Drafting the Islamabad Declaration:	
The Members agreed that the proposals 
submitted by Pakistan to the 8th SC meeting 
can be a good basis for drafting the Islamabad 
Declaration which will be adopted at the end of 
the 5th GA. It was further agreed that the 
Organizing Committee of the 5th GA to be set 
up among the representatives of the three co-
hosting parties in Pakistan will prepare a draft 
in cooperation with the ICAPP Secretariat and 
circulate among the Members prior to the 
convening of the 5th GA.

In this regard, the Members were requested to 
more actively engage in the drafting process 
and submit their suggestions in writing to either 
the Secretariat or the Organizing Committee. 

The final draft will be submitted to the SC 
meeting to be held on the eve of the 5th GA.	

Political parties eligible for participation 	
in the General Assembly:

The Secretariat had identified 240 political 
parties existing in 45 countries and one territory 
in the region as of March 25, 2008 (see 
Annexure-1) which meet the criteria for eligibility 
to be invited to the 5th GA which was agreed 
upon at the 8th SC meeting held in Tehran in 
November 2007. The Meeting also noted the 
need to keep updating the list until the last 
possible moment to reflect the results of the 
general elections to take place in some countries 
prior to the 5th GA.

It was agreed to send formal invitations initially 
to the 240 political parties, which will be jointly 
signed by the Co-Chairmen of the SC and the 
Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 
5th GA. Additional invitations will be sent to the 
political parties which will become eligible to 
participate in the ICAPP activities, pending the 
results of future general elections, in accordance 
with the above criteria. The Members also 
acknowledged that, notwithstanding the criteria, 
all the future ICAPP activities will be open to 
any political party in Asia with democratically 
elected members in their respective national 
parliaments in accordance with Article 2 of the 
ICAPP Charter.

Joint Session with the Executive Committee 
(EC) of the Asian Parliamentary 	
Assembly (APA):
The Meeting considered the issue of holding a 
joint session between the SC and the EC of 
the APA to form partnership, synergy and 
cooperation for Asian integration. It was the 
general view among the Members, however, 
that, while they recognize the need for close 
coordination between the two organizations, a 
more realistic and gradual approach is desirable 
in consideration of the different composition of 
member entities and countries in the two 
organizations.
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The Members agreed to continue to explore 
ways to promote cooperation and coordination 
between the ICAPP and the APA, including the 
possibility of holding a joint session and other 
ways of exchanges, such as inviting the 
members of the EC of the APA to the SC 
meetings or vice versa.

Priority projects relevant to the ICAPP 	
Objectives:
The Members continued to further identify 
potential priority projects for the ICAPP and 
streamlined them as follows, as of now:	
-	 initiatives for inter-faith and inter-cultural	

dialogues;
-	 fight against poverty, including the creation	

of micro-financing and Ôdebt for equityÕ	
initiative;

-	 eco-economy and energy efficiency,
-	 participation of women in political activities,
-	 combating new challenges and threats in	

the region;
-	 creation of youth federation within the	

ICAPP; and
-	 state subsidies for mainstream political	

parties as a means to prevent political	
corruption, etc.

The Members agreed that one of effective ways 
to carry out the priority projects is to hold inter-
sessional special workshops on specific topics, 
between the GAs and aside from the SC 
meetings. They also agreed to keep searching 
for a more systematic approach which will not 
exclude many diverse sources of inspiration to 
achieve this goal.

In this regard, the Members welcomed with 
great appreciation and endorsed the proposal 
made by Korea to host a special workshop on 
the issue of state subsidies for mainstream 
political parties as a means to prevent political 
corruption, in Seoul, Korea during May 23-25, 
2008 (see Annexure - 2). A total of 51 
mainstream political parties from 44 countries 
in the region were selected to be invited to the 
workshop.	

Resolution of ICAPP SC on ÔDebt for EquityÕ 
Initiative:
The Members gave special attention to the 
current global financial recession which 
originated from the U.S. subprime mortgage 
crisis, recalling the financial crisis of 1997 that 
had a great impact on Asian economies. They 
agreed as political leaders of the region that 
the ICAPP should be more alert on the possible 
negative effects of such major financial crises 
on Asian economies and help our respective 
national governments be better prepared to 
deal with multiple challenges they will face, 
such as soaring prices of food and fuel they 
are already suffering from.

In this regard, the Meeting agreed to adopt the 
following resolution to help ease the financial 
burden of debt-ridden developing countries in 
the region and deliver it to H.E. BAN Ki Moon, 
U.N. Secretary General for his support:	

ÒAt its 9th meeting held in Islamabad, Pakistan 
on March 29, 2008, the Standing Committee 
of the International Conference of Asian 
Political Parties(ICAPP) resolved that the 
ICAPP-initiated ÔDebt for EquityÕ formula to 
help finance the United Nations Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) to reduce poverty 
by 50% by 2015, already endorsed by the 
U.N. General Assembly as an Ôinnovative 
financingÕ proposal, be now brought by the 
U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki Moon 
individually to the leaders of the G-8 countries 
and the Paris Club members for their 
consideration and support, since the formula 
involves no appropriation by the countries 
concerned, and particularly in the light of the 
international economic slowdown and the 
current ÔsubprimeÕ financial crisis, which has 
affected a number of major financial 
institutions.Ó	

Time and venue of next SC meetings:	
Following the tradition of the ICAPP, it was 
agreed that the 10th meeting of the SC will be 
held on the margins of the 5th GA in Islamabad
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in October 2008, with its first session in the 
evening of Thursday, October 16, 2008.	

