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From the ChairmanOs Desk

The new year was welcomed by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with the resolution
that the Committee shall exert itself more to meet the aspirations of the constituents and also
to further reinforce bilateral relations with friendly countries, in particular the neighbouring states,
with which Pakistan has such close bonds of mutual history and cultural affinity, dating back
to centuries further cemented with a common religion and heritage.

The visits to Iran and Uzbekistan (January 5 - 15, 2007) were thus an auspicious start and the
detailed meetings and interaction with parliamentarians of the two brotherly nations were highly
significant. They reaffirmed the continuing relations despite interregnum of 75 years of Soviet
rule in Central Asia and the WestOs domination until Islamic Revolution in Iran.

The meetings covered a large segment of elite of the two societies and the reciprocal visits by
them in near future to Pakistan will further promote bilateral friendship and solidarity.

It was indeed a rewarding experience to learn about the close identity of views on major regional
and international issues marked by sincerity and esteem. These visits and meetings have laid
foundation of close interaction at intellectual and political levels and should prove a strong and
multi-dimensional edifice of relations ensuring mutual respect and cooperation.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee draws tremendous satisfaction at the success of its
initiative and proposes to follow similar initiatives during this year.

The verbatim record of the discussions highlight the true character and intensity of mutual
friendship and respect at all levels. The Report is, thus, a useful document for the researchers
to evaluate the prospects of relations in future and their impact on peace and stability in the
region.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
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Executive Summary

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee visited
Iran and Uzbekistan (January 5 - 15, 2007) at
the invitation of the Parliaments of these
countries; led by its Chairman, Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed.

These visits were highly useful and substantive
and on a number of issues misgivings were
removed and understanding of mutual constraints
and perspectives was developed.

The meetings with Iranian parliamentarians were
particularly useful in the context of IranOs nuclear
policy and bilateral relations.

The Chairman, Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed, told his interlocutors that Pakistan
supports IranOs peaceful nuclear programme and
there should be no pressure from the US on this
issue. The nuclear impasse should be resolved
under the auspices of IAEA and not under the
UN. He also suggested that Iran and Pakistan
should develop an institutional arrangement for
an annual dialogue on issues of common interest
and concern, to further augment the bilateral
ties.

Briefing Iranian law makers on the situation in
Afghanistan and repeatedly stressed that
AfghanistanOs security and stability is in the
interest of Pakistan itself and the accusations
of PakistanOs interference or support to terrorist
activities outside Afghanistan were totally wrong.

Referring to the Muslim Ummah, Senator
Mushahid Hussain stated that the Ummah was

at a critical juncture of history and the situation
was getting worse. The Muslims should talk
frankly amongst themselves because a proxy
war is developing in Lebanon, Irag and Saudi
Arabia. There is danger of sectarian strife as the
West wants to split the Islamic world and wants
to open this new front. He invited Mr. Broujerdi
to lead a delegation of the National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee of the Iranian Majlis
to Pakistan.

Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi, the Chairman of Iranian
Committee, in his response agreed that
numerous factors bind Pakistan and Iran. The
two nations have helped each other in testing
times. Pakistan and Iran can have joint military
exercises although the United States may not
be pleased with that arrangement. The IPI
pipeline will be a symbolic monument for
strengthening of relations and hoped that
parliaments of both the countries will support
and speed up the project. He accepted the
invitation to visit Pakistan and agreed with the
suggestion of institutional arrangement between
the Committees of Pakistan, Iran and
Afghanistan.

Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi maintained that the Iranian
nuclear programme was peaceful and its
activities were carried out under the supervision
of IAEA. Mr. Kofi Anan had conceded to the
Iranian President that under Article 4 of IAEA
Iran has the right to develop nuclear energy.
Before the 1979 Revolution, Iran signed an
agreement with France, Germany and the US
to produce 23000-KW nuclear electricity. The

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan
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US had no objection then to that arrangement
and it shows that the US has a political angle to
the Iran's nuclear issue.

