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Executive Summary

The Foreign Relations Committee recognizing
the importance of regional consultations and
exchange of views on contemporary political
situation and current problems had, last year,
initiated a very useful and rewarding
programme of exchange of viewpoints with
counterparts abroad, and also with the
institutions that contribute to the formulation
of foreign policy of their countries. This tradition
continued and the first visit in the year 2006
was to Japan and South Korea from January
16 to 26, 2006.

VISIT TO JAPAN

In Japan the Committee met a wide variety of
scholars, representing a rainbow of institutions
and organizations that have a direct stake in
the foreign policy issues and are held in high
esteem for their analysis and contributions to
the foreign policy establishment of Japan
including think tanks.

Okazaki Institute B the only independent think
tank in Japan, was the first to be visited by
Foreign Relations Committee delegation. The
discussions with its President, Mr. Hisahiko
Okazaki and members were comprehensive
and revealing. He held the view that China is
the biggest problem and if there was any war
in this century, it would be between China and
the US. Japan and the US regard India as a
partner in this conflict.

Senator Mushahid disagreed with this thesis,
stating that China has not threatened any
country in the past. The biggest problem was
the nuclear programme of North Korea. He
felt that OkazakiOs views could put the world
into a confrontational mode. The real enemy
is terrorism which is faceless and stateless.

The Foreign Relations Committee delegation
also met members of Japan B Pakistan
Association, set up in March 1975. Its
President, Mr. Shun Imaizumi briefed the
visitors on the working of the Association and
the aid Japan had extended to the earthquake
victims. In response to the Foreign Relations
CommitteeOs suggestions for increased tourism
from Japan to Northern Areas, some useful
suggestions were given by the members of
Association to bring the facilities in these areas
at par with international standards to attract
tourists.

Former Ambassador Kobayashi, who also
served as Ambassador in Pakistan discussed
in detail the state of relations between India
and Pakistan and appreciated the peace
overtures and CBMs announced by Pakistan
to resolve the Kashmir issue.

The meeting with Senate Committee on

Foreign Affairs of the House of Counselors

was particularly interesting. The delegation

was briefed on the structure and compaosition

of the Committees of Diet B The Japanese

Parliament. Its Chairman, Senator Yoichi

Matsuzoe appreciated PakistanOs role in the
war against terrorism.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed gave a
detailed expose of PakistanOs foreign policy
and need for still closer relations between
Japan and Pakistan. He also underlined that
issues like Kashmir and Palestine need to be
resolved as these are the root causes of
terrorism. Other members also participated in
the discussions and disabused the Japanese
participants of the notion that Pakistan had
offered any sanctuary to the terrorists of Al-
Qaeda. Senator Shimba of Opposition
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Democratic Party and Sakuri of LDP stressed
the need for closer relations between Japan
and Pakistan.

The delegation also paid a courtesy call on
Ms. Oogi Chikage, President of the House of
Counselors (Upper House) who appreciated
the Foreign Relations Committee visit and
hoped it will go a long way in further
strengthening relations between the two
countries. The leader of Pakistan delegation
said that peace and prosperity in Asia depends
on good relations between China and Japan.
Being the only Asian member of G-8, Japan
should be AsiaOs voice in the forum and protect
Asian values.

Ms. Chikage felt that 21 century will be the
century of Asia. Japan & China and others are
collaborating in ASEAN. There is talk of a
common currency for ASEAN on the pattern
of EU. Japan has helped China in rebuilding
infrastructure for Olympics in 2009. She urged
for deepening of relations between Japan and
Pakistan.

The delegation also had an opportunity to visit
NHK B Japan Broadcasting Corporation. Later
they visited Panasonic headquarters. The
company sold $81 billion worth of its products
last year and has 334,752 employees on its
payroll.