The Members also noted that it has become a 
tradition since 2006 to have two meetings of 
the SC in a year, one in the spring and the 
other in the late autumn and agreed to discuss 
time and venue for the SC meetings in 2009. 
In selecting venues for future ICAPP meetings, 
it was also agreed to give special consideration 
to the countries which have not had 
opportunities to host any ICAPP meetings in 
the past.	

Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of Article 9 	
regarding the Composition of the SC:	
The Meeting approved the draft proposals 
for the amendments of Paragraphs 2, 3 and 
4 of Article 9 of the ICAPP Charter regarding 
the composition of the SC as prepared by 
the Provisional Secretariat, which reflects 
the decision taken at the 8th SC meeting in 

Tehran in November 2007. The draft 
proposals will be submitted to the 5th GA 
for its approval (see Annexure - 3).	

Articles 12 and 13 regarding the 
Secretariat 	 of the ICAPP:	
In accordance with the mandate received 
from the 4th GA and also relevant Articles 
in the ICAPP Charter, in continuation of its 
discussions at the 8th SC meeting, and in 
consideration of the increasing need for 
further institutionalization of the organization 
and the growing need for continuity and 
consistency of the ICAPP activities, the 
Members agreed to establish the Secretariat 
of the ICAPP in Seoul, Republic of Korea, 
replacing the current Provisional Secretariat. 
To reflect the decisions, the Members further 
agreed to submit the proposals for the 
amendments of Articles 12 and 13 of the 
Charter to the 5th GA for its approval, as 
prepared by the Provisional Secretariat (see 
Annexure - 4).
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In this regard, the Members unanimously 
nominated Co-Chairman CHUNG Eui-yong to 
assume the position of the Secretary General 
upon the establishment of the ICAPP 
Secretariat. Co-Chairman Chung expressed 
his appreciation for the confidence the Members 
had shown to him and said that he would confirm 
his acceptance of the nomination at the next 
SC meeting, pending the establishment of the 
Secretariat and political developments in his 
country.

As the Meeting came to conclusion, the 
Members extended their deep gratitude to the 
PML, the PPPP and the PML (N), and the 
Senate and the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan for their warm hospitality. 
The Members expressed their special 
appreciation to Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed and his staff for their excellent 
preparations and hard work for the successful 
SC meeting.
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Appendices



(Islamabad, March 28-29, 2008)

Appendix - I

List of Participants in the 9th Meeting of the ICAPP Standing Committee

Participating Members: 12
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1.	 H.E. Jose de Venecia, President, Lakas-CMD and the former Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Republic of the Philippines.	
(email: venecia@pldtdsl.net)

2.	 Hon. Chung Eui-yong, Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, United 
Democratic Party, Republic of Korea.	
(email:eyc72@assembly.go.kr)

4.	 Hon. Zahir U. Swapon, Information & Research Secretary, Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party, PeopleÕs Republic of Bangladesh.	
(email: zahir15@gmail.com)

5.	 H.E. Kol Pheng, Senior Minister, Minister of Education and Member of the 
Steering Committee, attending on behalf of H.E. Keo Puth Reasmey, President 
of the FUNCINPEC Party, Kingdom of Cambodia 	
(email: saphan016@yahoo.com /hunlyoeur@yahoo.com)

6.	 Hon. Liu Hongcai, Vice Minister, International Department of the Central 
Committee, Communist Party of China, PeopleÕs Republic of China.		
(email: liyuanling@idcpc.org.cn)

3.	 Hon. Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Secretary-General, Pakistan Muslim League, 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.	
(email:mushahid.hussain@gmail.com)
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8.	 Mr. Yerman Mukhtar Tildabekuli, Secretary and Member of the Political 
Bureau, attending on behalf of Hon. Adilbek R. Jaxybekov, First Deputy 
Chairman, replacing Hon. Azat T. Peruash, Chairman of the Atameken Union 
and Member of the Political Bureau, Nur Otan Party, Republic of Kazakhstan.	
(email: m.yerman@otan.kz / baipakov_m@inbox.ru)

9.	 Hon. Rajan Bhattarai, Member of International Department (email: 
rajanbha@gmail.com), attending on behalf of Hon. Madhav Kumar Nepal, 
General Secretary, Communist Party of Nepal-UML, Kingdom of Nepal.	
email: gamknepal@gmail.com)

10.	 Hon. Konstantin Kosachev, Deputy Secretary for International Policy and 
Interparty Relations, Presidium of the General Council, United Russia Party, 
Russian Federation.	
(email: kkosachev@duma.gov.ru / v.gorokhova@edinros.ru)

11.	 Hon. A. Emin …nen, Member of Parliament (email: onen.emin@gmail.com), 
attending on behalf of Hon. Egemen Bagis, Vice Chairman, in-charge of 
Foreign Affairs, Justice and Development Party (AKP), Republic of Turkey.	
(email: egemen@egemenbagis.com)

12.	 Hon. Dr. Pham Xuan Son, Vice-Chairman of the Commission for External 
Relations, attending on behalf of Hon. Ta Minh Chau, Vice Chairman, 
Commission for External Affairs of the Central Committee, Communist Party 
of Vietnam, Socialist Republic of Vietnam	
(email: dnanantbdvu@yahoo.com /	 thiembui@gmail.com)

7.	 Hon. Dr. Manohar Singh Gill, Senior Member of the Upper House of Parliament 
(email: msgill@sansad.nic.in), attending on behalf of Hon. Dr. Karan Singh, 
Chairman, Foreign Affairs Department, the Indian National Congress (Indira 
Gandhi), Republic of India (email: karansi@sansad.nic.in /	 
karansingh@karansingh.com)	
-cc: Hon. Anil. K. Shastri, Special Invitee (email: anilshastri@lbsim.ac.in) 




