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I am delighted to present the last Report of the year. As has been our practice, the Foreign 
Relations Committee takes cognizance of important political issues that impinge on PakistanÕs 
security and its relations with other countries, notably the Muslims.

The Foreign Relations Committee, since its formation in April, 2004, has pursued activities to 
create awareness among the parliamentarians of the various international issues. Equally 
important, an initiative has been to hold frank and formal discussions with its counterparts, both 
at abroad and at home with visiting diplomats, analysts and academics. These initiatives have 
proved extremely rewarding. PakistanÕs viewpoint on foreign policy issues, and its perspective 
and policies are explained in details with the interlocutors and their worldview has enriched our 
understanding of the issues. This interaction at different levels has helped members of Foreign 
Relations Committee enormously in appreciating other perspectives.

The Report entitled ÒThe Lebanon ConflictÓ deals with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 
July/August. The Foreign Relations Committee took the lead to hold open discussion on various 
aspects of Lebanese situation and to make the exercise as broad based and useful as possible; 
it was decided to invite foreign policy experts, media representatives and officials from Foreign 
Office.

The presentations made by them and the responses to the questions from the participants 
enlightened the audience and the different dimensions put the issues in sharp focus.

The meeting was convened on July 20, while the ceasefire and withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from Lebanon came with effect on August 14 on the passage of Security Council Resolution 
No. 1701 (2006). The hearing was held, as the invasion was continuing, to highlight PakistanÕs 
concerns with the issues of Ummah; to register its support and solidarity of Pakistan with their 
Lebanese brethren and also to make recommendations to the government to render humanitarian 
assistance to the victims of Israeli aggression and also extent political and moral support to 
the government of Lebanon. The Report is an extremely important document on various 
ramifications of the invasion for the peace and security of the region. To widen the scope of 
the report a few articles and data relevant to the issue have also been added to the Report. 

I am confident that the Report will be welcomed by those concerned with contemporary political 
issues and the role of Pakistan. The Foreign Relations Committee, for the first time has set the 
tradition of open hearings and invited media and others. This has also proved an extremely 
useful tool to develop greater empathy and convergence of views. 

I am confident that the Report will be a useful and important addition to contemporary political 
literature.

From the ChairmanÕs Desk

The Lebanon Conflict
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Executive Summary

On 12th July, 2006 Israel launched a military 
operation against Lebanon using the pretext of 
kidnapping of two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah. 
The air attacks and artillery firing targeted south 
Lebanon and southern parts of Beirut killing innocent 
men, women and children. Communication 
infrastructure was also targeted causing misery 
and hardship to the civilian population of Lebanon. 
In the wake of this naked aggression a meeting of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was 
convened on Thursday, July 20, 2006 to discuss 
the Lebanon conflict. The Committee invited 
prominent political and defence analysts to give 
their point of view. The meeting was also open to 
the press. 

Mr. Manzar Shafiq, Additional Foreign Secretary 
was invited to brief the Committee on the position 
taken by the Government of Pakistan on the crisis 
in Lebanon. He gave a brief history of the crisis 
and stated that United States and Britain have 
justified the Israeli action in the context of right of 
self defence while the other European countries 
like France and Russia have criticized the Israeli 
action as disproportionate. Within the Muslim world 
the condemnation of Israel has been universal. The 
Saudis, while condemning the violence, have 
attributed the same to reckless adventurism by 
Hezbollah. He said the Saudi reaction was pragmatic 
as they do not want to antagonize the powers 
supporting Israel. The Government of Pakistan has 
adopted a very principled stance. It has condemned 
the violence as being total and flagrant violation of 
the sovereignty of Lebanon and a contravention of 
universally accepted principles of inter state conduct 
as enshrined in the U.N. Charter. Pakistan has 
urged restraint on all sides and has called on major 
powers, the U.N. and the Quartet to use its influence 

on Israel. Pakistan has also called for actions that 
can bring the derailed peace process back on track 
including a strong statement by Ambassador Munir 
Akram in the United Nations. The Prime Minister 
of Pakistan has spoken to the Prime Minister of 
Lebanon expressing solidarity with that country. 
Pakistan will also raise its voice in the OIC. He 
concluded by saying that Pakistan has received a 
request from the Lebanese Government for material 
aid. 