Meeting with the Earthquake Inspection Team
of LPD was highly informative. Foreign
Relations Committee thanked Japan for
generous support for the earthquake victims,
which amounted to $ 200 million, half of it in
grants. The delegation was informed that Japan
will extend support to Pakistan in the
manufacture of artificial limbs, both in money
and expertise.

Visit to Japan & South Korea

Japan Institute of International Affairs (JI1A)

established in 1959, is the leading think tank

and detailed exchange of views was

illuminating. Mr. Makio Miyagawa, Director

JIIA, welcomed the delegation. Senator

Mushahid Hussain Sayed gave a detailed

overview of PakistanOs policies and perspective
on current regional situation and international

issues.

Miyagawa, in his comments dwelt on security
environment in East Asia and JapanQOs threat
perceptions. The observations regarding role
of Madrassahs by Ambassador Suto were
countered and corrected by Maulana Sami-ul-
Haq in his comments. Ambassador Suto called
upon Muslims to adopt reform and democracy,
without which Muslim world will be a fertile
ground for terrorism. Senator Latif Khosa
briefed the hosts on PakistanOs perceptions in
this regard.

Interesting debate ensued on non-proliferation
and Dr. A.Q. KhanOs past activities and
Japanese side expressed their apprehensions
in detail. Mr. Suto observed that Japan is
sensitive to links of some countries with North
Korea on the nuclear issue. It was categorically
explained to him that Pakistan was not
involved.

The delegation was hosted a lunch by Japan
P Pakistan ParliamentariansO Friendship
League. The gesture was greatly appreciated
by the visitors. Chairman thanked the President
JPPFL and requested in the context of help
to earthquake victims for vocational training
centers in the affected areas and projects for
artificial limbs and wheel chairs for the disabled.
The President JPPFL, Mr. Mitsuo Horiuchi
was extended invitation to visit Pakistan.




The delegation also held a meeting with
Japan B Pakistan Business Cooperation
Committee (JPBCC) at the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry office. The Chairman,
Mr. Tsuji informed that JPBCC had donated
370 million Yen and that, at their initiative,
Prime Minister Koizumi had, during his
Pakistan visit, announced resumption of yen
loan as well as ODA to Pakistan.

Senatore Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanking
JPBCC for its help; briefed the members on
economic profile of Pakistan in the context of
geo-political scenario and the potential
cooperation in business and economic activity.
He also explained the privatization process in
which Japanese side showed great interest.

The visit to Earthquake Research Institute at
the Tokyo University was extremely informative
and useful. The ERI had sent a team to
Pakistan to asses the damage and to
investigate earthquake losses. Report on
damage investigations was submitted to CDA,
Islamabad, identifying the weaknesses and
proposing measures in future.

Meeting with Mr. Shiozaki, Senior Vice Foreign
Minister provided an opportunity to discuss in
detail the perspectives on regional situation
and bilateral relations, as he had participated
in the Donors Conference on November 19,
2005.

Shiozaki asked that Pakistan may use its good
offices with China to persuade it not to oppose
JapanOs candidacy for permanent seat of UN
Security Council.

The delegation also had opportunity to visit
Kyoto and Hiroshima by bullet train which in
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itself was an exciting event; as also meeting
with Sunao Tsubi B the sole survivor of nuclear
attack 60 years ago, who was engaged in a
useful and illuminating discussion on various
aspects of the nuclear holocaust.

The delegation after a 7 days visit proceeded
to Seoul; the last leg of the tour and spent 3
days (January 23 B 26, 2006) in South Korea.

VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA

The delegation visited South Korea from
January 23 to 26, 2006; and the programme
included meetings with officials responsible
for foreign affairs as well as visit to Business
Houses as in Japan.