The delegation also called on Dr. Khatami, former
President of Iran. Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed invited Dr. Khatami to deliver a keynote
address at a Conference to be held in Lahore
on 21 April, 2007 on "Igbal and dialogue among
civilizations". He said that the Conference will
coincide with three anniversaries falling in 2007
namely, 60" birthday of Pakistan, 100 years of
the Muslim League and 150 years of the War
of Independence of 1857.

Dr. Khatami accepted the invitation and observed
that since 2001 terrorist movements have grown
stronger and, therefore, dialogue between
civilizations was important. World leaders should
not look at Iran as centre of crises and IranOs
nuclear programme will not lead to any conflict.
He informed that he had been pushing for the
IPI pipeline and hoped that it will materialize
soon. This project will ease tension between
India and Pakistan.

During a meeting with Mr. Manouchehr Mottaki,
Foreign Minister of Iran, Senator Mushahid
Hussain briefed the Foreign Minister on the
delegationOs meetings with the former President
Khatami and requested the Foreign Minister to
take a decision at the highest level to reach an
agreement on the IPI pipeline. Pakistan shares
with Iran the perspective that Afghanistan should
maintain its sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Pakistan has no interest in supporting any faction
in Afghanistan. IranOs nuclear issue should be
resolved peacefully as use of force or threat is
not acceptable. He assured that Pakistan will
not vote against Iran in IAEA as India did under
pressure of the US so as to continue with India-
US nuclear deal.

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan

Mr. Manouchehr Mottaki stated that both
countries need to strengthen economic relations
and the Joint Commission has desired to
increase trade from $400 million to $1 billion.
He supported the idea of establishing institutional
arrangement between the Foreign Affairs
Committees and informed that Iran, Afghanistan
and Pakistan have agreed to hold a tripartite
conference. Recently, an Iranian delegation of
Commerce visited Pakistan and it was decided
to import 4 million tons of rice from Pakistan and
to set up a Joint Investment Company. The
current situation between Pakistan and
Afghanistan has to be overcome as security in
Afghanistan impacts on Iran, Pakistan and the
region. Iran is willing to start joint initiative with
Pakistan for encouraging unity in the Ummah
and reference by the Pakistan delegation to
activate OIC on the unity issue is a good
proposal. He was of the view that the international
situation is very fluid, therefore, Pakistan and
Iran should be in constant consultation with each
other.

Dr. Ali Akbar Aghaee, Chairman, Iran - Pakistan
Parliamentary Friendship Group, agreed that
the two countries could not develop the potential
that exists in the economic field and suggested
that this area must be explored, especially the
existing trade opportunities.

The delegation visited the Institute of Political
and International Studies (IPIS) where Senator
Mushahid Hussain delivered a lecture on
Pakistan and the changing regional scenario. A
large gathering comprising of politicians,
academics and media personnel attended the
session. Senator Mushahid Hussain offered
PakistanOs perspective on issues vital to Pakistan
and Iran and the emerging challenges in the
region. Presenting PakistanOs perspective on
issues vital to Pakistan and the region he
reaffirmed PakistanOs commitment to the gas




pipeline project and hoped that Iran and Pakistan
will resolve the technical issues in the next few
months. He reiterated IranOs right to pursue a
peaceful nuclear energy programme and hoped
for peaceful resolution of the issue through
dialogue.

Senator Mushahid, in his address, focused on
three topics; Pakistan - India relations, Pakistan-
Afghanistan relations, and the emerging regional
cooperation.