Mr. Farrukh Sohail Goindi stated that Western 
media has totally distorted the picture of crisis in 
Lebanon while the Pakistani media is also following 
the same. Israel is blaming Hezbollah for the 
kidnapping of its soldiers which is totally incorrect. 
Actually two days before this incident, Israeli army 
kidnapped a Hezbollah soldier. These kidnappings 
are not the real issue as it is a routine matter on 
the border of southern Lebanon. It is an issue of 
the sovereignty of the State of Lebanon. The 
Western media is trying to drive a wedge between 
Hezbollah and the Lebanese society. Hezbollah is 
a peopleÕs movement, which has its own welfare 
system, education system and an international 
satellite television channel ÒAlmanarÓ. They bombed 
Almanar and the oppressed Shia population residing 
in south Lebanon. The victims of war are not just 
Muslims but include Druze and Maronites as well. 
No media channel has broadcast the use of two 
phosphoric bombs by Israel on south Lebanon. 
Israel is targeting food supply, food factories, poultry 
farms and communications network and has 
destroyed more than 50 bridges. Lebanese are 
awaiting help from the OIC and the Arab League 
but both are silent. He suggested that Pakistan 
should take initiative for a ceasefire, which can 
improve the situation. Since Pakistan supports
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freedom movements, it should play its role in 
this crisis too. 

Agha Murtaza Pooya said that the crisis erupted 
in Lebanon will not end in Lebanon. It will engulf 
much more than what we are witnessing at the 
moment. Muslims are faced with a moral crisis 
of arrogant criminalities on the one hand and 
arrogant impotence on the other. This is not the 
first time that Israel has attacked Lebanon for 
the protection of Zionist regime occupying 
Palestine. The world witnessed the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, the two Gulf Wars, the 
invasion of Palestine by Israel and now the 
occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan by the Allied 
forces. This is to protect the Zionist regime 
occupying Palestine. 

The biggest crime that emboldened Israel is the 
Camp David Accord, which has left the entire 
Muslim world at the mercy of Israel. Now Israel 
is looking for a few more such accords. The 
major crisis of impotence in the UN, OIC, NAM 
and other groupings in the Arab world has also 
emboldened Israel. He stated that in 1982 till 
the last Palestinian left Beirut, the OIC and NAM 
did not meet. Now Israel is hoping that till the 
last Hezbollah soldier has been removed from 
Lebanon no body is going to meet. Today the 
Lebanese resistance, Hezbollah and Hamas 
have become the symbol of resistance for the 
entire humanity and predicted that the Arab 
governments, which are showing abject 
impotence. 

He said that President Musharraf has an 
opportunity in history to muster the courage and 
weld the nation behind him in support of 
Hezbollah and Lebanon. Previously he took a 
remarkable position on Kargil and nearly got the 
Indians where it hurts. It was they who called 

ÔUncleÕ and not us. Mr. Pooya suggested that 
Pakistan should publicly give money or whatever 
it can to Lebanon.  

Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Talat Masood stated that 
whatever is happening in Lebanon is because 
of the extreme disproportionate response of 
Israel as a result of pre planned thinking. Israel 
today believes in the concept of infinite 
deterrence. Due to the disproportionate response 
Israel has inflicted many casualties and it feels 
that it is capable of destroying her enemy. In 
fact this is not true as five invasions of Lebanon 
have already proved that it is not possible to do 
so. In fact this has given room to lot of hatred 
and antagonism making the situation more 
complex. The entire region with three new 
governments in Israel, Lebanon and Palestine, 
is going through a dramatic and radical change 
and has added fuel to the motivation and the 
ambitions that have defined why they are fighting 
today and that poses a challenge for the 
international community except the U.S, which 
is already engrossed so heavily in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The Americans are promoting democracy in the 
Middle East but the Lebanese government and 
the Palestinian Authority, which are a product 
of democracy, are unable to protect their people. 
Only the Hezbollah is protecting the people. The 
contradiction is that the U.S. is protecting the 
Lebanese government which came through the 
process of democracy, but the U.S. is not 
protecting the security of Lebanon. Another 
contradiction is that Hamas was elected through 
a perfect democratic process but the U.S. does 
not want to pass the power on to Hamas. This 
really shows to what extent the U.S. is committed 
to the tenets of democracy. If Hamas government 
was allowed to function it would have probably
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Pakistan should also talk to the Lebanese 
government to enquire about aid requirement. 
He further stated that President Bush has 
supported the Israeli action as a right of self 
defence while Condoleezza Rice has pointed to 
the Israeli restraint. It is, therefore, imperative 
that a parliamentary delegation is also sent to 
the U.S. to clear the misperceptions of the U.S. 
government given the above statements.	 