The meeting with Bau-ki-Moon, the Foreign
Minister covered wide ranging subjects. He
remarked that PakistanOs composite dialogue
with India was in line with South Korean
dialogue policy with North Korea. The
Chairman explained to his interlocution that
Pakistan wants Korean peninsula free of
nuclear weapons. But North Korea should not
be coerced. Instead, dialogue and diplomacy
should be resorted to. Senator S.M. Zafar and
Mehtab Abbasi raised some significant issues
relating to the region. Foreign Minister informed
that relations with China are improving and
last year the bilateral trade exceeded $E100
billion and there are 40,000 Koreans working
in China. He also disclosed that Korea may
soon announce his candidacy for Secretary
General of the UN to replace Kofi Annan.

The Foreign Relations Committee members
also had an opportunity to exchange views on
political issues with the office bearers and
researchers of the Korean Institute of Defence

K
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Analysis B a government funded, public
research institute founded in 1979 and
undertaking almost 100 projects every year.
It also has a publishing programme and its
publications are highly regarded for their
insightful analysis.

President of KIDA, Lt.Gen. (R) Choong-Bae
Kim and other researchers engaged delegation
in discussion on a variety of issues. Senator
Mushahid gave a detailed historical
background of PakistanOs quest for security
with reference to the nuclear programme and
guestioned the double standards on the issue.
He urged South Korea to have a principled
approach on proliferation and apply it across
the board.

The delegation also met the Speaker of the
National Assembly at the Parliament. Speaker
Kim Won Ki expressed satisfaction at the
bilateral relations and asked for PakistanOs
support for ROK candidacy for Presidency of
UN General Assembly for the year 2007-08.

Senator Mushahid Hussain assured of
PakistanOs support. Some interesting questions
regarding constitutional provisions on the term
of the presidency, quorum in the meetings of
parliament and role of army in Korean politics
were raised and responded to.

The delegation also called on Mr. Lim Chae-
Jung, Chairman of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Committee of the Korean Parliament. The two
sides agreed on exchange visits of
parliamentarians between the two to forge
closer relations.

Chairman Mushahid Hussain after detailed
briefing on PakistanOs policies and role of the

Visit to Japan & South Korea

National Assembly and Senate enquired of
his host about KoreaOs views on JapanOs
military build up. The host explained that
currently there is struggle for power between
Japan and China and in that situation the US
and Korea cannot sit back. He observed that
China does not want any confrontation to
continue its economic development. China
wants stability while Japan is focused on Asia.
There may not be any conflict between them
in future but there is need for CBMs.

This brief account of the visits to Japan and
Korea fully establishes the extremely as useful
and timely initiatives by Foreign Relations
Committee to reach out to their counterparts
in two major powers of Asia and to learn from
their experiences.

Besides the frank and forthright exchange of
views on international issues and regional
problems, the delegation also had the occasion
to brief PakistanOs perspective and policies to
a large segment of influential NGOs,
researchers and parliamentarians having direct
impact on policy formulation.

The Foreign Relations Committee also, in
recognition of importance of economy and
investment in the current climate of focus on
economic development, visited some major
industrial and business houses and found
interaction extremely rewarding to facilitate
wider contacts with these conglomerates for
joint ventures and FDI from two major
economic giants of Asia.
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Meeting at Okazaki Institute

Okazaki Institute is the only independent think
tank in Japan which conducts research on
foreign policy matters. All other institutes are
either subsidized by NGOs or big businesses.
Currently the Institute is headed by
Mr. Hisahiko Okazaki, a retired diplomat. The
Committee visited the institute on January 16,
2006 at 5.00 p.m. and was received by Mr.
Okazaki. After the welcoming remarks, Mr.
Okazaki presented his thesis on the regional
situation developing in Asia. He stated that
the biggest problem in the world today is China,
which has achieved tremendous economic
growth during the last decade. The United
States is mainly concerned about China and
both the countries have a serious confrontation
over Taiwan. If there is any war in the 215t

century it will be fought between China and
the United States. He asked how to maintain
a balance between United States B Japan on
the one hand and China on the other. He said
that United States and Japan are counting on
India as a partner. The combined strength of
US b Japan is greater than the strength of
China. He suggested that Pakistan should
remain neutral between US D Japan vs. China.
If Pakistan joins the US D Japan D India
Alliance, America would be very pleased.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, while
responding to the above, stated that he does
not share the assessment presented by
Mr. Okazaki. Pakistan has no threat from China
as it is a responsible country and has not