He said that three recommendations of the Iraq
Study Group for Iraq are applicable to
Afghanistan as well. Firstly, there is no military
solution of the war. Secondly, negotiations should
be held with the six neighbors of Afghanistan
plus Russia and the US, in order to resolve the
issues. Thirdly, talks be held with the insurgents.
Mr. Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who was on the on
the payroll of American, Iranian, Pakistani and
British intelligence agencies, can also be brought
into the loop.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed also focused
on the growing regional cooperation driven
primarily by the economic and energy
cooperation and termed it as a very positive
trend. He referred to the various pipeline projects
in the area including Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline
(IP1), Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan
pipeline (TAP), and the Qatar pipeline. ChinaOs
role is a factor for peace and stability in Asia.
Pakistan and China have very close and strategic
relations. Pakistan is giving an energy corridor
to China for imports from Africa and Middle East
through the Port of Gwadar in Balochistan.
Feasibility of a railway line across the Karakuram,
linking Pakistan and China, is also under
consideration. In addition to this, prospects of a
railway line with Iran and Afghanistan are also
under consideration and hoped to see some
progress on that in a couple of years.
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He spoke about three main future challenges
being faced by the region. The first challenge is
the just and peaceful solution of the Kashmir
and Palestine issue which is essential to end
the instability, extremism and violence in the
region. Secondly, relationship between Islam
and the West is a challenge for the region and
use of force cannot solve the issues. Western
policies against Muslims should be reversed
and terrorism should not be linked with the great
religion of peace, tolerance and harmony - OlslamO.
He urged cooperation among all Muslim countries
of the region to prevent the danger of a new
proxy war in the Muslim world. Protection of our
national security interest should be the priority
in order to preserve and protect our political line.

He termed Middle East as a failure of the Muslim
world. Pakistan has been very consistent and
historic in supporting Muslim liberation
movements in Palestine since 50s till date.
Financial and logistic help and training has also
been provided to the Palestinians ever since
then. He said that Pakistan is very clear and
follows the OIC line that as long as Israel does
not vacate occupied territory and does not
recognize an independent Palestinian State,
Pakistan will not recognize the state of Israel.
The roadmap given by King Abdullah, of March
2002, or of the OIC, should be followed.

The Foreign Relations Committee also held a
meeting with H.E. Dr. Haddad Adel, Speaker of
the Islamic Consultative Assembly. He said that
the IPI pipeline will bring warmth to hearts and
homes in Pakistan and will be a symbol of
friendship between Pakistan and India. Pakistan
and Iran can cooperate on the issues of Iraq,
Lebanon and Palestine. He thanked Pakistan
for its position on the nuclear energy endeavours
of Iran. Senator Mushahid Hussain extended an
invitation from Chairman Senate,
Mohammedmian Soomro, to Dr. Haddad Adel

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan
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to visit Pakistan in 2007. The Speaker accepted
the invitation.

In the meeting with Dr. Ali Larijani, Secretary,
Supreme National Security Council, Senator
Mushahid Hussain said that on the nuclear issue
Pakistan is clear that Iran should develop its
nuclear programme under the IAEA and there
should be no use of force or threat of force to
Iran and everything should be decided through
dialogue not in the UN but in IAEA. Double
standards on the Iranian nuclear issue are not
acceptable.

Mr. Larijani stated that Iran looks at Pakistan as
a brotherly country and relations between the
two countries should be defined at the highest
level in all fields. Iran would like to see the IPI
pipeline project see the light of the day.
Americans are interested in the region for oil
and gas and they always find excuses to come
to this region. Iran has apprehensions that
America will capture the oil fields of Sheikhdoms
in the Middle East. They have also sown the
seeds of sectarian discord by airing Sunni-Shia
sentiments. The British are also behind this
discord. Movements on Pak-Afghan border are
a matter of concern to Iran and he had informed
Lt. Gen. Kiyani about this when the latter visited
Iran. Iran is a member of IAEA and has signed
NPT, therefore, the IAEA inspectors visited Iran.
Mr. Solana had informed him that Europe is
sensitive about Iran having an enrichment
process. It was decided that Iran should hold
dialogue with 5+1 but they could not convene
as they had left the negotiations. It was not Iran
that had abandoned the dialogue process.

Senator Mushahid, responding to LarijaniOs query,
said that free, fair and transparent elections will
be held in 2007. The term of the President is
also coming to an end. It is going to be a tough
election and the Muslim League is preparing a

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan

strategy with coalition partners. Mr. Larijani asked
whether the US and Israel will go for a military
strike on Iran on the Iranian nuclear issue.
Senator Mushahid responded that it will be a
costly affair for them.