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that an 80 
page document circulated by two Professors of 
Harvard University, reviewing U.S.-Israel 
relations, have analyzed and concluded that 
American Foreign Policy on Middle East is often 
guided by Israel and is against American interest. 
This is a very important conclusion and has 
initiated debate, which is taking place for the 
first time in the US. Secondly, it is not just a 
matter of two soldiers as Israel is destroying the 
infrastructure of Lebanon in retaliation. This 
action by Israel has been initiated now because 
talks were scheduled between America and Iran 
with reference to Iraq, the Iranian nuclear issue 
and the regional issue. Besides Ayatollah 

Khamenai has taken direct charge of foreign 
affairs almost a couple of weeks ago which is a 
very important move made by Iran in this respect 
and Israel thought it would be left out.	 

He further stated that Pakistan has had a very 
strong principled commitment to the oppressed 
people and to the principle of freedom. Muslim 
governments should bravely come forward and 
take initiative like we have done in Pakistan.	 

Senator Talha Mehmood condemned the Israeli 
action and demanded that all Israeli forces should 
go back from Lebanon and peace process should 
be initiated. He volunteered to go with any 
Parliamentary delegation to Lebanon on his own 
expense. 

Thereafter, the floor was opened for a question-
answer session. A resolution, condemning the 
Israeli aggression and demanding its immediate 
cessation, was also unanimously passed by the 
Committee. Details of the meeting can be read 
in the verbatim proceedings given in the following 
pages.

The Lebanon Conflict
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Taking note of the aggression in Lebanon and the willful killings of civilians by Israel in the 
last 10 days which has resulted in deaths of over 300 innocent children, women and men, 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, headed by Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, held 
a special public hearing on this issue and unanimously:

Condemned the aggression of Israel as a violation of all civilized norms of behavior and 
International Law;

Held that if a national of a country is kidnapped by a non-state actor, the state cannot justify 
waging war against civilians and infrastructure of any state;

Deplored the dual aggression against two democratic states of the Arab and Muslim world - 
Palestine and Lebanon;

Regretted the apathy and inability of the Muslim Ummah to translate its economic affluence 
into political influence which shows both lack of vision and will; and 

Expressed solidarity with the people of Lebanon and Palestine and demands that the 
international community to put principles before political interest and pressure Israel to stop 
this aggression which has become a war against the people and infrastructure of Lebanon;

Demanded immediate cessation of Israeli aggression and bombardment of Lebanon and 
withdrawal of its troops from territory of Lebanon;

Also urged Pakistan and other countries to immediately dispatch humanitarian supplies to 
Lebanon and call an emergency meeting of the OIC Foreign Ministers.

Resolution passed by the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee

The Lebanon Conflict
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A meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was held on Thursday, July 20, 2006 at 10:00 
a.m. at the Parliament House, Islamabad to discuss the Lebanon conflict. Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed was in the Chair. The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:		

1. 	 Senator Nisar A. Memon.			
2. 	 Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmad.			
3. 	 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood.			

Prominent political, foreign and defence analysts, Foreign Office and think tanks representatives 
as well a as a large number of the national and international media also attended the meeting. These 
included:
 	

1.	 Agha Murtaza Pooya
2.	 Lt. Gen. (R) Talat Masood
3.	 Dr. Shireen Mazari
4.	 Mr. Javed Hussain, (former Ambassador)
5.	 Mr. Farrukh Sohail Goindi
6.	 Mr. Manzar Shafiq, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
7.	 Mr. Hussain Baksh Bangulzai, (former Senator)
8.	 Mr. Ikram Abid, SANA News
9.	 Ms. Fauzia Shahid, Daily PAKISTAN
10.	 Mr. Muhammed Ansari, Emirates News Agency
11.	 Mr. Sohail Abdul Nasir, Nawa-i-Waqt
12.	 Mr. Mazhar Abbas, AFP, Karachi
13.	 Mr. Mehmood Hussain, Pakistan Observer
14.	 Hafiz Tahir Khalil
15.	 Mr. Ghulam Haider Khokar, IBRAT
16.	 Ms. Tanzeela Mazhar, INP News
17.	 Mr. Fayyaz Chaudhary, APP
18.	 Mr. Jamal Ismail, Abu Dhabi Television
19.	 Mr. Mubashir