Tokyo, January 16, 2006 : A Group Photo with Ambassador Okazaki at the Okazaki Research Institute.
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annexed any territory or country in the past.
In the last 25 years China has transformed
economically and 400 million people in that
country were lifted from poverty and now form
part of the burgeoning middle class. Two years
ago the entire leadership changed and gave
way to the younger generation of leadership.
China advocates OOne ChinaQ policy and claims
Taiwan as its territory, otherwise it has not
threatened any country in the past. The biggest
problem facing the world today is the nuclear
programme of North Korea. It was China which
tried to defuse that situation. It will, therefore,
be useful for Japan and the United States to
accommodate China into their group. In 1991

Huntington talked of clash between two
civilizations namely Islam and the West but
now it seems the clash is between China and
the West. He stated Pakistan cannot remain
neutral between any bloc involving China and
firmly stated that it will stand by China. He
further stated that presently one country with
military power is dominating the world which
is not a natural situation. He said that the
thesis presented by Mr. Okazaki is pushing
the world into a confrontationist mode as China
b Russia b Iran will team up against US B
Japan B India. He reminded that India is part
of the Shanghai Council, therefore it will be
difficult for it to join any alliance against China.
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Tokyo, January 16, 2006 : Senator Mushahid Hussain presenting Reports of the Committee to Ambassador Hisahiko Okazaki, Head of Okazaki




Continuing further Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed stated that the world is focusing on our
region mainly because of huge oil reserves
found in that area. Sanctions against Iran will
raise oil prices which will negatively affect the
industrial sector of the West. If Iran is attacked
by the United States or Israel it will retaliate
and there will be disruptions in oil supply to
the world which will have negative
consequences for the developed countries in
particular and the world in general.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq inquired about
the contentious issues between China and
Japan which cannot be resolved despite their
common history and cultural. He asked if
Pakistan remains neutral between the two
blocs mentioned by Mr. Okazaki, what is the
guarantee that it will be protected from Indian
expansionism. He was of the view that the
leadership of Asia should side with Japan. The
United States which has declared a war on
Islam in the garb of terrorism wants to dilute
the leadership role of Japan in Asia. Senator
S.M. Zafar stated that there are two problems
with the thesis presented by Mr. Okazaki. He
stated that Japan will lose the high base if it
gets involved in that kind of situation. Moreover,
the thesis will halt the process of
rapprochement being initiated between Japan
and China. Senator Mahtab Ahmad Khan
stated that China has opened its doors to
Western and Japanese entrepreneurs which
shows that these countries are getting close
to China and have high stakes in that country.
On the other hand, China is making huge
investments in the West so how will the big
corporations afford the confrontation proposed
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in the thesis propounded by Mr. Okazaki?
Senator Sardar Latif Khan Khosa asked
whether the world is reverting to hegemonic
designs. If so, it will disturb the world order.
He suggested that there should be peace and
cooperation all around and the world should
endeavour to work for economic development.
Senator Mrs. Gulshan Saeed stated that China
is a peaceful and responsible country and has
no aggressive designs against any country.
She suggested that we should maintain peace
and make this world a better place to live.

Prof. Okazaki stated that he is concerned
about the security of his country. His thesis
presents the worst case scenario. In the last
400 years Anglo Saxons have won all the wars
but Germany was beaten twice. He agreed
with the line of thinking put forward by the
Pakistan delegation and said that if Pakistan
wants to protect its independence the US b
Japan Alliance will be very reliable. Moreover,
Japan has absolute superiority over China in
military strength. Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed stated that the world is facing an enemy
which is faceless and stateless and the war
against terrorism is not winnable, which is
complicating the situation. Mr. Okazaki
responded that terrorism may destroy a few
buildings in Tokyo but our concern is the
security of Japan. Senator Mushahid further
stated that the Chinese say that there is
resurgence of JapanOs military and that JapanOs
Civil Nuclear Programme can be switched to
military purposes when required. Mr. Okazaki
responded that those Chinese who make this
statement are not serious, in fact it started
with Japanese leftists saying so.