The delegation also called on Dr. Kamal Kharrazi,
former Foreign Minister of Iran and currently the
Chairman of the Strategic Council for Foreign
Policy. Dr. Kharrazi explained the functions of
the Council, stating that it prepares advice for
the Rehbar, including long term vision and
planning of the region. All activities are
concentrated in the Council and not in the Foreign
Office. Senator Mushahid raised the issue of IPI
pipeline and suggested that Rehbar should
intervene and get this project going. He also
suggested that Rehbar should call a conference
of Ulema of various schools of thought to discuss
Shia-Sunni unity in the context of Ummabh.

Senator Mushahid told Dr. Kharrazi that the
Holocaust Conference organized by Iran was a
mistake. Mr. Kharrazi responded that the
Europeans pushed Iran to this situation as they
do not want Iran to have nuclear energy. The
Europeans should give up all preconditions and
come to the negotiations table. He assured that
Iran will not manufacture a bomb as it does not
need one. Senator Mushahid stated that the
American presence in Afghanistan is the cause
of resurgence of Taliban in that country. If foreign
troops leave Afghanistan, the neighbouring
countries can do a lot for Afghanistan as they
have to live together. Pakistan is not supporting
any group and suggested the 6+2 Formula
should be revived to settle the Afghan issue.

On Monday, 8" January, 2007 the delegation
made a day trip to Mash'had.




Visit to Uzbekistan

The visit to Uzbekistan was equally informative
and rewarding. The engagements with the top
policy planners and discussions on regional
issues were extremely useful.

The delegation met with Mrs. Farruha
Mukhitdinova, Vice President, Senate of
Uzbekistan. Mrs. Mukhitdinova termed the visit
a continuation of good relations between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan and expressed UzbekistanOs
interest in developing relations with Pakistan in
the political and economic fields. The foundation
of the relations between the two countries was
laid by President Musharraf and President
Karimov which have strengthened due to
agreements to fight against terrorism which was
recently ratified by the Uzbek Senate. She also
explained the composition and working of the
Uzbek Parliament and the Senate.

Senator Mushahid Hussain then explained the
working of the Pakistan's Parliament, the Senate
and the Committees, to the Vice President. He
termed the visit as historic as it was the first visit
of a Committee to Uzbekistan. He thanked the
Uzbek Government for supporting PakistanOs
membership of the SCO. He said that another
area which unites the two countries is the fight
against extremism and terrorism as both Pakistan
and Uzbekistan are victims of terrorism.

The delegation also held a meeting with Mr.
Botirjon Hudoyberdiev, Director, Institute of
Strategic and Regional Studies (ISRS) and the
senior staff of the Institute. The Director explained
the objectives and functioning of the Institute
which functions directly under the President of
Uzbekistan and informed that the Institute had
signed an agreement of cooperation with
Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI).
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Senator Mushahid Hussain gave a perspective
on three issues namely; Pakistan-Uzbekistan
relations, Pakistan's regional issues in reference
to Afghanistan and India, and the war on terror.

Speaking on Pakistan - Uzbekistan relations,
Senator Mushahid stressed that both countries
have long historic ties based on shared culture,
geography and history and people in Pakistan
trace their lineage to Samargand and Bukhara.
Uzbekistan supported PakistanOs candidature
for Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Pakistan
and Uzbekistan have cooperated in the war on
terror and in the arrest of terrorists. The
agreement between IPRI and ISRS would be
an additional source of strength between the
two countries.

On Pakistan - India relations, Senator Mushahid
informed that the process of normalization
initiated by President Musharraf is moving on.
The dialogue between the two countries focuses
on regional security issues, commerce, culture
and sports. In April, SAARC Conference will be
held in India and the peace process will move
further. Pakistan has the biggest stake in the
territorial integrity of Afghanistan. Since 1979,
Pakistan is hosting about 3.5 million refugees
at the peak level. In 2004, Pakistan facilitated
the election of President Karzai and Pakistan is
not supporting any faction or group in
Afghanistan. In fact, terrorism emanates from
Afghanistan and they should control the situation.

Speaking on war on terrorism Senator Mushahid
Hussain stated that this war has no end. The
way out in Afghanistan is not the use of force
but of political settlement like the one suggested
for Irag by the Iraq Study Group. The Muslim
countries think that the war was directed against
their great religion of peace and harmony -
‘Islam'. Pakistan and Uzbekistan have special
responsibility in the region as whatever happens

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan
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in Afghanistan has a fall out in Uzbekistan and
Pakistan.