Participants of the Meeting
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: The 
meeting will come to order. We have called this 
special meeting on the Lebanon conflict. 
Honourable Members of the Committee, who 
are present are Senator Nisar Memon, he is 
also Chairman of the Defence Committee, 
Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood, from MMA 
and Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmad from Muslim 

League (Nawaz Group). I welcome them. This 
is a public hearing. It is open to the media. We 
also have political analysts, who would speak 
for 8 to 10 minutes each. We are aware about 
the facts. The question is what needs to be done 
and I think there should also be a bit of analysis 
and also a bit of proposals.

The Lebanon Conflict

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Chairman of the Committee, listening to the views of the meeting participants.

Meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on
The Lebanon Conflict
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We have a very distinguished list of persons 
representing public opinion and think tanks.  
Starting with Agha Murtaza Pooya, who is a very 
distinguished public figure and we have been 
good friends and know each other for the last 
25 years. He was my boss in ÒTHE MUSLIMÓ.  
He was the one who offered me the editorship, 
which I declined twice and then he forced me 
into it. Since then, I never looked back and I think 
it was a pleasure to work with him and I would 
say that he is probably PakistanÕs most creative 
conspiracy theorist. He has larger vistas and has 
spoken at think tanks from Washington DC to 
London and in the Arab world. He has also held 
the office of Chairman, Institute of Strategic 
Studies at Islamabad. He is a distinguished public 
figure and has a very clear position on this issue. 
Lt. Gen. (R) Talat Masood is here. He is a 
democratic and thinking General. He still looks 
like a serving General. He has got his own 
perspective and we look forward to hearing his 
views. Then, we have Ambassador Javed 
Hussain, who has recently retired from the 
Foreign Service. His last assignment was in Iran, 
where he was PakistanÕs Ambassador. You can 
read his articles in the ÒDawnÓ. He writes very 
clearly. Dr. Shireen Mazari is Director General 
of the Institute of Strategic Studies. She is the 
resident radical of the Pakistani establishment 
and she is carrying the flag. Mr. Farrukh Sohail 
Goindi is an activist and analyst from Lahore. 
He is an old friend and a progressive intellectual 
of the left. He has an old connection with Peoples 
Party and was a prominent leader of Shaheed 
Bhutto group of Peoples Party. He is very close 
to Mrs. Ghanwa Bhutto also. His wife, Ms. Reema 
is Lebanese. She lives in Lebanon and is 
presently stranded in Beirut. They are our friend 
for the last 15-20 years. Mr. Goindi is a friend of 
Mahathir and Bulent Ecevit. He also publishes 
books on Third World issues in Urdu.	

Yesterday, I talked to the Foreign Minister and 
told him that this would be a public hearing. He 
has sent his representative Mr. Manzar Shafiq, 
Additional Secretary (Middle East) is here. The 
Minister of State is out. I told the minister that 
we have to do public hearing because it is an 
expression of solidarity. Now, I will ask Mr. 
Manzar Shafiq to give the official perspective 
about what has happened up till now and what 
is the situation and how does the government 
see it and what the government is doing to 
alleviate the sufferings of the people of Lebanon 
and to show solidarity with the people of Lebanon.

I also welcome the Press very warmly. We know 
that Pakistan and Lebanon have strong ties but 
more important than that we have always taken 
positions on points of principles when it comes 
to the Arab World, when it comes to the Muslim 
World and it is in this spirit that the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee has taken this initiative to 
show solidarity with Lebanon because I do feel 
strongly that Muslim response has been very 
weak, unfortunately, and there is no spirit in it.  
Yes, Mr. Manzar Shafiq.