I 19
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Meeting with Japan - Pakistan Association

The delegation of the Foreign Relations
Committee held a meeting with Japan-Pakistan
Association on January 17, 2006. A brief
overview of the Association is as follows:

In August 1947, the Association was
established by business leaders in the
name of The Japan B Pakistan Economic
Association. In March 1975, it was
reorganized as The Japan B Pakistan
Association as a private sector entity under
the auspices of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. In April 1984, Mr. Shunji Uyeda,
the then Chairman of The Japan b Pakistan
Association was awarded Sitar-i-Pakistan
by the President of Pakistan. The
Association issues bimonthly publication

OPakistanO containing news, information,

readings of Pakistan and bilateral relations
between Japan and Pakistan which are
distributed widely to members of the
association, government offices, related
authorities and institutions. The Association
holds symposiums and lecture meetings
by luminaries on Pakistan. The Association
collaborates with various Pakistani
organizations to promote understanding
and friendship between the people of Japan
and Pakistan. The organizations include
the Embassy of Pakistan, Pakistan
Association Japan, Pakistan Student
Association in Japan, Pakistan Japan
Cultural Association of Pakistan, Islamabad,
Monbukagakusho Alumni Association of
Pakistan and Pakistan B Japan Cultural
Association Sindh.The Association provides
information on Pakistan to its members
and people outside the Association in many
ways including newsletters, faxes and e-
mail communications.

Visit to Japan & South Korea

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING

At the outset Mr. Shun Imaizumi, President of
the Association welcomed the delegation.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed thanked the
hosts for the prompt earthquake relief provided
by Japan, which now amounts to $ 200 million.
He said that Japan and Pakistan have a long
standing relationship and there is no negative
political connotation connected to Japanese
economic assistance. Pakistan is a key partner
in the campaign against terrorism. Japan being
a member of G-8 must understand that
terrorism is not linked to any group, sect or
religion. Long-standing issues like Kashmir
and Palestine that lie at the core of instability
need to be resolved and it is hoped that given
JapanOs position it will play a role in the
resolution of these disputes. Referring to
PakistanOs nuclear programme he said that
Pakistan was forced to go nuclear after India
tested its nuclear capability in May 1998. India
went nuclear for achieving a high status in the
comity of nations while Pakistan followed suit
for its security and to preserve the balance of
military power in South Asia. Pakistan fully
understands the sufferings encountered by the
Japanese people due to nuclear attacks on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 and when
Japan talks of non proliferation it undoubtedly
speaks from a high moral ground.

Senator Mushahid Hussain further stated that
Pakistan supports the six-party talks on non
nuclearisation of Korean Peninsula. The Iranian
nuclear issue should be resolved through
dialogue and not through use of force. There
is no room for terrorism and extremism in Islam
and Pakistan hopes that Japan will play its
role for stability and peace in the world. Japan
is a role model for Asia and with coming up of
the Gwadar Port, Pakistan will become a




gateway to Central Asia which is a good market
for Japanese products. The role of Japan will
be pivotal in the emergence of Asia.