Mr. Botirjon shared Senator Mushahid®s concern
about the threat and challenges faced by the
region. He was of the view that both countries
have huge potential of cooperation.
Unfortunately, while dealing with Afghanistan
the interest of Pakistan and Central Asia was
not taken into consideration. Uzbekistan will
always welcome all initiatives of Pakistan in
resolving issues pertaining to Afghanistan and
the region.

In a meeting, Mr. Vladimir Norov, Foreign Minister
of Uzbekistan, underlined Uzbekistan desire for
expanded trade and economic relations with
Pakistan but the main obstacle is the situation
in Afghanistan which hampered economic
integration with Pakistan. He informed that the
Presidents of Iran, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan
have signed an agreement for transport route
between their countries and when Gwadar is
complete there will be trade through that Port
as well. Drug money is going into terrorism and
Uzbekistan is ready to cooperate against
terrorism. Mr. Norov also briefed the Committee
on the economic progress made by Uzbekistan
including the progress on the religious front
stating that after independence in 1991 the
number of Mosques and Madrassahs have
multiplied in Uzbekistan.

Senator Mushahid Hussain, recalling that the
Bolshevik Revolution had cut off relations
between Pakistan and Central Asia, expressed
happiness that President Musharraf and
President Karimov have laid the foundations of
good relations. He thanked the Foreign Minister
for supporting Pakistan in joining SCO. Pakistan
is not supporting any faction in Afghanistan. The
US, NATO and Afghan Government have failed
in Afghanistan, therefore, the neighbours of

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan

Afghanistan should be involved in bringing peace
to that country. The Foreign Minister reiterated
that top priority should be given to Pakistan
Uzbekistan economic cooperation and
parliamentary cooperation. The airline service
between the two countries is giving impetus to
our relations.

The delegation also visited the Tashkent State
Institute of Oriental Studies. The Institute, besides
teaching other regional languages, offers a
bachelor degree in Urdu language where a large
number of Uzbek students are enrolled.
Addressing the faculty and students of the Urdu
Department Senator Mushahid Hussain said
that Urdu as a language was either spoken or
understood by almost 500 million people living
in the South Asian Sub-Continent as well as all
over the world and it could serve as the link
language between Pakistan and Uzbekistan as
well, since there were 2500 common words in
the Urdu and Uzbek languages. He announced
formation of the Pakistan-Uzbekistan Friendship
Society with Senator Talha Mahmood as
President and stated that this new Saociety would
organize a conference of friendship between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan in October, 2007 to
mark 60 years both of PakistanOs Independence
and Urdu language teaching in Uzbekistan. He
also invited a 10-member delegation of scholars
and students from the Institute of Oriental Studies
to visit Pakistan and participate in this conference.
He added that visiting Uzbekistan was like Ohome
coming® for members of the delegation as a large
number of Pakistanis trace their roots and family
origin to Uzbekistan.

The delegation also visited Samargand and
Bukhara where they paid their homage to great
Islamic saints and visited their shrines. The
delegation was received by the respective
Governor Generals of those areas. In Samargand
the delegation visited Mausoleum of Imam
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Bukhari (RA) where Senator Maulana Sami-ul-
Haq led the Fateha prayers and recited the first
and last Hadiths quoted by Imam Bukhari, along
with its tafseer. The delegation offered Friday
prayers in the Mosque of the Mausoleum
compound. People in the Mosque were exited
to see Pakistani Muslim brethren in their midst.
In Bukhara the delegation visited the
Mausoleums of Sheikh-ul-Mashaikh, Bahauddin
Nagshband (RA), Sheikh Abdul Khaliq (RA) and
Madrassah Mir Arab.

The visits to Iran and Uzbekistan were highly
significant for PakistanOs standing in these
countries. For the first time, parliamentarians of
these countries met and their discussions
undoubtedly strengthened the bilateral relations.