Mr. Manzar Shafiq, Additional Secretary, 
Foreign Affairs:  Mr. Chairman, as you yourself 
said, everyone knows the facts. So I will very 
briefly recapitulate them. The whole thing started 
on the 12th of July, when Hezbollah militants 
crossed the border and killed 8 Israelis and 
kidnapped two others. In return for the release 
of those soldiers, they have demanded the 
release of around 10 thousand Palestinians in 
Israeli jails. Israel has refused. The reaction is 
in front of you. Between then and now, the 
ongoing air strikes directed at LebanonÕs 
infrastructure basically and Hezbollah hideouts 
and headquarters. The death toll has crossed 
200 and according to this morningÕs BBC report,
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the number of displaced persons has reached 
almost half a million.	

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed:  At 8 a.m. 
CNN said that the death toll has crossed 300.

Mr. Manzar Shafiq: You are more current. The 
number of displaced persons, reported by BBC 
this morning at half a million, may be higher 
now.  It changes on an hourly basis.  In reaction 
to this, countries like the US and Britain have 
actually justified the Israeli action in the context 
of the right of self defense. Other European 
countries like France and Russia have criticized 
the action by calling it disproportionate. In other 
words, if you cross a red light, you donÕt get a 
death sentence and this is what is happening 
there. Within the Muslim world, the condemnation 
of Israel has been universal. Within the Arabs 
there is an interesting phenomenon. The Saudis, 
while condemning the violence itself, have 
attributed it to Òreckless adventurism by 
HezbollahÓ. This is a gesture towards pragmatism 
or reality or whatever.  We feel that if this situation 
gets out of hand they really have no actual power 
to stop it or do anything.  They do not want to 
antagonize the powers behind Israel which 
probably explains this very wishy-washy-wimpy 
sort of reaction.

What about Pakistan? The Government of 
Pakistan has adopted a very principled stance. 
We have, to date, issued three statements. The 
elements of our stance essentially are that we 
have condemned the violence as being total and 
flagrant violation of LebanonÕs sovereignty and 
a contravention of universally accepted principles 
of inter state conduct as enshrined in the UN 
Charter. We have urged restraint on all sides. 
We have called on major powers, the UN and 
the Quartet to use its influence on Israel and 

most important, I think, we have called for actions 
that can bring the peace process, which was 
already derailed, back on track. And even more 
forceful statement was made by Ambassador 
Munir Akram in the UN in New York. So, in 
political terms, this is all that we can do, show 
our solidarity with the cause. The Prime Minister 
has also spoken to the Prime Minister of Lebanon 
expressing that solidarity. We have received a 
request from the Lebanese Government for 
material aid, which we are processing. As I said, 
in political terms, the public stance we have 
taken is about all that we can do. And within the 
OIC, we will also raise our voice. In New York 
we have already done so. Before anyone asks 
me about the fate of the Pakistani community, 
let me quickly address that. We do not have too 
many Pakistanis in Lebanon. A couple of hundred 
at best. Our Ambassador and her staff remain 
in position. They are in contact with the 
community, such as it is. Some Pakistanis have 
been evacuated by road to Syria. Attempts are 
underway to evacuate some on British convoys. 
We are not in a position to put together a convoy 
but we have requested the British, or those who 
have Commonwealth solidarity, have agreed. 
So some of our people may be evacuated 
towards Cyprus but we have advised the 
Ambassador that well she is sitting on the spot, 
she is the best judge. I myself am a veteran of 
having been in Kuwait in 1990 and the most 
dangerous place for anyone, in physical terms, 
is to be on the roads. According to the 
Ambassador, the strafing of Beirut is actually 
quite strategic and fairly pin pointed. They have 
targeted infrastructure, the airport and Southern 
Lebanon. Beirut, by and large, is not dangerous. 
So hopefully our community, even those who 
stay on, if they avoid the roads, should be safe. 
What can we do for them, well whatever the 
Embassy can do, it does. I think I have nothing
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more to add.  Any questions?

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed:  Now we 
start from Goindi Sahib. Please update us on 
the latest position. Please convey my solidarity 
to your wife Reema and the family. I hope they 
are fine.