Mr. Shun Imaizumi, Chairman of the
Association stated that in the near future YKK
will establish a factory in Karachi for which
they require patent rights. The Association
runs a construction company near Pir Wadhai
in Rawalpindi and an NHK correspondent in
Islamabad is a member of our Association.
There are many Pakistani cooks working in
Japan. In the near future many businesses will
open departmental stores in the Sub-Continent.
Senator Mrs. Gulshan Saeed suggested that
trade between Pakistan and Japan should be
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increased as presently the volume is too small.
There is tremendous scope for Japanese
investors to invest in Gwadar and Port Qasim.
The Chairman of the Association responded
that trade between the two countries is
increasing while the Japanese automobile
makers are very active in Pakistan and the
private sector will invest in countries where
they can earn high profits. Senator S.M. Zafar
asked the members of the Association to lobby
for increasing the number of stipends for
Pakistani students. In response to a question
by Senator Mushahid Hussain regarding
Japanese businessmen interest in bidding for
Pakistan Steel Mills, the hosts replied that they
were not aware that the Steel Mills is being

Tokyo, January 17, 2006 : A Group Photo of Committee Members with Japan-Pakistan Association.
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privatized. Senator Mahtab Ahmed Khan
enquired whether Japanese are interested in
Ghandhara culture and tourism in that area.
A member of the Association responded that
during the Ghandhara week we visited many
sites in Pakistan but road conditions in upper
NWFP were not satisfactory while toilet facilities
were almost non existent and the authorities
should provide toilet facilities for both men and
women all over northern Pakistan. There is
scope for tourism in Pakistan as there are
many sites of natural beauty. The Pakistan
Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) is
not represented in Japan while Indian Tourism
and Sri Lankan Tourism Agency have
established offices in Japan. Mr. Iftikhar
Hussain Shah, CdOA, Pakistan Embassy
informed that a PTDC office will be established
soon for which an agreement has already been
signed. Senator Mahtab Ahmad Khan raised
the issue of smuggling of Buddhist artifacts
from Pakistan to Japan and sought the help
of the Japanese side on the matter.

Ambassador Kobayashi, member of the
association, who remained JapanOs
Ambassador to Pakistan, sought the
assessment of Committee Members regarding
the improvement of relations between Pakistan
and India. He stated that the process of
normalization of relations between India and
Pakistan started at the end of BJP rule while
in Pakistan this is being realized under the
military leadership. In the past Pakistan took
a hard posture with India but now the situation
is different and seems promising. Economically
this makes sense for both countries. He asked
what to expect in the future regarding Indo-
Pakistan relations. Senator Mushahid Hussain
responded that the turning point came with
nuclearisation of South Asia. The nuclear
device has given Pakistani nation a sense of
security. There has been interest and progress
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of cooperation at people to people level. Many
CBMs are in place but the core problem of
Kashmir is yet to be resolved and it is felt that
India is gaining time on this issue. Pakistan
did not start the insurgency in Kashmir nor
can it stop it. Pakistan only supported the
insurgency. The Indian side has to be proactive
as concessions are being granted by the
Pakistani side unilaterally. Pakistan has gone
the extra mile and there is need for reciprocity
from the Indian side but there are no visible
signs of that. After the October 2005
earthquake, 5 points on the Line of Control in
Kashmir have been opened up but there is no
big break-through. The coalition partners in
the Indian government have problems and the
world is not taking interest in this issue.
Moreover, the United States cannot take more
than one problem at a time and presently it is
busy with fighting terrorism. Nonetheless,
situation between Pakistan and India has
improved substantially. Given the nature of
the problem, solution should not be forced or
imposed. The former Ambassador further
enquired about the assessment of the
Committee on political change. Senator
Mushahid Hussain responded that Nixon was
a strong opponent of communism but he talked
to China and established US relations with
that country. BJP comes from the core of Hindu
Society and they inspired confidence in the
people and the establishment but the current
leadership comprising of Christians, Sikhs and
Muslims cannot do what BJP did. Similarly in
Pakistan civilian governments cannot do what
the military government has initiated. India
cannot rise until Kashmir issue is resolved.
Its quest for United Nations Security Council
seat was aborted because of that. He asked
the Japanese side to help in resolving the
Kashmir issue. Senator S.M. Zafar stated that
if India moves to demilitarize Kashmir, things
can improve.