I 1>
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Members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Delegation to Iran and Uzbekistan

January 5 -15, 2007

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee visited Iran and Uzbekistan on the invitation of Iranian
and Uzbek Parliaments from 5" to 15" January, 2007 under the leadership of Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed. The following members formed part of the delegation:-

1. Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed Chairman of the Committee
2. Senator Wasim Sajjad Member

3. Senator Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi Member

4. Senator S.M. Zafar Member

5. Senator Nisar Ahmed Memon Member

6. Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq Member

7. Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood Member

8. Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Member

9. Senator Naeem Hussain Chatta Member

10. Mr. Iftikharullah Babar Additional Secretary (Secretary Committee)
11. Mr. Riaz Ahmed Khan PS to Chairman

The delegation arrived at Imam Khomeini Airport, Tehran, from Lahore where it was received by
Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi, Chairman, Committee on National Security and Foreign Policy, Mr. Shafkat
Saeed, Ambassador of Pakistan to Iran and Mr. Nasrullah Khan, Deputy Head of Mission, Pakistan
Embassy, Iran.

Summary of Activities:

The delegation spent busy days in Tehran where it engaged in various meetings and functions
listed below:-

i. Meeting with Committee on National Security and Foreign Policy led by Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi,
Chairman.

ii. Talks with Dr. Khatami, former President of Iran.
iii. Meeting with Mr. M. Mottaki, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Iran.

iv. Meeting with Dr. Ali Akbar Aghaee, Chairman, Iran-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship Group.

I 1°
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V. Lecture by Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed at the Institute of Political & International
Studies (IPIS).

Vi. Meeting with Dr. Haddad Adel, Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly.

Vii. Dinner by Mr. Safari, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Iran.

viii. Meeting with Dr. Ali Larijani, Secretary, Supreme National Security Council.

iX. Meeting with Senior Journalists and Editors at Pakistan AmbassadorOs reception.
X. Meeting with Dr. Kharrazi, Chairman, Strategic Council for Foreign Policy.

Xi. Day trip to MashOhad.

The following meetings were held at Tashkent:-
i. Meeting with Mrs. Farruha Mukhitdinova, Vice President, Senate of Uzbekistan.

il. Meeting with Mr. Botirjon Hudoyberdiev, Director, Institute of Strategic and Regional
StudiesE(ISRS) headed by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

iii. Meeting with Mr. Vladimir Norov, Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan.
iv. Tashkent State Institute of Oriental Studies.

The delegation also visited Samargand and Bukhara.

B 20 I
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Proceedings of the Meetings
(Verbatim Record)

Visit to Iran

January 5 - 9, 2007

Meeting with Committee on National Security and Foreign
Policy led by Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi, Chairman.

Talks with Dr. Khatami, former President of Iran.

Meeting with Mr. Manouchehr Mottaki, Minister for Foreign
Affairs.

Meeting with Dr. Ali Akbar Aghaee, Chairman, Iran-Pakistan
Parliamentary Friendship Group.

Institute of Political & International Studies (IP1S) - lecture by
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed.

Meeting with Dr. Haddad Adel, Speaker of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly.

Meeting with Dr. Ali Larijani, Secretary, Supreme National
Security Council.

Meeting with Dr. Kamal Kharrazi, Chairman, Strategic Councll
for Foreign Policy.

Visit to MashOhad.
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VISIT OF THE SENATE FOREIGN
RELATIONS COMMITTEE TO IRAN

Proceedings of the Meetings:
(Vebatim Record)

January 5 - 9, 2007

Meeting with Committee on National Security and
Foreign Policy led by Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi, Chairman

Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi welcomed the delegation
to the Islamic Republic of Iran and termed the
visit a great step in the direction of new bilateral
relations between the two countries. He said

side. Initiating the talks Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed stated that he would give a broad
overview of three issues from PakistanOs
perspective:

Tehran: January 6, 2007: Meeting with National Security & Foreign Policy Committee of the Iranian Majlis

that it was a privilege to host such a high level
delegation from Pakistan. The members of our
committee, who work on security issues, fully
support this visit. | hop that the talks between
the two sides will be fruitful. Thereafter, he
introduced the members of his team.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked the
hosts for the gracious hospitality. He extended
warm greetings of the President of Pakistan,
Prime Minister and Chairman Senate and the
message from these leaders to extend solidarity
and support to friends in Iran. He then introduced
the members of his delegation to the Iranian

i. Pakistan B Iran relations.

ii. Afghanistan.

iii. Terrorism & extremism after 9/11, Iraqi
invasion and challenges facing the Muslim
Ummabh.