Mr. Farrukh Sohail Goindi:  Thank you very 
much. The picture of this crisis is totally distorted 
by the Western media and our Pakistani media 
is also following the same. Israel is blaming 
Hezbollah for the kidnapping of two Israeli 
soldiers on the 12th of July.  This is totally wrong. 
 Actually, two days before this incident, the Israeli 
army kidnapped one soldier of Hezbollah.  So, 
kidnapping of two soldiers is not the issue as it 

is a routine matter on southern Lebanese border. 
So, they kidnap and they exchange soldiers. 
Two years ago, there was a big exchange of 
soldiers and even dead bodies of Israeli soldiers 
and Lebanese and Palestinian soldiers. About 
a thousand prisoners were exchanged for 19 
Israeli soldiers and 8 dead bodies. So, the up 

date is quite different than what the Western 
media is promoting regarding the image of 
Lebanon or Hezbollah.They are dividing 
Hezbollah and Lebanese society. Hezbollah is 
not an isolated organization of Lebanon. It is the 
peopleÕs movement and it is a big organization, 
which has its own welfare system, education 
system and an international satellite television 
ÒAlmanarÓ. It is one of the best welfare

The Lebanon Conflict
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organizations of Lebanon. So, that is why they 
tried to bomb ÒAlmanarÓ the very first day and 
they warned Dahia, a suburb of Beirut. The 
oppressed people, who are mostly Shias, 
migrated during the earlier civil war to south 
Lebanon. They have their own houses along 
with Almanar, Hezbollah and Shia community 
headquarters there. So the Israeli army and air 
force warned people of Dahia to evacuate this 
place, after which they bombed all of Dahia and 
if I have the opportunity to show the pictures 
what is happening there, may be, you will not 
believe and it is quite different than what the 
Western media is showing. 

The most dangerous thing which happened and 
nobody published or telecast or broadcast this 
news is that on Sunday my wife called me and 
informed me that Israel dropped two phosphoric 
bombs, i.e. chemical weapons, on south Lebanon 
and they warned south Lebanese people again, 
who are Shias to evacuate South Lebanon. They 
dropped two chemical weapons in a south 
Lebanese village and there were many casualties 
and the figure of 200 or 300 dead is distorted. 
It is much more than 300 or 400. Presently too, 
they are targeting food supply. Yesterday they 
targeted a tissue paper factory. They also 
targeted poultry farms and food factories. They 
targeted communications network and destroyed 
more than 50 bridges in Lebanon. It is a small 
country, may be 3 and a half million population, 
of which half a million population has migrated 
internally and more than 160 thousand people 
have migrated to Syria. It is dangerous to cross 
the Syrian Ð Lebanese border because the Israeli 
fighter planes hit or strike that road and Mr. 
Manzar Shafiq is right that roads are highly 
insecure and Beirut is also insecure because 
my wifeÕs house is just close to Pakistani 
Embassy which is situated in Rouche and 

warship planes are standing in front of Rouche 
and Minara. So, they are bombing the sea port, 
the naval bases and the communication network. 
When I asked my wife what is happening, the 
first two days they were upset because of war, 
because they hate war. They are the victim of 
violence, both internal and external. Lebanese 
are the most peace loving nation in the Middle 
East which I observed in my travel in that region. 
They are merchants. They are business people. 
They donÕt have any tendency to fight against 
any one but frankly speaking, if these people 
are saying the Hezbollah is armed, so please 
remember all organizations, all political groups 
like Druze, Palestinian, the Maronites and 
organization of Jaja, Quwat-e-Lebnania, are all 
armed. Because when the Taif Agreement was 
signed in 1997, they tried to disarm all groups. 
So, nobody was ready to disarm themselves. 
They feel insecure.	

So, this is not an issue of two soldiers. This is 
an issue of the sovereignty of the State and they 
are very much keen to have ceasefire.  When 
my wife sent me the last SMS this morning she 
said we are waiting for help from the OIC and 
Arab League but all people are silent.  We first 
want ceasefire and country like Pakistan, I think, 
has to take some initiative. Pakistan is the most 
important country and has a very good image 
in the Middle East. Pakistan is a nuclear country. 
Pakistan has a military power. Pakistan is a 
political power. So, if we cannot intervene, if we 
cannot help someone militarily, we have to take 
some steps towards peace and we have to take 
some intervention for diplomacy, for peace.  So, 
this is very important and I think because of 
PakistanÕs initiative the situation can be much 
better because I know the Israelis personally. I 
had interaction with some Israelis in different 
conferences and what they think, including