Senator Mushahid Hussain stated that Pakistan-
Iran relations are strong, vibrant and historic and
both countries share common history, culture
and heritage. The relations are bound on
common perspective on issues. These relations
will be further cemented by the resolution of the
IPI Pipeline issue between Pakistan and Iran. |
hope that some bureaucratic problems that exist

Visit to Iran & Uzbekistan
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will be resolved soon, at least between Pakistan
and Iran whether India presses for the resolution
of the same or otherwise. | feel that India may
not join this project. Pakistan has always
maintained that Iran should pursue its peaceful
nuclear programme as proclaimed by them and
that there should be no pressure on Iran in this
regard. We should avoid isolating Iran but Iran
should lower its rhetoric on the nuclear issue.
The issue should be resolved under the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and
not under the UN auspices. | invite the Iranian
side to institutionalize a parliamentary dialogue
at the committeesO level alternatively at Islamabad
and Tehran. We have invited Mr. Abdur Rab
Rasool Sayaf of Afghanistan to visit Islamabad
and hopefully in the second phase the three
committees can meet periodically to strengthen
and institutionalize relations. We will extend an
invitation on behalf of the Chairman Senate of
Pakistan to Mr. Haddad Adel to visit Pakistan in
2007. We will also invite Dr. Khatami to visit
Pakistan to attend a conference in Lahore in
April, 2007 on Igbal and dialogue between the
civilizations.

Discussing Afghanistan, Senator Mushahid
stated that Pakistan has sacrificed immensely
for Afghanistan. Pakistan has strategic stakes
in Afghanistan and wants its stability. Pakistan
helped in the election of Karzai. If we helped his
election why would we destabilize him, therefore,
the blame on Pakistan of destabilizing
Afghanistan is unwarranted. The problem
basically is the incompetence of the United
States, the E.U. and President Karzai but
Pakistan is being blamed for their mistakes. The
fact is that without settling Afghanistan the West
started a war in Irag. Opium production which
was insignificant in 2001 has crossed 600,000
tons this year. The responsibility for the same
lies with the coalition forces. The way out is that
the recommendations of the Irag Study Group
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should also be followed in Afghanistan as they
hold for Afghanistan as well. These are:-

i.  The Group has said that the war in Iraq is
un-winnable, the same applies in
Afghanistan.

ii.  The Group recommended that talks be held
with the three neighbours of Irag. The same
applies to Afghanistan where talks between
six neighbours and Russia and the US are
imminent.

iii. The Irag Study Group suggested that talks
be held with the insurgents in Iraq including
Mugtada Sadr and Mahdi Army. The same
applies to Afghanistan where talks may be
held with Gulbuddin Hekmatyar who was,
at one time, the agent of Iran, Pakistan and
the United States. It may not be necessary
to talk to Mullah Umar.

Referring to the Muslim Ummah, Senator
Mushahid stated that we are at a critical juncture
in our history and the situation was getting worse.
President Chirac of France had said after the
Iragi invasion that the region was unstable and
has become unstable by the day. We should
talk frankly amongst ourselves because a new
proxy war is developing in Lebanon, Iraq and
Saudi Arabia, etc. There is danger of sectarian
strife as the West wants to split the Islamic world
and we should be concerned about that. The
US and the West is on the run in Irag and want
to open this new front of splitting the Ummah.
In Iran-lraq War they said Arab versus Ajam and
now they will say Shia versus Sunni.

Mr. Alaeddin Broujerdi thanked Senator
Mushahid Hussain for raising such important
issues. | agree that there are so many factors
that bind Pakistan and Iran together. The two
nations have helped each other in hard times.







